
New ISAT Cut Scores/Transition to PARCC Assessments 
Frequently Asked Questions for Parents 

 
 
Q. What changes are coming to the Illinois Standards Assessment Test (ISAT)? 
 
A. The state is changing how the ISAT is scored by implementing higher expectations for 
elementary and middle school students under the new Common Core State Standards, which 
outline the skills and content our students must master at each grade level to continue on the path 
to college and career readiness (For more information on the Common Core, visit 
http://www.isbe.net/common_core/default.htm). This change is similar to changing a grading 
scale from where 90-100 was considered an A to now 94-100 is considered an A. 
 
 
Q. Why is it necessary to change how the ISAT is scored? 
 
A. Illinois’ previous expectations for our grade 3-8 students did not align to the new learning 
standards that are now focused on success in college and the workforce. Our high school test, the 
PSAE, however, includes the ACT and does provide a good indicator of college and career 
readiness.  Therefore, the state is aligning to the ISAT with the PSAE to provide better 
information about college and career readiness expectations to educators, parents and students in 
elementary and middle school grades.    
 
 
Q. How will my child’s ISAT scores be affected? 
 
A. Your student will have to score higher in order to meet or exceed standards. As a result, some 
students who previously met standards will now be classified as needing improvement. This shift 
in where students rank will likely be significant. 
 
 
Q. What if my child’s ISAT scores drop? 
 
A. These new expectations do not mean that our students know less than they did before or are 
less capable than they were in previous years. Instead, it means that we are raising the bar on 
how well students are prepared to meet college and career readiness benchmarks. If you have 
concerns, don’t hesitate to contact your child’s teacher or the school administration. We’ll be 
able to answer your questions and work with you to create a plan to accelerate your child’s 
progress and ensure that he or she is ready for college and career by the end of high school. 
 
 
Q. How will the new performance expectations benefit my child? 
 
A. We will know sooner whether or not kids are on track for college and careers. We also will be 
able to provide the appropriate supports and interventions for students at an earlier point in their 
academic career, thus boosting a student’s chances for success in college and the workforce.   

http://www.isbe.net/common_core/default.htm


 
 
Q. Why will performance expectations not change for the science assessments? 
 
A. New science standards, the Next Generation Science Standards, are scheduled to be in final 
format in spring 2013. Similar to the changes with the Common Core standards, these standards 
will require changes to curriculum and instructional practices. The changes to the science 
standards will provide the opportunity to develop a rigorous assessment that incorporates the 
practices, cross-cutting content and disciplinary core ideas of the Next Generation Science 
Standards.  
 
 
Q. Will schools still have to make Adequate Yearly Progress? 
 
A. The state has submitted a comprehensive waiver application to the federal No Child Left 
Behind Act that proposes using multiple measures to evaluate public schools. The growth model 
will replace the current status determinations for Adequate Yearly Progress under No Child Left 
Behind. Schools will instead be assessed on outcomes.  
 
 
Q.  How long will the state continue to use the ISAT? 
 
A. The new performance expectations pave the way for the PARCC assessments to replace the 
ISAT in Math and English Language Arts. The transition is scheduled for the 2014-2015 school 
year and will include a computer-based assessment that will provide more timely results.   
 
 
Q. How will the PARCC tests differ from the ISAT? 
 
A. The PARCC assessments will align to the Common Core State Standards and will provide 
information to ensure students are mastering the appropriate skills and content benchmarks for 
college and careers on an annual basis. Unlike the ISAT, which is given once a year, the PARCC 
assessment will be administered more than once during the school year. Therefore, teachers will 
receive real-time information about how well their students are learning.  
 
 
Q. How will my child benefit from the PARCC exams? 
 
A. These assessments will provide teachers, parents and students a clearer, more detailed picture 
of students’ strengths and areas that need improvement. Educators and parents will be able to 
tailor their attention to a student’s individual needs. The PARCC assessments also give ISBE the 
opportunity to compare Illinois students’ progress on a national scale and ensure that we are 
keeping pace with the goal of college and career readiness.   
 
 
Q. Do other states use the PARCC tests? 



 
A. The PARCC is a group of 23 states plus the Virgin Islands that are collaborating to develop a 
common set of K-12 assessments in English and Math based on college and career readiness. 
The PARCC states include Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, District of Columbia, 
Florida, Georgia, Indiana, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New 
Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island 
and Tennessee.  
 
 
Q. What resources are available to prepare for these changes?  
 
A. The Illinois State Board of Education will send out an analysis of the 2012 ISAT scores later 
this school year using the new performance expectations. The comparison information will allow 
districts, schools and families to determine where their students stand in college and career 
readiness performance levels. After reviewing the data, educators and families will have better 
information and can provide additional supports for their students if needed.   
 
 
 
 


