
Reader’s and  
Writer’s  
Workshop 

     We have been busily working on our reading 
skills and strategies during our Reader’s Workshop 
time.  The focus of our mini-lessons right now contin-
ues to be in the non-fiction realm.  We worked very 
hard on learning how to integrate information from 
multiple sources.  We practiced this several times, 
and then independently read several articles about 

the use of robots, (yep, they 
can even make pizza), in order 
to show how well we can syn-
thesize information on our 
own.  In the coming weeks, we 
will be working quite a bit on 
non-fiction text features, like 
graphs, pictures with captions, 
and timelines.   

     In our Writer’s Workshop time, we have finished 
our research, and are now drafting our biographies.  
We wrote some fantastic introductions and are work-
ing on the “guts” of our papers.  We’ll hopefully finish 
that up in the next couple of weeks, and will move on 
to our conclusions.  Then, we’ll do some revising and 
some publishing.  We will even try to add some of 
those text features we’ll be learning about in Read-
er’s Workshop. 
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Math News 
     We wrapped 
up our introduc-
tion to decimals 
this past week.  
We did quite a lot 
with these little 
numbers, and I’m 
very proud of the 
progress we made with understanding 
their values, reading them, writing 

them, and even rounding 
them.  We also did a 
great job with learning 
how to plot points on a 
coordinate grid.   
     Our next unit will take 
us back to fractions 
again.  We’ll work more 
with using equivalent 

fractions to add and subtract mixed 
numbers.  We will also begin working 
on understanding that multiplying frac-
tions that are less than one will lead to 
an answer that is 
smaller than the 
numbers being mul-
tiplied.  
 

What’s Up in Social Studies? 
     The Revolutionary War has begun in So-
cial Studies, and 5F is in the thick of things.  
Our Patriots and Loyalists have already witnessed the Bat-
tles of Lexington and Concord, as well as the reading of the 
Declaration of Independence.  Next week, our Patriots will 
head to Valley Forge, while our Loyalists will go to Philadel-
phia for the winter. 

Science 
     We took a short break 
from our unit on Matter 
to slip in a fun activity on 
assembly lines.  We creat-
ed a miniature assembly 
line to “manufacture” a 
Valentine for our Young 
Athletes buddies.  The 
students were so creative 
in their designs, and I 
know their younger bud-
dies appreciated them 
very much.  Great job, 5F! 

     Next week, we’ll review 
physical properties of 
matter, and then we’ll 
wrap up this unit with 
some final activities in-
volving chemical changes. 

Young Athletes 
It felt like we were waiting forever, 
but it’s finally here!  We met our 
Young Athletes buddies on Friday 
and got to do some fun ice-breaker 
activities with them.  We are look-
ing so forward to coaching our 
young friends in the coming weeks. 


