
Kindergarten Teacher Companion Document 

Skills Beginning (1) Progressing (2) Proficient (3) 
Essential Idea Unable to perform the skill even 

with support 
Partially, inconsistently, or with 
support is able to perform the 

skill  

Independently able to perform the skill  

STRAND- Reads and comprehends grade level text 
Read and comprehends 
stories, poetry, and 
informational text 
appropriate for 
Kindergarten.  

RL/RI  

Student’s instructional text level 
range is in the warning stage 
(red) based on district 
guidelines. 

 

Student’s instructional text level 
range is below (yellow) grade 
level expectations based on 
district guidelines. 

Student’s instructional text level range 
meets (green) grade level expectations 
based on district guidelines. 

**If a student’s instructional text level 
exceeds (blue) grade level expectations 
based on district guidelines, the student 
rating will be a 4. 
 

Reads emergent-reader texts 
with purpose and 
understanding. 
 
RF K.4 

Using grade-level text-  
Fluency 

 word-by word reading with 
some long pauses between 
words 

 almost no recognition of 
syntax or phrasing with very 
little awareness of punctuation 

 perhaps a few two-word 
phrases, but generally dis-
fluent, some word groupings 
awkward 

 expression not evident 
 

Using grade-level texts- 
Fluency 

 word-by-word phrasing, but 
with some two-, three- or four-
word phrases 

 evidence of syntactic awareness 
and attention to punctuation, 
but not consistently 

 rereading for problem solving 
may be present 

 expression may be present 
 

Using grade-level texts- 
Fluency 

 reads primarily in larger meaningful 
phrases 

 fluent, phrased reading with a few 
word-by word slow downs for problem 
solving, attention is given to 
punctuation and syntax.  

 rereading for problem solving is 
present 

 reading is phrased and has evidence of 
expressive interpretation   

 

Read with sufficient 
accuracy to support 
comprehension within grade 
level text. 
 
RF K.4 

Using grade-level text-  
Solving Words (Accuracy) 
Even with support, student  is 
unable to apply reading 
strategies to decode words; 
student stops reading when 
he/she gets to an unknown 
word. 
  

Using grade-level text- 
Solving Words (Accuracy) 
With support or when prompted 
to use a particular strategy, 
student can decode an unknown 
word. 

 

Using grade-level text-  
Solving Words (Accuracy) 
Student independently uses multiple 
sources of information (visual, syntax, 
and meaning) to solve words and/or self-
correct. 
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STRAND- Key Ideas and Details in Literature 

Ask and answer questions to 
demonstrate understanding 
of key details in a text, 
including setting, characters, 
and major events. 

RL K.1/RL K.2/RL K.3 

Searching for and using 
information & 
Retelling/Summarizing 
Even with prompting and 
support, unable to recall key 
details of the story (beginning, 
middle and end) and accurately 
identify characters, setting and 
major events in the story. 
 

Searching for and using 
information & 
Retelling/Summarizing 
With prompting and support, can 
identify some key details of the 
story (beginning, middle and end) 
and accurately identify characters, 
setting and major events in the 
story. 
 

Searching for and using 
information & 
Retelling/Summarizing 
When asked, can independently 
identify key details of the story 
(beginning, middle and end) and 
accurately identify characters, 
setting and major events in the 
story. 

 
Can use information from 
the narrative story to make 
predictions. 

Predicting 
Even with prompting and 
support, is unable to attempt a 
prediction. 
 

Predicting 
With prompting and support, 
attempts a prediction; may be 
inaccurate or unsubstantiated by 
text. 
 

Predicting 
When asked, can independently 
makes predictions that are 
consistent with text or background 
knowledge. 

 
Infers information about 
characters in a story. 

Inferring 
Even with prompting and 
support, is unable to infer 
details about a character. 
 

Inferring 
With prompting and support, can 
infer some information about 
characters; may be inaccurate or 
incomplete. 
 

Inferring 
When asked, can independently 
infer accurate information about 
characters. 

 

Identifies author’s message. Even with prompting and 
support, is unable to identify a 
message from a story. 
 

With prompting and support, can 
identify a message from the story; 
may be inaccurate or incomplete. 
 

