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Teacher Contact Information 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Please note that communication with Mr. Oates is highly encouraged and is 
not only limited to the listed times! The times listed above are only there to 
indicate when Mr. Oates is specifically available to assist with this course. 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Course Description 
8th Grade BELT (Business, Entrepreneurship, Leadership Training) is a semester long 
course designed to introduce students to fundamental business concepts, strengthen 
their leadership skills, and allow them to explore the opportunities and challenges that 
await as an entrepreneur in today’s world. Students will play the role of an entrepreneur 
as they pursue a venture of their choice by writing a business plan, creating company 
documents, preparing financial statements, giving presentations, and designing 
marketing materials to name a few. Research, problem-solving, and communication will 
quickly be identified as essential in order to achieve success. 

Course Materials 
 Access to Google Classroom, Google Drive, and Gmail (via Unit 5 account) 
 Loose-leaf or notebook paper  
 Writing utensil 

Open Lab Hours 
Mr. Oates offers “Open Lab Hours” before and after school most days to provide a quiet, 
productive workspace for students who would like additional time and/or assistance 
with the course. Please make transportation arrangements ahead of time! The “Open Lab 
Hours” are as follows: 

Day of the Week Before School After School 
Monday 8:20am – 8:45am 3:50pm – 4:30pm 
Tuesday 8:20am – 8:45am 3:50pm – 4:30pm 

Wednesday 8:20am – 8:45am 3:50pm – 4:30pm 
Thursday 8:20am – 8:45am 3:50pm – 4:30pm 

Friday 8:20am – 8:45am N/A 

 

Teacher:  Mr. Oates 

 

Location:  Room 26 – Cavalier Ct. Hallway 

 

Phone:  (309) 336-6805 

Email:  oatesb@unit5.org 

Twitter:  @MrBrandanOates 

 

Best Time to Contact*:  

Monday-Friday:  10:25-11:10am 

3:00-4:00pm 

 
 

Remind Codes 
Get class updates and announcements 

sent directly to your phone!  
Text [a code below] to 81010 

 
 
1st Hour: @2ff9cf 
4th Hour: @akhe4a 
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Units of Study 
1st Quarter 
Unit 1 
Introduction to Entrepreneurship 
 
Unit 2 
Skateboards, Inc.  
(Microsoft Office sample projects) 
 

2nd Quarter 
Unit 3 
Business Plan 
 
Unit 4 
Entrepreneurial Venture 
(self-paced; utilize projects from Unit 2) 
 
Unit 5 
Final Pitch 
 
 

Grading 
This course uses Standards Based 
Grading in which each learning target 
(listed on page 4) is graded using the 
following 4-point scale: 
4 Deep understanding; applies 

concept/skill in a way that was 
not explicitly taught 

3 Grade-level proficiency; 
Independently demonstrates 
and/or completes tasks relating 
to skill 

2 Shows limited proficiency; 
requires support to show 
consistent proficiency 

1 Early stages of understanding; 
requires significant support for 
completing tasks relating to skill 

 
More information on Standards Based 
Grading can be found at: unit5.org/sbg  
 

Classroom Policies & Procedures 
Star Code / Victory Royale Code 
The Star Code (or Victory Royale Code) 
is the list of classroom expectations 
decided upon by each class during the 
first week of school. It is posted on the 
corresponding bulletin board in the 
classroom to act as a resource, 
reminding students of what is expected 
of them as it relates to their behavior 
and attitude in class, to their 
classmates, and to their instructor. 
Following the list of expectations allows 

students to be “stars” and reach 
“Victory Royale” status to be successful 
in the course and help create a safe and 
productive learning environment for all 
involved. 
Students are also expected to follow all 
policies and procedures stated in the 
official Unit 5 Junior High School 
Student Handbook. 
 
Late Work 
All classwork and assignments are 
accepted until the end of each quarter. 
No late penalty will be reflected in the 
grade of any learning target, but it may 
affect the report of the Learner 
Characteristics (listed on page 5). 
 
Absent Work 
All classwork and assignments are 
expected to be completed if a student is 
absent (unless otherwise noted). It is 
the responsibility of the student to ask 
for absent work. Most absent work will 
be available on Google Classroom. 
 
