
This week we were able to start workshop routines in reading, 

writing, and math!  During reading workshop time students choose a 

book to read at their level.  We spent time talking about how to 

choose a just right book.  This is important so students are able to stop and think to apply 

reading skills we’re learning. 

One way I can tell if a students has chosen a just right book is by the sticky notes they 

write.  As students stop and think, they record their thoughts on sticky notes.  These 

notes help students brainstorm deep thinking journal entries, which will be written 

regularly once we’re in the swing of things.  This week we reviewed the three different 

types of connections: text to self, text to text, and text to world. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

We also spent some time organizing binders in both reading and writing workshops this 

week.  Our first unit of writer’s workshop will focus on how and why authors write.  We 

have started writer’s workshop by reviewing editing skills.  Specifically, we discussed rules 

of capitalization and sentences vs. fragments.  We are currently working on creating two 

word stories.  Ask your child what parts of speech must be included in a sentence.     

___________________________________________________________________ 

We are very lucky to start the year off with the math specialist for Unit 5, Jennifer 

Gibson, coming into our classroom every day!  She is the ‘math guru’ for our district.  (Fun 

fact…She was also my cooperating teacher when I completed student teaching back in 

2011!)  We are working to set up a classroom with a more inquiry based approach to math 

instead of learning algorithms to get the answer.  For example, after this week students 

should be able to understand and explain how to find the area of a shape instead of 

memorizing A=l x w.  We have also done some fun 3 Act Tasks, which are word problems 

with a twist.  Ask your child to explain what this means to you!  Not only are students 

learning a lot from Mrs. Gibson, but I am, too! 



 

We also practiced some different math skills using IXL.  This is a website you can use at 

home!  You can get to this website by going to the Oakdale Elementary website and using 

the ‘Students’ portal.  Login usernames and passwords will come home soon. 

We will use the computers a lot this year!  I will help students set up folders in Google 

Drive so we can share documents.  Another program I use frequently is Google Classroom.  

I will create a Google Classroom for all core subjects.  Once these classrooms have been 

created parents can connect via email and see the assignments that students are creating. 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 

Each year students take a reading and math test to Measure Academic Progress (MAP) in 

the fall, winter, and spring.  We took our first round of MAP tests this week.  Student’s 

scores will come home next week.  As part of their homework one night they will show you 

their scores and have a conversation about what it means.  You will have a paper to sign 

which will show me they had this conversation with you.  Please have your child return that 

paper with your signature, but keep the score print outs at home.  The point of this test is 

to measure their academic growth throughout the school year.  We will also use this test 

to set some individual academic goals. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

In last week’s newsletter I told you Curriculum Night information would be coming home 

soon.  The date for curriculum night has been set for Tuesday, September 12th!  Again, 

more information (like times) will come home as soon as I know, but I want as many parents 

as possible to attend this event, so mark your calendars!!!  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

I finally have my website updated!  Go to the Oakdale homepage and click on Teacher 

Websites to find mine!  There, you will find classroom information, links, and any 

newsletters that have been sent home.  Other pages will be added throughout the year.   



As always, please let me know if you have any questions, comments, or concerns.  

Email:  woodys@unit5.org 

mailto:woodys@unit5.org