When asked, can independently 
identify an accurate message from 
the story. 
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STRAND- Craft and Structure in literature 
Ask and answer questions 
about unknown words in a 
text. 
 
RL K.4 

Even with prompting and 
support, is unable to 
determine the meaning of 
unknown words. 
 

Identifies unknown words and 
needs prompting and support to 
look for clues to understand the 
meaning of words. 

Independently identifies unknown 
words and uses context clues to 
determine the meaning of the 
word. 
 

Recognizes common types of 
narrative texts (e.g., story 
books and poems) 
 
RL K.5  

Analyzing 
Is unable to classify common 
types of narrative texts (e.g., 
story books and poems). 

Analyzing 
With visual examples to prompt 
and support, can sometimes 
classify common types of narrative 
texts (e.g., story books and poems). 

Analyzing 
Can independently classify 
common types of narrative texts 
(e.g., story books and poems). 
 

 

Critiques and forms opinions 
about narrative stories. 

Critiquing 
Even with prompting and 
support, is unable to use key 
details to form an opinion 
about a character or the story. 

Critiquing 
With prompting and support can 
use some key details to form an 
opinion about a character or the 
story; may be inaccurate or 
incomplete. 
 

Critiquing 
When asked, can independently 
use key details to form an accurate 
and supported opinion about a 
character or the story. 

STRAND- Integration of Knowledge and Ideas in Literature  **Combined with Key Ideas on Report Card 
Can compare and contrast 
characters in familiar stories. 
 
RL K.9  

Comparing and 
Contrasting 
Even with prompting and 
support, unable to make 
connections between 
characters that are alike or 
different. 
 
 

Comparing and Contrasting 
With prompting and support, 
makes connections within a text or 
between texts about characters that 
are alike and different and may be 
inaccurate or incomplete. 
 

Comparing and Contrasting 
When asked, independently makes 
accurate connections between 
characters that are alike and 
different. 
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STRAND- Key Ideas and Details in Informational Text 
Ask and answer questions to 
identify key details and main 
topic in an informational 
text. 
 
RI K.1/RI K.2 
 

Searching for and using 
information & 
Retelling/Summarizing 
Even with prompting and 
support, unable to recall any 
key details or the main idea. 

Searching for and using 
information & 
Retelling/Summarizing 
With prompting and support, can 
identify some, but not all key 
details and/or the main idea. 
 

Searching for and using 
information & 
Retelling/Summarizing 
When asked, can independently 
identify all key details and the main 
idea. 

Describe the connection 
between two individuals, 
events, ideas, or pieces of 
information in a text. 
 
RI K.3 

Infer Cause and Effect 
Even with prompting and 
support is unable to describe 
the connection between two 
individuals, events, ideas or 
pieces of information. 

Infer Cause and Effect 
With prompting and support, 
makes connections between two 
individuals, events, ideas or pieces 
of information; may be only 
partially correct. 

Infer Cause and Effect 
When asked, can independently make 
meaningful connections between two 
individuals, events, ideas or pieces of 
information. 
 

Can use information from 
nonfiction texts to make 
predictions. 

Predicting 
Even with prompting and 
support, is unable to attempt a 
prediction. 

Predicting 
With prompting and support, 
attempts a prediction; may be 
inaccurate or unsubstantiated by 
text. 

Predicting 
When asked, independently makes 
predictions that are consistent with 
text or background knowledge. 
 

STRAND- Craft and Structure in Informational Text 
Ask and answer questions 
about unknown words in a 
text. 
 
RI K.4 

Even with prompting and 
support, is unable to 
determine the meaning of 
unknown words. 
 

With prompting and support to 
look for clues, is able to identify the 
meaning of unknown words. 
 

When asked, independently identifies 
unknown words and uses context 
clues to determine the meaning of the 
word. 

 
Recognizes informational 
text features. 
 
 

Analyzing 
Even with prompting and 
support, is unable to identify 
informational text features 
(e.g., pictures with captions, 
labels, table of contents, 
headings). 

Analyzing 
Partially, inconsistently, or with 
support, can identify some 
informational text features (e.g., 
pictures with captions, labels, table 
of contents, headings). 

Analyzing 
Can independently identify all 
features of informational text 
presented (e.g., pictures with 
captions, labels, table of contents, 
headings). 
 

