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Happy Holidays!! 
The students raised $225 for the Make-A-

Wish foundation from their cookie sale, and we will 
try to spread some holiday cheer once more around 
Valentine’s Day when we make and sell cookies again 
for a charity – this time at the Prairieland carnival in 
February, though.  Hopefully these activities will help 
your child gain a bit more of the “spirit of the 
season.”   

Thanks also to all of the parents that 
contributed to our holiday party by participating or 
sending items!  Your children truly do appreciate 
your efforts!     

 

Winter Break Ideas 
This week we wrapped up our math, science, 

and social studies units so that we can begin new and 
exciting material in January!   By now, the children 
should have the basis of their Young Author stories, and 
they may work on additional writing, revising, or 
illustrating over the break.  We will wrap up this 
project in January, and I will laminate covers and bind 
the books for them.    

Please encourage your children to READ over 
the break – for enjoyment and so that they can continue 
to grow as readers.  Reading can not only bring endless 
hours of pleasure, but is also the activity that most 
impacts your child’s success in school.   

If your children ever complain of boredom, there 
is always IXL math, too! An occasional review or 
exploration into new material should be a perfect cure 
for winter break boredom.     

 

 
 

 

 

 

What We Are Doing: 
Math:   After reviewing on Monday, the students took a 
math exam Tuesday over the decimal and coordinate 
skills in unit 4.  This test should have come home 
yesterday for your perusal. During our morning 
problem-solving sessions, we again reviewed a variety 
of fraction, data, and percent problems, though 
students did not have a quiz this week.  When we 
return from the break, our new math emphases will be 
geometry and fractions!    
Science:   This week students worked on modifications to 
a basic “ring plane” to see who could design a plane 
that flew the farthest. We also enjoyed a couple of Bill 
Nye videos about the topics we recently studied.  When 
we return from the break, we will expand on our ring 
plane focus and examine gravity and other physical 
science topics.         
 Social Studies:  As we wrapped up our look at the 
Causes of the American Revolution this week, students 
spent a couple of days reviewing before Thursday’s 
exam.  After break, we will be studying the battles, 
strategies, and major players in the American 
Revolution along with creating Revolutionary War 
timelines.         
Reading:  Our Revolutionary War novel, Toliver’s 
Secret, came to a close this week, and students 
completed a pyramid plot quiz as one of two 
culminating activities. The second activity involved 
baking loaves of bread like Ellen, the main character, 
carried throughout the novel.  When we return from 
winter break, the students will once again be reading 
novels in literature circles, and all of the novels this time 
will be historical fiction set during the American 
Revolution.     
 Language / Writing: After this week, students should 
have a pretty good start on their Young Author stories.  
If they want to work on expanding or revising their 
stories at their leisure over the break, they should be 
ready.  As always, there was a VIP of the week, and our 
essays this week focused on Brady Hart.              
Spelling:  This week we once again took a break from 
Words Their Way groups as we focused on Greek and 
Latin roots, though we will return to our Words Their 
Way groups when we reconvene in January.       
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Important Upcoming Dates 

and events 

 
Fri., Dec. 22 Holiday Break begins 

 
Mon., Jan. 8 Teacher Institute Day 

 

Tues., Jan. 9 School Resumes for 

Students! 

 

Mon., Jan. 15 NO SCHOOL – 

M.L.King B-day 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

       Just one last reminder from the teacher – 
Enjoy your children!!!  Children make a holiday 
special, and before you know it, they will be off 
to college and on their own.  Cherish the 
memories that you are making today and every 
day, and may the joy of the season last 
throughout the year in your home!      
 

 
 

 
 

 

Future Geologists! 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


