
September 12, 2022

Dear 3R families,
Welcome to the 2022-2023 school year! I was very happy to meet so
many of you on Back to School Night. Thank you for saying hello. You
are your child’s primary teacher and I’m a partner on your child’s
educational team! Together, we will support the children to the best of
our ability.
Please don’t hesitate to contact me with questions or concerns as the
year moves forward. (raschkl@unit5.org) I will email newsletters
occasionally and they’ll also be posted on my website which you can
reach from Prairieland’s web page.

What We’re Learning:
Reading - We’re learning how to choose Just Right Books by making
sure what we pick isn’t too easy or too hard. We also know that it’s
okay to abandon books we’ve found that aren’t a good fit for us.
We’ve started our first read aloud: Third Grade Angels by Jerry
Spinelli.
Math - We’re working in Chapter 1 of Everyday Mathematics. The
main goals for this chapter are: - telling time on an analog clock to the
nearest minute, calculating elapsed time, measuring to the nearest 1⁄2
inch, place value, addition and subtraction.
Writing - We’ve been working on writing complete sentences that
have one idea, correct capitalization and punctuation, and
underlining words we’re unsure how to spell so we can fix them up
later. Then we’ll move into developing a strong paragraph.
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Social/Emotional Learning - Our focus has been on developing
routines in the classroom, proper use of classroom tools, being
respectful to others and understanding that our feelings and
emotions are part of being a human being. We’ve gotten some good
tips on what to do with big feelings too.
Science & Social Studies - We have some caterpillars in our classroom
that we’re hoping will develop and change into butterflies. It’s been
interesting watching them grow and munch through their leaves. No
chrysalises yet and we’ve dealt with a couple deaths but we remain
hopeful!

Assignment Notebooks - Your child will be completing their
assignment notebooks with homework daily. Please look at their work
and sign at the bottom of the page. Your student is learning to be
responsible for their work and you can see what homework they have
to complete. If homework is not completed, your child will face a
consequence at school.

As a rule, I don’t require a lot of homework beyond reading on a
daily basis. Upon occasion, I will assign things to be completed at
home. Other work not completed in class will come home also.

We have a few students that don’t have working headphones at
school. These are very important as we’ve already completed some
standardized testing and we use our Chromebooks frequently.

Healthy snacks are a good break in our day too. The kids love
eating those snacks. Please have fruits or vegetables available for
them to bring to school each day. (Dried fruit or squeezable
applesauce is a good, shelf stable option too.)



We’ve celebrated some birthdays already this year! Best wishes
to Abhinav (8/6), Hallie (8/25), Brandon (8/30) and James (9/9).  Sadly,
we said goodbye to our friend Abhinav because he moved to a new
house.

Just a reminder - tomorrow, September 13, 2022 is our first early
release day of the school year. Students will be dismissed at 10:45 am.

I’m getting to know my new group of students and I am enjoying
them very much already. They’re a great bunch of kiddos!

Sincerely, Mr�. Rasc�


