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Wednesdays are
designated as Spirit
Wear Days. Students &
staff may wear
Benjamin Bear clothing
or orange & black.

Inside this issue:

Benjamin Broadcast
Benjamin Bear Pride
Dear Benjamin Families,
We hope you are staying warm
during this extremely cold
weather. Since returning from
break, our students have been
hard at work. In addition to regular classes and learning activities, our Chess Team, All State
Chorus, Student Council, Red
Zone Patrol, Safety Patrol,
Broadcast Leaders, Lunchroom
Leaders, Recess Monitors, Pass
Monitors, and other groups have

been busy learning and growing as
leaders. This weekend our All State
Chorus members (see photo at
right) performed in Peoria. All
students are also practicing a Good
Deed of the Day each day to learn
about, practice, and show kindness,
good citizenship, and positive character. We are excited about what
we are seeing in each one of them.

thinking and
problem solving
skills, and practice collaboration.

Ask your child about our Maker
Space, where they have the opportunity to develop creativity, critical

Marlys Benningtonbenninmm@unit5.org

Please contact our office at (309)557
-4410 if you have any questions.
Sincerely,
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We hope you will join us for the Benjamin Elementary School Carnival on Friday,
March 1st, from 5:00-8:30pm! See the Skyward Email that was sent on January 24,
2019 for links and more information. Visit www.benjamincarnival.com.

GROWL Winners

5

Here are some important dates for the Carnival:

Business Bearss/
Harmony Park Project

6

Week of January 28th ~ Pre-Order Forms will be sent home with students

Carnival ~ Friday, March 1st ~ 5:00-8:30pm

February 8th ~ Pre-Order Forms are due back to school

Follow us on Instagram
@BenjaminBears

Join the fun! We currently have over 320
followers to our new
Instagram account.
We hope to have 340
by next month. Help
us reach our goal!

Week of February 25th ~ Pre-Ordered Tickets/Wristbands Sent Home with Students
The Carnival Committee has needs for help in the weeks leading up to the Carnival:


Carnival Chair shadow ( moving to Carnival Chair in 2020)



Food Committee Chair shadow (moving to Food Committee Chair in 2020)



Website Administrator shadow (moving to Website Administrator in 2020)



Decorations Committee , Basket Committee, and other help needed

Please contact Dan Fischer, Carnival Chair, at benjaminbearscarnival@gmail.com if you are willing to help. See the Sign Up Genius links
online to volunteer. Former Benjamin Bears are welcome to volunteer, too!
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Kindergarten Pre-Registration ~ Tuesday, March 12th ~ 8:30am & 1:00pm
Pre-registration for all 2019-20 kindergarten students will be held at Benjamin on Tuesday, March 12, 2019 at
8:30am and 1:00 pm. You may attend either session, but be sure to arrive right at the start time. Students must be 5
years of age on or before September 1, 2020, to attend kindergarten this fall. Pre-registration numbers are important, as they help to determine how many sections of kindergarten we will plan to have next year. Please bring
a copy of your child’s birth certificate and any kindergarten dental, physical, and immunization records that you
may have, as well as proof of residency. Please bring your future kindergarten student with you, if you can. Your
child will have an opportunity to meet some of the kindergarten teachers, meet other future kindergartners, and
participate in some learning activities.
If you are unable to attend either session on March 12th, please call the school
office at 557-4410. Please share this information with neighborhood families
who do not currently have a student attending Benjamin. Thank you!