Critiques and forms opinions 
about nonfiction text. 

Critiquing 
Even with prompting and 
support, is unable to give an 
opinion about a nonfiction 
text. 

Critiquing 
With prompting and support, can 
give an opinion about a nonfiction 
text. 

Critiquing 
When asked, can independently give an 
opinion about a nonfiction text and 
explain reasons for that opinion. 
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STRAND- Integration of Knowledge and Ideas in Informational Text **Combined with Key Ideas on Report 
Card 
Identify basic similarities 
and differences between two 
informational texts. 
 
RI K.9 

Comparing and 
Contrasting 
Even with support, unable to 
identify similarities and 
differences between two 
informational texts. 

Comparing and Contrasting 
With prompting and support, can 
identify similarities and differences 
between two informational texts.  

Comparing and Contrasting 
When asked, independently 
similarities and differences between 
two informational texts accurately. 
 

STRAND- Foundational Skills 
Demonstrates grade-level 
word study knowledge 
 
RF.K.2 / RF.K.3 

Words Their Way 
Student is more than two word 
study developmental stages 
below district guidelines. 

Words Their Way 
Student is one to two word study 
developmental stages below district 
guidelines. 
 

Words Their Way 
Student meets word study 
developmental stage based on district 
guidelines. 

Integrates word study 
knowledge into daily work.  

Even with support, is unable to 
apply word study knowledge in 
daily work. 

Partially, inconsistently, or with 
support is able to apply word study 
knowledge in daily work. 
 

At their instructional level, 
independently able to apply word study 
knowledge in daily work. 

Demonstrates 
understanding of the 
organization and basic 
features of print. 
 
RF K.1 

Concepts of Print 
Concepts of print score is in 
the warning stage (red) based 
on district guidelines. 

Concepts of Print 
Concepts of print score is in the 
below stage (yellow) based on 
district guidelines.  

Concepts of Print 
Concepts of print score is in the meets 
(green) or exceeds (blue) stages based 
on district guidelines. 

Recognize and name all 
upper and lowercase letters 
of the alphabet. 
 
RF K.1 

Letter Identification 
Known letter identification 
score is in the warning stage 
(red) based on district 
guidelines. 

Letter Identification 
Known letter identification score is 
in the below stage (yellow) based 
on district guidelines. 

Letter Identification 
Known letter identification score is in 
the meets (green) or exceeds (blue) 
stages based on district guides. 

Demonstrates basic 

knowledge of one-to-one 

letter-sound correspondence 

RF K.3 

Phonics 
Known letter sound score is in 
the warning stage (red) based 
on district guidelines. 

Phonics 
Known letter sound score is in the 
below stage (yellow) based on 
district guidelines.  

Phonics 
Known letter sound score is in the 
meets (green) or exceeds (blue) stage 
based on district guidelines. 

Demonstrates phonemic 

awareness of sounds, words, 

and syllables 

 

Unable  to: 

 recognize rhyming words 
without direct support 

 count syllables in spoken 
words without direct support 

Some of the time, can: 

 recognize rhyming words  

 count syllables in spoken words  

 segment and blend CVC spoken 
words 

Can independently: 

 recognize and produce rhyming 
words  

 count, pronounce, blend and segment 
syllables in spoken words  
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RF K.2 

 

  

 

 segment and blend CVC 
words without direct support 

 isolate and pronounce initial 
sounds without direct 
support 

 isolate and pronounce initial 
sounds  

 blend and segment onsets and rimes 
of single-syllable spoken words  

 isolate and pronounce the initial, 
medial vowel, and final sound 
(phonemes) in CVC words  
 

Able to read common high 
frequency words fluently 
 
RF K.3 

Known sight words is in the 
warning stage (red) based on 
district guidelines. 

Known sight words is in the below 
stage (yellow) based on district 
guidelines. 

Known sight words is in the meets 
(green) or exceeds (blue) stage based 
on district guidelines. 
 

STRAND- Writing- Text Types and Purposes 

Independently generates a 
narrative topic 
 
W K.3 

Even with prompting and 
support, student is unable to 
generate a topic. 

With prompting and support, 
student can decide on a narrative 
topic and tell some details of their 
story. 
 

