
Students have been busy all semester creating 

beautiful pieces of art.  All art classes have finished 

drawing  units as well as craft units.  Several displays 

are in the building.  Elective Art Architectural Letters 

(craft project) may be found in the PJHS IMC.  

Students designed a three-dimensional letter 

representing the first initial of their first name, a 

color scheme and a few facts about themselves.  This 

is a favorite project for Elective Art students.   We 

followed that unit up with Perspective Drawing.  

Dashad Johnson and Jessica Felkner have wonderful 

examples of this project hanging in the PJHS 

Conference Room. 
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Grad ing Po l icy  for  Q1 and  Semester  1  

Are you wondering 

about your child’s 

grade in either Art 

or Digital Media?  

Please let me explain my grading 

philosophy.  Grades are 

important in every class.  

However, I understand that 

sometimes life events get in the 

way or maybe students might not 
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Elective Art 8th Graders worked very hard on their Architectural 

Letter project.  Letters are displayed in the IMC. 

Art & Digital Media  

 Exploratory Art students have been busy too.!  They 

have completed a unit about Art Elements and Art 

Principles.  Examples of these are on display both by 

the Art Room (room 156) and in the PJHS 

Conference Room.  Some artists used mixed media 

to show their element and principle while others 

chose to use gel pens and Zen Doodle.  Artists 

displaying this project include:  Katy Claussen, Asia 

Quizon-Colquitt, Ben Edwards and, Ellie Boitnott.   

After the Elements and Principles Unit, Exploratory 

Art students learned drawing basics.  We discovered 

how to show the illusion of three-dimensions by 

using different values.  We blended, stippled, cross-

hatched and hatched to show form.  These practice 

exercises led to a value drawing.  Students had the 

choice of drawing many different objects or taking a 

photograph to use as a reference for their drawing.  

We went on a photo-safari around PJHS to take our 

photographs and studied Ansel Adams.  Adams used 

a zone system in his photographs which is similar to a 

value scale like we used in our value drawings.  

Several artists have works displayed in the 

Conference Room.  These artists include Owen 

Jones, Chris Basham, MacKenna Gravel and, Jennifer 

Manzella. 

All art classes are now working on their ceramics 

projects. 

get it right the first time.  Art and 

Digital Media students always 

have the ability to go back and 

improve or redo any assignment.  

I encourage students to redo any 

low grades.  I often leave a 

comment of “may redo or 

improve” in Skyward as a 

reminder.  A zero in Skyward 

indicates that I did not receive the 

assignment.  I don’t take off for 

late work but the zero remains 

until the work is complete.  I will 

accept late work until two weeks 

before the end of the semester.  

The specific date is announced in 

class.  Late work is graded as I  

receive it but it might take a bit 

to get it all graded.  Please be 

patient.  I will get it done! 



 

6th Grade Digital Media Students Are Busy…. 

Almost every Wednesday after school, a great group of Parkside Pythons meet for PJHS Art Club.  Lately our numbers have grown to almost fifty 

members!  Students enjoy a snack, a movie and fellowship while creating art.  We have plans this year to work on community service projects such as 

Festival of Trees, taking our art to Heritage Manor,  and participating in various contests.  We also work on individual art projects , too. 

We’ve met for three weeks so far this semester and have started to create greeting cards as part of Operation Santa.  Students really enjoy making 

cards thanking all service men and women for their sacrifice.  Next up, our 

plan will be to participate in the Festival of Trees.  We will be creating 

ornaments, so if you have any ideas to share or materials to donate, please 

feel free to contact me (bastinjw@unit5.org).   

PJHS Art Club members order sportswear each year.  PJHS Art Club 

members will bring order forms home soon. Order forms will also be 

available on the PJHS Art Club website.  Students really enjoy the 

opportunity to sport their enthusiasm for PJHS Art Club on spirit days. 

Also, it isn’t too late for your student to join PJHS Art Club!  Everyone is 

welcome and it isn’t necessary to attend every week.  We meet almost 

every Wednesday from 3:00-4:00 p.m.  If a meeting is cancelled, it will be on 

the website and in the daily announcements.  Rides are at PJHS by 4:15 p.m. 

at the latest.  PJHS Art Club ends in April 2015.   

PJHS Ar t  C lub  Update   

6th Grade Digital 

Media students have 

been busy learning 

about Digital 

Citizenship and Digital 

Participation.  The 

semester started with 

an introductory 

project spotlighting 

themselves.  Students used Photo Story to tell their story.  They 

became frustrated early on learning how to save in different formats on 

different drives but quickly learned the ropes!  We all enjoyed 

watching each other’s story on the “big screen” in our classroom. 

Students have learned about the nine themes of Digital Citizenship as 

they researched one theme in an assigned group and reported out 

about that specific theme.  Students created a project on one of the 

themes.  At the beginning of the Digital Identity Unit, “A Trillion Dollar 

Footprint” was a favorite activity for students to examine digital 

information about two candidates for employment.  They had to use 

their investigative skills to determine who would make a better 

television host for a reality TV show for teens.  All students were 

engaged and worked well together to solve this dilemma.   

We’ve completed a mini-project using Audacity to create a podcast 

about protecting your digital profile.  Then, students learned to be 

independent learners by going through a series of Photoshop tutorial 

exercises.  They were all frustrated at first but now, they LOVE it!  

They’ve also studied a brief history of photography and examined a 

variety of old cameras.  Students were amazed by Polaroid cameras, 

the film process and flashbulbs (Remember Magic Cubes?).   They were 

surprised that images weren’t seen until film was developed after it was 

sent away. 

Students will use their skills and knowledge about Photography to 

create an avatar or profile picture image for their own personal use.  

We will use the editing skills from Photoshop to edit either a 

photograph or a scanned image.  

Later, students will learn how to make stop-motion videos, an 

electronic game as well as other multi-

media productions in Digital Media this 

semester. These files are often large and 

because of their size, it is very 

important that your student has their 

8G flash drive.  I don’t want these files 

taking up a lot of space on their laptop 

hard drive or their Google drive. 