Save the Date!
March 1st—5:00-8:30pm

Benjamin Carnival

March 18th— 6:00-7:30pm

Art Show

May 17th—8:30am & 1:00pm

Talent Show

May 22nd—12:50pm

5th Grade Recognition

Nurse’s Notes ~ Mrs. Reichard
We hear a lot about exercise and nutrition, but did you know that there is another component to good health? SLEEP!!
Sleep is vital to both children and adults. Children need 9-11 hours of sleep a night and
school performance, social relationships, and increase their risk of illness and injury. Inadequate sleep decreases concentration, reaction time, and consolidation of
information learning. It also can increase behavior and mood problems. Adults who
miss sleep harm their health and can be hazardous on the road.
Sleep Tips for Your Children (From the National Institutes of Health)

1. Set a regular time for bed each night and stick to it.
2. Establish a relaxing bedtime routine, such as giving your child a warm bath or reading
him or her a story.
3. Make after-dinner playtime a relaxing time. Too much activity close to bedtime can
keep children awake.
4. Avoid feeding children big meals close to bedtime.
5. Avoid giving children anything with caffeine less than six hours before bedtime.
6. Set the bedroom temperature so that it's comfortable – not too warm and not too cold.
7. Make sure the bedroom is dark. If necessary, use a small nightlight.
8. Shut off all screens including: video games, TV, tablets/iPads, phones etc…, as this can
create blue light syndrome and reduce child’s ability to fall asleep and have a restful night.
9. Keep the noise level low.

5Essentials Survey Date
Extended

5Essentials is a survey
done by the state of
Illinois. Our families and
staff have taken it for the
last several years. It is a
great way for you to give
feedback about our
school. The survey will
be open this year from
November 15th-February
15th. The link has been
sent through Skyward
email. Once you have
completed it, be sure to
fill out the raffle ticket for
a chance to win a front
row parking space
during the Carnival.
Submit your raffle ticket
to the office. Thank you
in advance for your help!
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Yearbook Cover Winner & Runners Up

Keep collecting
those BoxTops!
Thank you for collecting them.
Please send in your
BoxTops by February 28th.

Congratulations to Bella Wilson, whose artwork was chosen as
our 2018-19 yearbook cover! Congratulations, also, to our cover
art runners up, who will have a photo of their cover art included
in the back photo section of our yearbook - Annalise Cox, Victor
Fernandes, Saleha Naseer, Sumitra Paramatmuni, Sundar Rajkumar, Abhinn Sarkar, and Kaleb Stevenson. We are proud of
all 5th graders who submitted a cover design.

Benjamin Scholarship
We are excited to announce that this is the 2nd year we will be giving away the Benjamin Scholarship to former students graduating
in Spring 2019, to help them with their post-high school plans. This
is a $500 scholarship. If you have a senior, share this information
with them. The 2019 application will soon be available on our website and in the guidance offices of the high schools in Bloomington/
Normal.
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Yearbooks
Yearbooks will be sold
until February 8th at
school and until March
15th online and will be
delivered in May. Order
online by visiting
www.inter-state.com/
yearbook, and enter this
code: 34908Q. We order a
few extras, but they sell
quickly in May when they
arrive. If you want to
purchase a yearbook, it is
best to do so in the winter.

PE Shorts
Dear Benjamin Families,
Just a short note about
Physical Education class
here at Benjamin. We
have enjoyed having the
students back in school.
The holiday is great but
always seems to go so
quickly.
We wanted to share with
you that Libby Torbeck
was a guest instructor
who shared WERQ fitness dancing with our 4th
and 5th grade students on
January 9th. The students really enjoyed the

activity. The purpose of the
event was to share that lifetime fitness can be done in
different ways. It is important for students to find
fitness activities that they
enjoy, so fitness will still be
a priority when they no longer have a scheduled PE
time after high school graduation. We encourage you
to talk with your child at
home about the fitness activities that interest them.
In the coming months, we
will be playing cooperative
games. We will also start
some fitness testing, which
measures cardiovascular

fitness, as well as strength
and flexibility.
In closing, with the snow
and ice, please remind
your students to always
have their tennis shoes in
their backpacks for PE
class so they may participate and enjoy fitness time
each day.
Respectfully,
Mr. Delveaux & Ms. Myers
Benjamin Elementary
Physical Education

Vocal Music Concerts & Chorus 2018-19
We are very fortunate to be

able to use the auditorium
at Normal Community
High School (3900 East
Raab Rd. in Normal) for
our concerts. Their space
provides the ease of parking, comfortable seating
where everyone can see
their children, and a stage

that fits all of our students
and has good acoustics.
Below are our performance
dates for the upcoming
school year:
6Tuesday, April 30
5:00pm ~ Kindergarten
6:00pm ~ 1st Grade

700pm ~ Chorus

Morning Duty Time
We are inside every morning before school until the
warm weather arrives in
the spring. Please make
sure your child has a book,
e-reader, journal, or other
quiet activity to do this
time. We like to help them
get their day off to a good
start!

