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5th grade Fund-Raiser! 
The 5th grade fund-raiser began this week 

and continues until Wednesday, Oct. 18, but please 
feel free to turn in your orders and money as soon 
as you are done collecting. Also, don’t forget 
about the on-line option, since you can order from 
even more catalogues on-line and still help our 
class. I hope everyone is able to sell enough items 
to raise the money we need to participate in both of 
our proposed field trips, one to the Challenger 
Learning Center and one to the Lincoln museum 
and other Lincoln sites in Springfield.  Again, if 
you have any questions about the fundraiser, 
please feel free to call or email me.       

  Box Tops for Education 
Continue to please send in your Box Tops for 

Education!  There is a fall contest that wraps up soon.  
Thanks so much! 

Space Mission Time! 

Students continue to hone their problem-
solving skills, work as teams, and perfect their 
communication skills along with delving more deeply 
into astronomy as they prepare for our Challenger 
mission, which is coming up on Oct. 17!  

Again, please send me an email if you are 
interested in being a chaperone, though of course, that 
would mean that you would not be able to also 
chaperone on our Springfield trip in May. We usually 
have so many parents apply for the Springfield trip that 
we have to have a drawing to select the 6 that are 
allowed to go, so this might be your best chance to 
accompany us on a field trip this year.  We have one 
more opening on Oct. 17.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

What We Are Doing: 
Math:    We learned two methods for dividing whole 
numbers this week, and we also solved word problems 
requiring division and reviewed multiplication 
strategies.  We will conclude our focus on place value, 
exponents, multiplication, and division next week as we 
then review for several days before taking the unit 2 
exam.  Students once again had a problem-solving quiz 
on Friday, and next week they will begin solving logic 
problems during our morning problem-solving time. 
Tons of fun!        
Science:   Students have been engaged in a variety of 
activities to prepare for their space mission at the 
Challenger Learning Center on Oct. 17.  So far we have 
reviewed comets, studied vocabulary terms, grown 
bacteria, discussed biodegradability, analyzed 
eccentricities, determined acids and bases, and delved 
into density.  Next week will bring specific team 
activities as students learn to work efficiently with their 
team members.       
Social Studies: This week students discussed early 
European explorers, including the Vikings, Marco Polo, 
Dias, Da Gama, and Columbus.  Next week we will 
continue examining early European explorers, and will 
then begin reviewing for an exam the following week.   
Reading:  The students first enjoyed a little nonfiction as 
we examined main ideas and got caught up on our 
current events with Scholastic News.  We then began 
new literature circles as we formed reading groups 
centered on books with animals and nature integral to 
the plot.   
 Language / Writing: In language we focused on 
pronouns this week and composed some poetry in the 
form of our epitaphs.  Students once again wrote 5-
paragraph expository papers on this week’s VIP, which 
was Drew Kreinbihl.  In addition, the fifth graders began 
researching for stories about stowing away with a 
famous explorer and also wrote about “Halloween” this 
week.          
Spelling:  The 5E students just completed their 5th week 
of Words Their Way, and groups worked on forming 
adjective and adverb endings as they sorted their 
words!   
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Important Upcoming Dates 

and events 

 

Oct. 6-18 FIFTH GRADE 

FUND-RAISER!! 
 

Mon., Oct.9 NO SCHOOL – 

Columbus Day 

 

Wed., Oct. 18 Late Start (8:45) 

 
Tues., Oct. 31  Halloween Parties @ 

1:15 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, 

please feel free to contact me at home or at 

school.  My home number is 663-8001, the school 

number is 557-4424, and my school email address 

is elstonjr@unit5.org.  For any homework 

questions, you may want to check out our 

classroom website.       

Mrs. Elston 

 

 

 

Creating our own Eerie Epitaphs 
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