Student Center 
The Student Center is the designated 
supply space in the classroom for 
students to use as they feel necessary. 
The Student Center is equipped with 
pencils, pens, markers, colored pencils, 
permanent markers, plain paper, 
construction paper, foam paper, 
headphones, staplers, and post-it notes. 
Availability of items may vary. 

https://www.unit5.org/sbg
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Attendance & Hall Passes 
Attendance is taken at the beginning of 
each class period. Students are 
expected to be in the classroom by the 
1st minute of the class period to be 
considered on time. Each student is 
given a namecard (a decorated index 
card) that serves as their “ID card” for 
BELT class. Any person who does not 
retrieve their namecard from the front 
table at the beginning of class may be 
marked absent. 
 
A student is only permitted to leave the 
classroom during class time after 
receiving permission from Mr. Oates or 
another school staff member. The 
student is expected to place their 
namecard in the appropriate slot at the 
front of the classroom to indicate their 
absence and communicate their 
intended destination. 
 
Lost & Found 
Any items that are left behind at the 
end of the class period and/or school 
day are placed in the designated lost & 
found table space near the classroom 
door. Any items not claimed within 48 
hours may be relocated to the Lost & 
Found space in the main office. 
 
Classroom Incentive Program  
(My Classroom Economy) 
My Classroom Economy is the in-class 
microeconomy used as an incentive 
program and an opportunity to teach 
responsibility and financial literacy. 
 
Each student will have the opportunity 
to apply for a class “job” which will give 
them the ability to earn the 
corresponding monthly salary upon 
successfully completing the job each 
month. Additional bonuses are available 
to earn additional income and may 
include things such as: joining an 
extracurricular activity, participating in 
a school-sponsored sport, reading a 

2018 Rebecca Caudill book, helping a 
fellow Cavalier, receiving a compliment 
from another school staff member, etc. 
 
Students will also be responsible each 
month for a variety of expenses, 
including a monthly “rent” for their desk 
space, a flat-rate electric bill for use of 
the computer and classroom lights, and 
any fines incurred from violating the 
Star Code/Victory Royale Code. 
 
Each month, students can spend the 
money they have left over on a variety of 
prizes that they can purchase on a 
scheduled Auction Day. 
 
More information on the classroom 
economy can be found on the Course 
Website described in the next section. 

 
Course Website 
Use the QR code below to navigate to 

the course website. Course information 

will be available on the course website 

throughout the semester. 

Navigate manually to the course website 
by going to: 
 
 
 

 Click on the “Academics” tab 
 Click on “Computer Skills”

unit5.org/kjhs 
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Learning Targets 
This course will help prepare students to work towards proficiency in the following 
learning targets. Each of these learning targets will be graded and reported in Skyward 
using the 4-point scale described in the “Grading” section on page 2.  
 
The Learner Characteristics allow the instructor to officially report on behavioral 
characteristics for each student without affecting their achieved progress of the learning 
targets. 
 

Subject/Skill 

Entrepreneurship Concepts 

E.1 Define and use identified vocabulary 

E.2 Identify entrepreneur characteristics 

E.3 Formulate a customer profile 

E.4 Develop a business plan 

Technology Skills 

T.1 Use technology to communicate 

T.2 Edit and revise documents using technology tools 

T.3 Demonstrate basic keyboarding skills 

T.4 Format documents using database and spreadsheet functions. 

T.5 Use electronic spell check, thesaurus, and grammar check 

T.6 Evaluate and select the appropriate application to complete tasks 

T.7 Solve problems using application software 

T.8 Select and complete appropriate records 

T.9 Prepare financial statements 

T.10 Select the appropriate applications for a task 

T.11 Solve problems using application software 

T.12 Use technology to create presentations 

Speaking and Listening 

SL.1 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks 

SL.2 Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations 

SL.3 Respond to other's questions with relevant evidence, observations and ideas. 

SL.4 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when speaking or listening. 

Employability Skills 

ES.1 Use knowledge of language and its conventions 

ES.2 Follow verbal or written directions 

Learner Characteristics 

Invested in Learning 

Collaboration/Cooperation 

Respect 

Responsibility 
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Signatures 
By signing below, I acknowledge and agree that I have read through the entirety of this 
course syllabus and agree to its terms. I also understand that Mr. Oates has the right to 
change the terms of this syllabus at any time throughout the course of the semester. 
 
 
________________________________   _____ / _____ / _____ 
 Student signature     Date 
 
 
________________________________   _____ / _____ / _____ 
     Parent/Guardian signature    Date 