McLean County Unit
District 5

Late starts during the 2018-2019 school year

Benjamin Elementary School
6006 Ireland Grove Rd.
Bloomington, IL 61705
Phone: 309-557-4410
Fax: 309-557-4511

http://www.unit5.org/
Domain/9
Benjamin Mission Statement
The Benjamin Bear community will educate and
empower all students to be proactive leaders.

Unit 5 will implement 12 Late Start Wednesdays this year, which will have all
students arriving one hour later than regular school start times. Elementary
schools will start at 8:45 A.M. on these days. Transportation pick up times will
run one hour later on these days than on regular days.
The purpose of Late Starts is to allow Unit 5 staff members to meet for 90
minutes of job embedded professional development and collaboration, which
will improve classroom instruction, enhancing the learning opportunity for students, despite the state’s financial crisis. Research supports ongoing, sustained, results oriented collaboration.
This common meeting time will allow teachers to: continue training in content
area practices and assessments, develop student achievement goals driven by
data, collaborate in the development of instructional strategies, develop common course assessments, analyze assessment data to guide instruction, collaborate on differentiating instruction for students, and enhance classroom
technology integration through training.
November Late Starts: January 30th & Feb. 13th

Benjamin Calendar
Jan. 28th-Feb. 1st

Carnival Pre-Order Forms Sent Home
Spirit Sticks & Rings for Sale Before School

Feb. 4th

6:30pm ~ PTO Meeting in the IMC

Feb. 6th

2:30-3:15pm ~ Chorus
4:00-5:00pm ~ Chess
Young Authors Books Due (So we can submit them to
the Unit Office by Feb. 8th)

Feb. 13 th

8:45am ~ Late Start/4:00-5:00pm ~ Chess

Feb. 14th

1:30pm ~ Classroom Parties

Feb. 16th

8:00-5:00 ~ Benjamin Chess Tournament

Feb. 18th

No School ~ Presidents’ Day

Feb. 19th

No School ~ School Improvement Day

Feb. 20th

4:00-5:00pm ~ Chess

Feb. 25th-Mar. 1st

Spirit Sticks for Sale

Feb. 27th

4:00-5:00pm ~ Chess

Feb. 28th

BoxTops Due for 2nd Semester Submission

Mar. 1st

5:00-8:30pm ~ Carnival!

Mar. 6th

2:30-3:15pm ~ Student Council Meeting

Mar. 11th

6:30pm ~ PTO Meeting in the IMC

Mar. 12th

8:30am & 1:00pm ~ Kindergarten Pre-Registration

PTO Facebook Page
& Amazon Smile
Did you know that
the Benjamin PTO
has a Facebook page?
There is a lot of great
and helpful information available on
it. Be sure to check it
out! The PTO also
has an Amazon Smile
account. When you
purchase items on
Amazon, and mark
Benjamin PTO, a donation comes back to
the Benjamin PTO!

PTO Updates
Please join us for our November PTO Meeting on Monday, February 4th at 6:30 pm in
the IMC at Benjamin. We discuss a variety of topics related to our school.

Benjamin Chess Team
Best of luck to our Chess Team, as they continue to compete during this
tournament season! They have done an excellent job! We will host the annual Benjamin Chess Tournament on Saturday, February 16th, from
8:00am-5:00pm. Go, Bears!!
Thank you to our Chess Sponsor, Mr. Rajkumar Thirupparkadal, to our Chess Coaches, and to
our parent volunteers! We couldn’t do it without you!
Attendance: Please be sure that your child is in attendance at school each day
that they are not ill. It is important for them to be present for the learning activities that take place each day. Many of these activities cannot be recreated
or sent home, due to the nature of group and partner learning, as well as exploration and sharing that takes place within the context of the lessons.

