
October 19, 2022

Dear 3R families,
Happy Fall! The school year is moving along - much too quickly for me
sometimes! Your students have been hard at work, learning new concepts,
working together and applying what they’ve learned. They have really
embraced our daily schedule and routines and are making good choices
during the school day.

What We’re Learning:
Reading - We know that fiction stories have characters, settings, a problem
and solution. We’ve seen this through our author studies of Janell Cannon
and Patricia Polacco. We enjoy their stories! We’ve just begun our second
read aloud: The Wright 3 by Blue Balliett.

Math - Unit 2 in math has focused on understanding that multiplication is
equal groups of items (think 2 X 3 as two groups of three) and division is
breaking things down into equal groups, but sometimes we have a
remainder. We are learning our multiplication times tables too: 0, 1, 2, 5 &
10. Keep reviewing addition and subtraction facts!

Writing - We’ve mastered writing a paragraph using the hamburger
format with five well formed sentences including a topic sentence (top
bun), juicy details (burger and toppings) and a concluding statement
(bottom bun). Now we are beginning our first major writing assignment: a
narrative - a story with ourselves as one of the characters. We know
writing is a process and it takes time to create our final copy.



Science & Social Studies - In Science we’re learning about weather and our
world. We’ve learned how to know if a storm is coming and now we’re
focusing on weather patterns. Social studies has introduced us to rural and
urban communities. We’ve adopted a class cow! Her name is Firelight and
she lives on the Mackinson farm in Pontiac.

Birthdays
Owen’s birthday was September 24 and we celebrated with Henry too! We
have no October birthdays but watch out for November!

Comings and Goings
We’ve been sad to say goodbye to our classmates AJ and Nayomi, but we
were very happy to welcome Virgil into our campsite. We are now a class of
26 strong.

Pumpkin Caper
Thank you to everyone that has volunteered to help with our Pumpkin
Caper event on Thursday, October 27 from 8:15 - 9:45! Ms. Poling, Ms. Mann,
Ms. Roethle, Ms. Nord and Ms. Owen will be helping to lead students and
we’ll be receiving pumpkins from: Poling, Weber, Rajaseshan, Zhu,
Wieland, Bohm, Mann, Meyer, Brigham, Canville, McKinney, Canva, Nord
and Fairchild! More info will be coming to our in person volunteers.

Halloween
As Halloween approaches, please remember that children’s costumes must
be school appropriate so nothing too scary or creepy. A number of parents
are planning a fun Halloween party for the kiddos and you can join in the
fun by stopping by school at 1:30 on October 31 to watch our Parade of
Costumes!



Don’t forget about PIECE’s Trunk or Treat event on October 29 from 4:30 -
6:00 in the back parking lot. There will be lots of fun for all!

Trick or Trash

Prairieland is working with Rubicon Corporation and the World Wildlife
Federation to recycle candy wrappers. Keep a bag at home and fill it up
with candy wrappers and bring them to school for recycling. The Trick or
Trash bin will be outside the office through November 18, 2022.  Thank you
for helping our planet!

Weather and Outside
We head outside for recess and breaks as often as possible so please be
sure your child has appropriate clothing for temperatures as chilly as 20
degrees. It’s a good idea for your student to have a sweatshirt in their
backpack in case they need it in the classroom.

Conferences
Conferences will be held on Monday, November 7, 2022.  Our sign up is
almost full for that day. I’m looking forward to sharing information on
your child’s progress with you.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b4fa9ad2fa75-conferences2

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b4fa9ad2fa75-conferences2


Enjoy the fall weather. As always, please reach out to me if I can answer
questions for you. (raschkl@unit5.org).

M��. Rasc�
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