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Final 5E Newsletter! 
Where did the year go?  Wasn’t it just 

yesterday that we were unpacking school supplies 

and making new friends?  Hopefully, the students 

have wonderful memories from our trip to all of the 

Lincoln sites and of our Challenger Learning Center 

space mission.  However, I hope they also have 

some very special memories from each and every 

day of school.  I will always remember the students’ 

enthusiasm as we studied everything from explorers 

to the Civil War in social studies and plants, 

chemistry, forces, geology, and astronomy in 

science.  Of course, we could never make it through 

any test without “brain food.”  Through the kindness 

of my parents, our class was able to bake 

johnnycake, galaxy cookies, homemade bread, 

chocolate chip cookies, snickerdoodles, Civil War 

pound cakes, and waste-nothing flapjacks!  I hope 

they remember me if any of them become famous 

chefs! They should also remember me if they 

become actors or actresses, since so many of the 

students have been hamming it up in our short plays 

that they performed just this week.       

I believe the students often surprised 

themselves with what they were able to achieve this 

year, and I sincerely hope they remember when 

they graduate from college that “all they ever really 

needed to know, they learned in 5th grade.”     

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

What We Are Doing: 
 Math: We wrapped up unit 7 with an exam last Friday, so 
this week we reviewed decimal computation, added and 
subtracted integers, revisited some rules and equations, 
conducted surveys, and enjoyed a variety of our favorite 
math games.  To reduce the skill regression that typically 
occurs over the summer, please encourage your fifth grader 
to keep working on IXL all summer long!          
Science:   We concluded our plant experiments this week, 
and took our plant exam, as well. After that, students 
created habitats for a snail that included all the spheres – 
geosphere, hydrosphere, biosphere, and atmosphere. We 
are now engaged in some of our favorite science activities 
and videos as students enjoy some science review courtesy 
of Bill Nye.      
 Social Studies:  Since we concluded our study of the 
American Civil War with our simulation this week and an 
exam last week, we are now taking a quick trip through the 
20th century with videos covering immigration, inventions, 
the Great Depression, and the World Wars.              
 Reading:  Our current literature circle groups are all focusing 
on historical fiction novels set during the 20th century, and 
we will wrap these groups up next week.  Nothing has been 
more closely linked to success in school than READING, so I 
adamantly hope that you keep your child reading over the 
summer.  The Normal Public Library has an excellent 
summer reading program, and for a list of outstanding 
literature for your 5th grader, check out the 2017 Rebecca 
Caudill award nominees at http://www.rebeccacaudill.org/.   
Research has shown that if a 5th grader reads at least 4 
quality books over the summer, they should be able to 
maintain and not lose the skills they have acquired.   
 Language / Writing:  After composing their final “water” and 
“summer” mini-papers, students concluded their writing for 
5th grade with a persuasive paper on the wonders of 5E!  I 
have seen enormous improvements in their compositions 
this year, and I hope they continue writing over the summer!      
Spelling:  Our Words Their Way groups practiced their final 
sorts this week. Groups worked on adding noun suffixes, 
Greek and Latin roots, and negative prefixes (un-/in-/dis-
/mis-).  I hope your child continues to READ to improve his 
or her vocabulary over the summer.      

http://www.rebeccacaudill.org/
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Important Upcoming Dates 

and events  

 

Mon., May 21 5th grade Picnic 

 

Tues., May 22 Play Day 

 

Wed., May 23 Last Day of School 

 (1/2 day student 

attendance, ½ day 

teacher institute) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please 

feel free to contact me at home or at school.  My 

home number is 663-8001, the school number is 557-

4424, and my school email address is 

elstonjr@unit5.org.  For any homework questions, you 

may want to check out our classroom website. 

Mrs. Elston 

 

 

 
 

 

Studying Plants 
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