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DI rectordos Not

October, 2007
This is not a play about the Salem witch trials.

No, youdre not in the wr ded€rugblaa c
indeed set in 1692 in Salem, Massachusetts among our Puritan ancestc
Miller did painstaking research, and while he took liberties with some ag
es and definitely fictionalized the personal conflicts, these characters re|
resent real people who actually lived and diedd in Salem Village. How-
ever, the reason Miller wrote this play has much more to do with Americ
in 1953.

After WWII, America lived in fear of the bomb and Communism. There
was so much fear, in fact, that Congressman Joseph McCarthy was abl
to rocket to fame simply by claiming he had a list of names of known
Communists in the U.S. government. What followed was a national
shame. People were accused and called before the HouseAmerican
Activities Committee (HUAC). Th
mor, and Americans were thrown in jail or blackballed from their careers
Their lives were ruined. The only way to survive with professional repu-
tation intact was to name other suspected Communists. In this way, the
accused could repent of their o0s
the Red threat.

Miller wanted to show the similarities between the witchhunts of the
1690s and those of the 1950s. He pointed out the inherent injustice of t
ing presumed guilty until proven innocent, and tried to get Americans to
listen to their common sense instead of their fear. Today, as we live in ¢
era of diminishing personal freedoms, coletoded alerts, and secret
court s, I find an ominous echo i
cond act; OYou are either counte
Fear can be a very destructiveé and very powerfulfi tool.

It has been a great privilege to work with this company. Their dedicatior
the manylonghours, and their own belief that they could take on a work
of this magnitude has made me very proud.

KYV

(Crimson
//(//« C)/(/zz'(Amyh r-////(.

D .4 - . - p YT . ! sl
) "ll-.':A. \‘ ".l L -4 ’LlA" ‘l'Iv ! .l 'I_l't \‘l II|\I'- 'tt,'ll"

Phone: (309) 2870498
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