
     Third Grade Literacy Curricular Targets       

Cycles of Implementation 

Third grade students will learn 

Cycles Fall Winter Spring 
Strategic Thinking Within The Text Monitoring and Correcting Searching For and Using 

Information 

Summarizing 

Strategic Thinking Beyond The Text Making Connections Predicting /  

Asking Questions 

Inferring 

Strategic Thinking About The Text Analyzing Synthesizing  Critiquing 

Monitoring and Correcting - I can monitor and correct as I read.  This means I know when and how to check whether 

the reading sounds right, looks right, and makes sense, and I am continuously working to solve problems as I read. 

• Monitor my understanding by rereading, pausing, skimming, or scanning through the text, and think aloud 

and/or reread when it no longer makes sense.                               

• Pause and reflect after each paragraph or each section (genre specific) to monitor understanding.  

• Adjust reading strategies based on the type of text being read. 

• Use what is known about sounds, chunking, and prefixes and suffixes to read and understand words that are 

new or unfamiliar to me. 

• Adjust fluency to aide comprehension. 

• Read for multiple purposes. 
 

Making Connections - I can make meaningful connections to what I am reading.  This means I know how to use what 

is known to think about what will follow while reading continuous text. 

• Make and discuss connections between texts and readers personal experiences.      

• Make text to text, text to self, and text to world connections (themes, topic, story elements). 

• Use ideas and information learned from previous texts when reading new texts.    

• Tell how a text relates to a certain theme.   

• Connect to existing background knowledge to gain understanding of text.      

• Discuss personal experiences in relation to text.  

• Model text to text, text to self, and text to world connections. 

• Identify recurring characters and characteristics when applicable.     

• Identify recurring plots and themes. 
 

Analyzing - I can analyze texts that I have read.  This means I know how to examine elements of a text to know more 

about how it is constructed and notice aspects of the writer’s craft. 

• Identify and/or name different genres (short story, poem, fairy tale, tall tale, fable, nonfiction, and essay); Name 

a genre based on its components. 

• Notice writing techniques (for example, question and answer format, reader's theatre). 

• Notice and interpret author's word choice, figurative and descriptive language and how it adds meaning or 

enjoyment of the text. 

• Identify and recognize variety in layout (words in bold or larger font, italics, importance of illustration etc.) 

• Recognize when an author has used underlying organizational structures (description, compare/contrast, 

sequence, problem/solutions, cause/effect). 

• Understand if information is relevant to purpose. 

Understand the relationship between setting, plot, and resolution of the story. 
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Searching For and Using Information Guide Sheet - I can search for and use all kinds of information as I read.  This 

means I know how to search for and use all kinds of information from background knowledge and text. 

• Identify the purpose for reading in order to activate appropriate background knowledge for the content and 

structure of the material or learning experience. 

• Remember new information from reading, talking and sharing information in order to use with additional text.        

• Utilize existing background knowledge of topics or ideas by making connections, inferring, visualizing, 

questioning, determining importance, synthesizing, and self-monitoring text. 

• Use and discuss text features like tables, charts, graphs, pictures, photographs, diagrams, and cross-sections to 

determine the main idea. 

• Notice boldface, italic words, underlined words, color, bullets, highlighting, captions and labels, and think how 

they help the reader to understand the main idea. 

• Read and use parts of the text to help me locate information such as table of contents, preface, glossary, index, 

and appendix. 

• Reread to clarify meaning, verify important ideas, and choose supporting details through use of a KWL chart or 

other graphic organizers. 

• Think about new information while reading and talking about topic. 

• Ask questions when new information is different from what is known about topic.  

• Use signal words from that author about important ideas on topic (for instance, but, such as, therefore, in fact, 

in conclusion, on the other hand). 

 

Predicting and Asking Questions - I can make predictions and ask questions as I read.  This means I know how to use 

what is known and how to ask questions to help think about what will follow while reading continuous text. 

• Support predictions with evidence from the text what characters will do based on the traits revealed by the 

author.                                                  

• Make a wide range of predictions based on personal experiences, content knowledge, and knowledge of similar 

texts. 

• Form questions and search for answers while reading.                                

• Ask questions and discuss understanding of text among peers. 

• Focus upon asking questions about key ideas, events, or text elements. 

 

Synthesizing - I can synthesize as I read.  This means I know how to put together information from the text and from 

my own background knowledge in order to create new understanding.  

• Differentiate between what is known and new information.   

• Synthesize informational text using key text structures (sequence/chronology, cause/effect, compare/contrast, 

description, problem/solution and question and answer). 

• Demonstrate learning new content and perspectives through reading both fiction and non-fiction text.   

• Incorporate and apply thoughts, ideas, and understandings from a text to clarify or change thinking and ideas 

during and after reading a text.         

• Apply new learned information from the text to personal knowledge. 
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Summarizing - I can summarize key information as I read.  This means I know how to put together and remember 

important information and disregard irrelevant information while reading. 

• Determine most important ideas or themes/main idea.                                                

• Identify important ideas in a text (character, setting, problem and solution) and express them through written or 

oral communication. 

• Sequence the story (beginning, middle, end) using transitional words to retell the story in their own words.   

• Provide an oral summary with appropriate details in sequence after reading. 

 

Inferring - I can infer as I read.  This means I know how to go beyond the literal meaning of a text to think about what 

is not stated but is implied by the writer. 

• Use "make a guess" based on background knowledge and clues from the author and illustrator.                         

• Tell reasons behind a character's action based on background knowledge and character dialogue/actions (cause/ 

effect). 

