
Reader’s and Writer’s 
Workshop 

     5F continues to work hard on 
their skills and strategies during our 

Reader’s Workshop time.  We have worked on 
learning about the various types of non-fiction 
text features.  These will come in very handy 
when we begin revising, editing, and publish-
ing our biographies.  Next week, we’ll begin 
looking at the different types of text structure 
that we see in non-fiction writing.  For exam-
ple, some texts are written in a cause and 
effect format because they are written to ex-
plain things.  Others are written in chronologi-
cal order because they are telling about a per-
son’s life or an event, and it makes more sense 
to the reader to tell of these events in the or-
der that they happened. 

     In Writer’s Workshop, we are using that 
chronological structure to write our biog-
raphies.   We are working hard to put our writ-
er’s voice into the writing to make it more in-
teresting for our readers, and students are 
doing a terrific job with this! 
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Math News 
     5F has done a fantastic job with 
our decimal place-value concepts 
during our Math time.  We have 
learned about the relationship be-
tween tenths, hundredths, and 
thousandths.  We worked on com-
paring decimals, rounding them, 
and adding and subtracting them.  
We even played a game called 
“Spend and Save” that is very 
much like keeping our checking 
accounts in the future.    
     In our next unit, we’ll return to 
fractions to learn more about add-
ing and subtracting them.  We’ll 
also take another look at finding a 
fraction of a number.  For example, 
if there are 20 cookies and Susie 
sells 3/5 of them, she has sold 12 
of the cookies.  This was difficult 
when we first introduced it, so we’ll 
be spending some more time on 
that.  We will then use that 
knowledge to move right into learn-
ing how to multiply fractions. 

What’s Up in Social Studies? 
     Our Revolutionary War simulation has continued in Social Studies.  We have 
now all chosen our sides, and are currently “experiencing” the Winter of 1777-
1778.  Our Patriots are enduring horrible conditions at Valley Forge, while our 
Loyalists are enjoying a much more festive atmosphere just 20 miles away in 
Philadelphia.  While our Patriots had to decide whether to spend the little bit of 
energy they had trying to scrounge for shoes, shelter, or food, our Loyalists were 

choosing whether to go shopping, attend a ball with General Cornwallis, or read about the miseries of the Pa-
triots.  All is not lost, though.  Next week, the tides will turn and we will find ourselves at the Battle of Yorktown.   

Science 
     Our young scientists 
continue to work on the 
study of matter during 
our Science time.  We 
have learned about mix-
tures and how to sepa-
rate them, and are cur-
rently working on creat-
ing special mixtures 
called solutions.  We’ll be 
creating some of those, 
and then we’ll turn right 
around in the following 
lesson and try to sepa-
rate those solutions.  
 


