
5E News   1 

5E NEWS  
Sept. 30, 2016 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Space Mission Time! 

We are now immersed in our 
preparations for our Challenger mission, which is 
coming up on Oct. 17! Students will be honing 
their problem-solving skills, working as teams, 
and perfecting their communication skills along 
with delving more deeply into astronomy! 
Please send me an email if you are interested in 
being a chaperone, though of course, that 
would mean that you would not be able to also 
chaperone on our Springfield trip in May.  

5th grade Fund-Raiser! 
The 5th- grade fund-raiser begins next 

Wednesday and runs through Wed., Oct. 18, so 

please take those orders from the Beich’s candy, 

cookie dough, pizza, wrapping paper, and holiday 

gifts catalogue!  In order to make enough money to 

fund our trips to the Challenger Learning Center and 

to the Abraham Lincoln Museum and other Lincoln 

sites in Springfield, each student will have to sell 

$100 worth of merchandise.  If your child is having 

difficulty meeting his or her goal, let me know, and I 

will try to hook him or her up with some of our 

teachers who are “avid shoppers.”  If customers ask, 

the items should arrive for delivery before 

Thanksgiving.  We really appreciate your support 

with this project since these special science and 

social studies trips would not be possible if students 

did not raise the money.  Hopefully the students will 

feel a sense of pride in earning the money to go on a 

simulated space mission and to the Lincoln museum 

and historical sites in Springfield.     

Box Tops for Education 
Please remember to send in your Box Tops 

for Education!  There is a fall contest, so if you 

have any Box Tops at home, please send them in!  

Thanks for helping our classroom! 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

What We Are Doing: 
Math:   Students spent most of the week estimating, 
multiplying, and practicing measurement conversions.  
Next week we will continue to study multiplication 
algorithms and then work on two long division algorithms.  
This week we worked on a variety of problems during our 
morning problem-solving sessions, and once again we took 
a quiz on Friday.    
 
Science:    Since we have concluded our second astronomy 
chapter, students reviewed this week, and then took the 
chapter 17 test. Throughout the next few weeks, we will be 
preparing for our upcoming space mission on Oct. 17, so we 
will be conducting experiments and participating in a 
variety of different training activities!  If you are interested 
in accompanying us on our Challenger mission, please let 
me know since we can only take two chaperones. (And 
chaperoning on this trip would mean that you could not 
be in the running for the Springfield trip in May.)    
 
Social Studies:  This week students discussed exploration a 
bit.  Next week we will examine some early European 
explorers.  We will continue discussing explorers for a few 
weeks (though we may spend most of our time preparing 
for our space mission.)      
     
Reading:  Our class wrapped up our current literature 
circles this week, and next week we will begin new groups.  
In the meantime, we have been getting caught up on our 
current events while working on main ideas with Scholastic 
News.           
 
 Language / Writing: In writing, students composed short 
papers on games for the Flying Horse, and then finalized 
the fantasy stories that we have been working on lately.  
Of course, there was once again a VIP for the week, so 
each student wrote an expository paper about Sean 
Jenkins as part of that activity.  We have also been 
reviewing pronoun usage during our language time.    
 
Spelling:  Students just completed their 4th week of 
Words Their Way, which includes not only spelling but 
word study, since the children must sort the words based 
on the rules and patterns that they are studying that 
week.  Lately, we have been examining many prefixes 
and some noun suffixes.        



5E News   2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Important Upcoming Dates 

and events 

 

Oct. 6-18 FIFTH GRADE FUND-

RAISER!! 
 

Mon., Oct.9 NO SCHOOL – 

Columbus Day 

 

Wed., Oct. 18 Late Start (9:45) 

 
Tues., Oct. 31  Halloween Parties @ 1:15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please 

feel free to contact me at home or at school.  My 

home number is 663-8001, the school number is 557-

4424, and my school email address is 

elstonjr@unit5.org.  For any homework questions, you 

may want to check out our classroom website!   

Mrs. Elston 
 

 

 

 

Diving for underwater 
artifacts 
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