• Tell how a character feels based on background knowledge and character dialogue/actions.  

• List basic character traits and the information from the text that led to those beliefs.    

• See changes in character across the story and infer reasons why change happened. 

• Interpret information gathered from pictures, graphs, maps, and diagrams. 

• Identify significant events and tell how they are related to the problem of the story or the solution.                                                              

• Infer causes of problems and/or outcomes in fiction and nonfiction texts.   

• Infer the big ideas or theme of the text. 

 

Critiquing - I can critique what I have read.  This means I know how to evaluate a text based on my personal world or 

text knowledge and think critically about the ideas in it. 

• Assess whether a text is authentic and consistent with life experience or prior knowledge. 

• State opinions about a text and share evidence to support them. 

• Discuss the quality of illustrations of graphics. 

• Recognize aspects of a text that add to enjoyment (for example, humorous characters or situations).



 

• Third Grade Word Study Guide 

• High Frequency Word List Target:   I can accurately and fluently read the district’s high frequency word list at grade 

level. 

• Key Instructional Competencies:  Student can accurately and fluently read the words without sustained pausing. 

 

High Frequency Words (546-647) 

baby famous mountain square 

base farm mouth step 

beautiful fell music store 

bed flat necessary straight 

beside fly object strange 

bird forest ocean street 

bright free oil subject 

buy grass pay suppose 

catch grew plan teacher 

caught he's plane thus 

child history present travel 

choose iron rather trip 

circle I've reach trouble 

clear late reason unit 

color length record village 

copy listen sent wall 

correct machine seven war 

couldn't mark shape wasn't 

difference maybe single week 

direction measure skin whose 

edge meet sleep window 

eight milk soft wish 

especially minute soil won't 

except modern speak wood 

explain moment speed wrote 



 

Third Grade Word Study Guide 

High Frequency Word List Target:   I can accurately and fluently read the district’s high frequency word list at grade level. 

 

High Frequency Words  
you're    

yourself    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    



 

Third Grade Word Study Guide 

Word Study List Target:  I can use prefixes, suffixes and my knowledge of words to read and write new or unknown words. 

Key Instructional Competencies:   

Student can use background knowledge of words and parts of words to make, read, write, and understand new words. 

 

 

 

Word Study: Word Families/ Prefixes/ Suffixes/ Word Parts 
Prefixes 

Second Grade Prefixes: re-, pre-, over-, un- 

Plus:  dis-, non-, post-, mis-, over- 

 

Suffixes 

Second Grade Suffixes: ed, ed (y to i), -s, -es, -ies, -ing,  -ly, 

-er, -est 

Plus: -or, -ar, -y, -less, -ful, -en 

 

Synonyms  

Antonyms  

Compound Words  

Contractions (with) 

Second Grade Contractions: am (‘m), is (‘s), will (‘ll),        

not (‘nt) Plus: have (‘ve), would (‘d), had (‘d) 

 

Verb tenses 

-es, -ed, -ing, -s 

 

Possessives 

Second Grade: Introduce adding s to a singular noun 

Plus: Introduce plural possessives 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Grade Phonological Awareness: 

Phonological awareness of open and closed syllables 

Phonological awareness silent letters (lamb, light) 

Phonological awareness of soft/hard g (giant, girl) 

Phonological awareness of soft/hard c (circle, cut)  

Spelling Patterns 

Second Grade Spelling Patterns: VVC (out), VVCC (ouch), 

VVCe (house) Plus: VCCC (light), VVCCC(eight) 

 

Introduce Comparatives/Superlatives   

Context clues  

Beginning sounds spelled differently (i.e. knight, new)  

Homophones  

Analogies  

Syllable patterns  

  

  

  



 

Third Grade Word Study Guide 

Writing-Spelling Word List Target:   I can accurately and fluently write the district’s writing-spelling word list at grade level.  

Key Instructional Competencies:  Student can accurately and fluently write the words without sustained pausing. 

 

Writing – Spelling Words 

able don’t inside process 

against during into remember 

almost English isn't room 

along enough it’s sentence 

always ever I've several 

among example keep since 

another family knew some 

answer far land something 

before father language sound 

began fell large space 

being few learn special 

believe force life study 

blue form light suddenly 

body general live sure 

brought going might surface 

certain green more table 

change hand mother test 

city head near than 

common he's need these 

complete hide next those 

control house night though 

could however often thought 

country idea other today 

course I'll perhaps toward 

didn’t  important probably two 



 

Third Grade Word Study Guide 

Writing-Spelling Word List Target:   I can accurately and fluently write the district’s writing-spelling word list at grade level.  

Key Instructional Competencies:  Student can accurately and fluently write the words without sustained pausing. 

 

 

Writing – Spelling Words 

understand    

United States    

until    

upon    

usually    

voice    

wasn't    

we’ll    

while    

whole    

world    

would    

year    

young    

you're    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    



 

Third Grade Word Study Guide 

Academic Word List Target:  I understand and can use the academic vocabulary for my grade level in my reading, 

writing, and speaking. 

Key Instructional Competencies: Student can use academic word knowledge to comprehend reading materials 

and extend to writing and speaking. 

 

Academic Vocabulary 

Alphabet    

Author    

Blend    

Capital    

Character    

Edit    

Fact    

Fiction    

Illustration    

Index    

Journal    

Letter    

Lowercase    

Main character    

Main idea    

Nonfiction    

Poem    

Retell    

Rhyme    

Sentence    

Sequencing    

Setting    

Syllable    

Table of contents    

Uppercase    