Independently decides on a narrative 
topic and begins to tell their story in 
order. 

Writes a narrative with an 
established plot line (ideas) 
 
W K.3 

Uses scribbles or random 
letters to convey a message. 
 
Demonstrates little to no 
evidence for understanding 
how to write a narrative even 
with support. 

With support, attempts to use a 
combination of drawing, dictation 
and writing to narrate a single 
event. 
 

Independently produces a personal 
narrative of 3 or more sentences using 
a combination of drawing and writing 
to narrate a single event or several 
loosely linked events. 
 

Independently generates  an  
informative / explanatory 
topic 

 
W K.2 

Even with prompting and 
support, student is unable to 
generate a topic. 

With prompting and support, 
student can decide on an 
informative topic and tell some 
information that will be included. 
 

Independently decides on an 
informative topic and what 
information will be included. 

Writes an informative 
explanatory text to examine 
a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly 
 
W K.2 
 

Uses scribbles or random 
letters to convey a message. 
 
Demonstrates little to no 
evidence for understanding 
how to write an informative 
piece. 

With support, attempts to use a 
combination of drawing, dictation 
and writing to tell about a single 
topic. 
 

Independently produces an 
informative writing piece of 3 or more 
sentences using a combination of 
drawing and writing to tell about a 
single topic. 

Independently generates an 
opinion about a topic to 
write about  
 
W K.1 

Even with prompting and 
support, student is unable to 
generate a topic. 

With prompting and support, 
student can share their opinion 
about a topic and support their 
opinion. 

Independently generates an opinion 
about a topic and supports their 
opinion. 
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Writes an opinion piece that 
states an opinion, supplies 
reasons, and a sense of 
closure. 
 
W K.1 

Even with support, supplies no 
information about the topic or 
their opinion. 

With support, writes/draws their 
opinion with little support or 
reasoning. 
 
 

 

Independently writes/draws their 
opinion about a topic using 3 or more 
sentences that include support for their 
opinion and provides a sense closure. 

Writes content specific 
explanatory/informative 
pieces. 

Even with prompting and 
support, writer is unable to use 
content area vocabulary 
accurately to demonstrate 
understanding of the topic. 

With prompting and support, 
writer uses content area 
vocabulary accurately to 
demonstrate understanding of the 
topic. 
 

Writer independently uses content area 
vocabulary accurately to demonstrate 
understanding of the topic. 

STRAND- Writing- Production and Distribution  
Develops appropriate voice in 
writing. 
 
L K.1/ L K.6 

Even with support, the writing 
doesn’t include complete 
thoughts. 

With support, the writing is 
limited to a pattern.   

Writing sounds like the student and 
sentences are somewhat varied. 
Individual expression is starting to 
emerge 

Demonstrates a command of 
the grade-level appropriate 
conventions                               
of standard English grammar 
and usage. 
 
L K.1/ L K.2 
 
 

Even with support, the writer: 

 doesn’t recognize and use 
capitals at the beginning of 
sentences, end punctuation 
and spacing between words 

 can’t spell words 
phonetically 

 doesn’t use sight words 

 can’t produce writing that 
others can read 

With support, the writer:  

 starts to recognize and use 
capitals at the beginning of 
sentences, end punctuation and 
spacing between words 

 starts to spell some simple words 
phonetically 

 uses some sight words 

 produces a piece that others can 
mostly read 

Independently, the writer: 

 recognizes and uses correct 
punctuation at the end of most 
sentences 

 uses correct spacing between words 

 uses capitals at the beginning of most 
sentences 

 spells simple words phonetically 

 spells sight words correctly 

 produces a piece that others can read 
 

Develops writing by planning, 
revising, editing, and 
publishing with or without 
digital tools. 
 
W K.5 

Even with support, the writer 
makes very few (or no) 
attempts to plan, revise, or edit 
first draft of writing. 

With support, the writer makes 
some attempts to plan, revise, or 
edit first draft, but this work does 
not contribute to the overall 
quality of the piece.  The student’s 
rough draft and final draft may 
look very similar. 

The writer independently includes 
evidence of planning, drafting, 
revising, and/or editing that 
contributes to overall quality of the 
final work.  The student’s rough draft 
and final draft show evidence of 
revision and/or editing. 
 

 


