
Reader’s and Writer’s 
Workshop 

     During our Reader’s Workshop 
time, we continue to hone our skills 

and strategies.  We have been working on making 
connections, predicting, and asking questions as 
we read.  We have been introduced to these skills 
in earlier grades, but we are working on taking it 
up a notch to show our high-level, “fifth-grade 
thinking” as we read.  We are learning that this 
means that we are able to identify why we think 
what we think.  We want to be able to talk about 
how the evidence in our text and our own back-
ground knowledge influences our understanding 
of text. 

     In Writer’s Workshop, 
we have had several 
“drafting marathon” 
days, and are ready to 
start revising our work.  
We’ll learn about various 
things that we can do to 
improve our stories, and 
we’ll talk about the difference between revising 
and editing.  It won’t be long before we are ready 
to work on the publishing of our picture books.  
It’s an exciting time for our 5F authors! 
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Math News 
     We have worked very hard to 
learn the traditional algorithm for 
multiplication during our Math 
Workshop.  The best things I heard 
this past week were phrases like, 
“This seemed so hard at first, but 
now it’s starting to seem easier,” 
and “This is making more sense 
now.”  We are really thickening 
those neural pathways by continu-
ing to practice, and I could not be 
more proud of our growth mindset 
here.  Every single one of us has 
worked very hard, and we are feel-
ing the pride that comes with hav-
ing worked hard to achieve and 
grow.  Way to go, 5F!   
     Next week, we’ll step it up and 
multiply 3-digits by 2-digits.  We’ll 
also take some time to work on 

measurement 
conversions be-
fore beginning to 
work on division.  
Keep up the 
amazing job, 5F! 
 

What’s Up in Social Studies? 
     In Social Studies, we will be presenting our Google Slide shows next 
week.  Students researched a specific explorer, and will be teaching their 
classmates about the expeditions of that explorer.  It will then be time to 
move on to learn about the early English colonies.  We’ll put on our detec-
tive gear to try to figure out one of history’s biggest mysteries when we 
learn about the Lost Colony of Roanoke.  We’ll also learn about Jame-
stown and Plymouth Colonies.  

Science 
     In Science class, we 
learned about decomposers, 
and found out that worms 
and other decomposers and 
scavengers are extremely 
important to a food chain, 
because they put nitrogen 
back into the soil, and make 
it nice and rich so that 
plants can start the whole 
chain going again.   
     Next week, we’ll begin 
working on food webs, and 
will learn how they are like 
a large, interconnected 
food chain.  We’ll learn 
about the delicate balances 
that 
exist in 
an eco-
system.   


