
Understanding the Standards Based Grading scale 

Our district mission is “Educating each student to personal excellence.”  The word personal 

represents our honoring of the fact that every student comes to us with different abilities, 

strengths, interests, and needs.  We know that excellence will look different and will be the 

result of a different path for each student who enters our doors.  We have developed a scale 

that will allow us to capture the performance of each and every student in our district while 

recognizing that they are all in different places in their learning continuum.  In order to promote 

“personal excellence”, we want to be able to show where students are as they progress to the 

level expected for their grade level (1 & 2), where we expect them to be at their grade level (3) 

and we want to show where students who already have grade level proficiency are taking their 

understanding to a new level (4).  A description of each level follows: 

1- The concept or skill is new to the student and he/she is in the very early stages of 

understanding the concept or skill.  At this point, the student needs significant support 

from the teacher to understand what is being asked of him/her.  The student is not 

ready to complete tasks or answer questions relating to this concept or skill. 

 

2- The student is beginning to grasp the concept or skill.  He/she may struggle to 

independently complete tasks or answer questions relating to the concept or skill, but 

with support from the teacher the student is able to show some proficiency.  It is also 

possible that the student is able to show proficiency at some times, but is not yet 

consistent in his/her proficiency. 

 

3- The student is able to complete tasks or answer questions relating to the skill 

independently.  He/she consistently shows grade level proficiency with this concept or 

skill.  The student is performing where we expect him/her to perform in this grade level. 

 

4- This level is reserved for the exceptional cases where a student has such a deep 

understanding of the concept or skill that he/she independently takes it to a new level 

and applies their knowledge in a way that has not been explicitly taught.  This is not an 

indication of a student working hard, doing more work, doing harder work or trying 

their best, rather it is an indication of a very deep understanding and application.   