Citizen’s Advisory Council (CAC)
Thank you to Kristin Mullins and Scott Verdery for volunteering to represent Benjamin on the CAC! We look forward to hearing more about what educational topics the
CAC is studying this year.

December GROWL Winners
Congratulations to the following students who were
our December GROWL winners:
Connor Eardley (PE
Delveaux), Sam Wehmeyer
(PE Delveaux), Joe Honzel
(PE Myers), Hayley Michels
(PE Myers), Justin Harbaugh (KF), Nolan Reichert
(KF), Kate Kalitzky (KH),
Noah Steigerwald (KH), Ezrah Mason (KK), Caiden
Spivey (KK), Delaney Pott
(KL), Grayson Trowitch),
Haley Doctora (1A), Mason
McLeod (1A), Avani Dalvi
(1D), Bailey Hardy (1D), Sri
Bhavya Devarpally (1G), Arnav Sharma (1G), Evan
Broich (1S), Addison Walls

(1S), Avry Miller (2Fi), Anthony Nwachukwu (2Fi),
Ava Chatterjee (2Fo), Jeron
Findley (2Fo), Geana Allen
(2K), Kate Zhou (2K), Jocelyn Bird (2V), Bella Serna
(2V), Marissa Dugan (3A),
Jaxen Maubach (3A), Sukhi
Doddi (3C), Emmett Johnston (3C), Morgan Frailey
(3G), Myles Parola (3G),
Sariah Ester (3H), Sourya
Karuturi (3H), Grace Hertz
(4G), Juliette Kennedy
(4G), Maxene Alpas (4M),
Ayaan Shaik (4M), Norah
Parker (4S), Aditya Pericharla (4S), Jalen Allen (5AG),
Lucas Simon (5AG), Nysa
Anand (5DG), Seth Person
(5DG), Tessa Alden (5L),

Soham Panda (5L), Nolan
Burton (5W), and Sam
Lakamp (5W).

Each month, two students
from each class will be
drawn from all of the
GROWL winners from that
These students celebrated
month. These students will
with a pizza party with Mrs. be rewarded with a pizza
Bennington on January 15, luncheon with the principal.
2019.
They also receive a GROWL
medal, as a special gift. We
How does a Benjamin Bear
hope to recognize quality
receive a GROWL?
character in many of our
GROWLS are earned by gostudents throughout the
ing above and beyond our
year.
expectations in the areas of
respect, responsibility, or
safety. These are important
behaviors that will allow
them to become successful
adults.

Business Bears
Congratulations to all of our Business Bears for their hard work and creative ideas! Business Bears is an
entrepreneurial program where students have the opportunity to learn about starting a small business.
They create their own product, come up with an advertisement for it, and then sell their products at our
Business Bears Sale.
Some of the products made this year are: Memory Books, Pocket Pillows, Soap Surprise, Universe Slime,
Pencil Holders, Magnificent Magnets, Squishy Journals, Marshmallow Machines, and more! We are always
impressed with the creativity of the students!! Items cost between $0.50-$3.00.
Our first sale has been rescheduled for Friday, February 8th, from 7:25-7:40am. Business Bears should report to school at 7:00am that morning.
Thank you for supporting Business Bears! This year all profits will be donated to the Harmony Park Project, which is building a park that will allow students of all abilities to play together.
https://www.harmonyparkproject.org/

Student Council Spirit Sticks & Rings On Sale!!
Student Council will be selling Spirit Sticks and Spirit Rings during the week of January 28th through February
1st, from 7:25-7:40am in the lobby. Sticks are $1.00 each, and Rings are $2.00 each. Get a Big Mouth Shark and
many others! Mystery Food & Mystery Shape Sticks will also be available! Which one will you get??
All funds raised are used by Student Council to do things to help our school. Thank you for your support!

