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Calendar
Dec. 6th-10th

7:25-7:40am - Student Council Fidget Sale

Dec.9th

8:45am - Late Start & Retro Dress Day (70’s, 80’s, or 90’s)

Dec. 10th

Grinch Day
Business Bears Applicants Notiﬁed of Approvals/Changes

Dec. 13th

Holiday Headwear (reindeer antlers, lights, Santa hat, etc...)
5:30pm - PTO Meeting on Google Meet - meet.google.com/xtv-venh-naa

Dec. 14th

Winter Wonderland Day

Dec. 15th

Wacky Wednesday (crazy hair, crazy socks, mismatched clothes, etc..)

Dec. 16th

Ugly Holiday Sweater
1:30-2:30pm - Classroom Parties

Dec. 17th

Pajama Day & Last Day Before Break

Calendar Continued
Dec. 20th-Jan. 3rd Break
Jan. 3rd

No School - School Improvement Day

Jan. 4th

School Resumes

Jan. 7th

Yearbook Group Photos - Morning

Jan. 10th

5:30pm - PTO Meeting on Google Meet - meet.google.com/xtv-venh-naa

Jan. 12th

8:45am - Late Start

Jan. 17th

No School - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Jan. 18th

Business Bears Products Due

Jan. 21st

7:25-7:45am - Business Bears Sale - 3rd, 4th, & 5th Graders May Buy Products

Jan. 26th

8:45am - Late Start

Jan. 28th

7:25-7:45am - Business Bears Sale - K, 1st, & 2nd Graders May Buy Products

Become a Unit 5 Substitute - We need you! - Substitute Process & FAQ
Did you know that you can sub at any Unit 5 school, or you can select just Benjamin or any other combination of schools?

Business Bears Returns!

Business Bears Dates

Our student entrepreneurial group, Business Bears, is
back! Business Bears learn about starting a small
business. The students create a product design and
complete an application/business plan. Business Bears
will also be learning about local charities and will vote on
the charity that our sale proceeds will be given to after our
sales are completed. Over the years, Business Bears has
donated money to many different charities, including
Make A Wish Foundation, the Humane Society, the
Benjamin Scholarship, Harmony Park Project, and more!
This year, we are able to offer 2 sales for students and staff
to shop. All Business Bears will sell at both sales.

●

Jan. 21st - 7:25-7:40am - All 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders
shop

●

Jan. 28th - 7:25-7:40am - K, 1st, and 2nd graders shop

●
●
●
●
●
●

●

Dec. 10th - Approvals & Feedback to
Project Managers
Dec. 15th - Business Bears Meetings During Lunch Time
Jan. 4th - Google Slides Due to Lead
Teacher
Jan. 18th - All Products Due to Lead
Teacher
Jan. 21st - 7:00am - Set up for 3rd, 4th,
& 5th Sale
Jan. 21st 7:25-7:45am - 3rd, 4th, & 5th
Grade Sale - Gym
Jan. 28th - 7:00am - Set up for K, 1st, &
2nd Grade Sale
Jan. 28th - 7:25-7:45am - K, 1st, & 2nd
Grade Sale - Gym
Follow Up & Reﬂection will be in
February

School Improvement Goals
We are always working to improve as a school. We are continuing our goal of having all students reading at or above
grade level. One of the ways we are working towards this is to help students learn and practice learner behaviors that
predict success. Each month we will have a diﬀerent focus, and we will cover all 12 learner behaviors by the end of the
year. Here is the focus for this month:

Questioning
To Understand: Can students understand the core meaning behind the question?
●
Responding with statements that draw on the important concepts
●
Recognizing the key words within a question
●
Recognizing the type of answer the speaker is looking for
Parent Resource/Activity
Using Questioning to Understand - Guide for Parents

Math - This year, we will also be focusing on some best practice math routines that go along with our EveryDay Math,
to prepare students to develop a deep mathematical understanding as capable and conﬁdent learners, understand
and critique the world through mathematics, and experience the wonder, joy, and beauty of mathematics. We will be
using Traditional Math Talks, Which One Doesn’t Belong, and Splat!

October 2021 GROWL Winners
Congratulations to the following students who were our October GROWL winners:
These students received a medal and a certiﬁcate for a small treat from one of our McLean County restaurants! Their picture is
on display in the art and music hallway.
Evie May (PE Flood), Bodhi Jevne Reinhart (PE Flood), Lachlan Duﬃeld (PE Thomas), Molly Mathias (PE Thomas), Ethan Poulose
(KF), Misri Shah (KF), Emma Donahue (KHa), Chloe Fraley (KHa), Grace Miller (KHi), Javier Prado (KHi), Beau Beer (KV), Cary Myers
(KV), Caleb Bailey (1A), Jessica Thota (1A), Jaxon Moustoukis (1C), Aishani Ravi (1C), Greta Reynolds (1D), Safa Syed (1D), Aysha
Mohammed (1S), Nolan Swartz (1S), Kylie Frantz (2F), Rowan Mardis (2F), Maya Bill (2G), Payne Pearson (2G), Maggie Roan (2H),
Noah Zimmerman (2H), Adalyn Gerike (2K), Emily Hutchison (2K), Kaushik Dheeravath (3C), Taylor Francois (3C), Nathan Simon
(3E), Quinn Street (3E), Samuel Adeleke (3H), Sloan Street (3H), Prabhsimran Kaur (3T), Sreyansh Komuravelli (3T), Joey Janowiak
(4Ca), Payton Miller (4Ca), Connor Fetzer (4Co), Sejal Maheshwari (4Co), Luke Heinold (4M), Emerson Kalitzky (4M), Cenea Carter
(4S), Eva Faulkner (4S), Avery Roehm (5E), Reagan Rudicil (5E), Cade Bennett (5G), Avalyn Holderly (5G), Ava Chatterjee (5J),
Shourya Jain (5J), Mason Lakamp (5W), and Advithi Potturi (5W).
How does a Benjamin Bear receive a GROWL? GROWLS are earned by going above and beyond our expectations in the areas of
respect, responsibility, or safety. These are important behaviors that will allow them to become successful adults. Each
month, two students from each class will be drawn from all of the GROWL winners from that month. We hope to recognize
quality character in many of our students throughout the year.

Nurse Notes - Karen Reichard
Nurse Notes - December 2021 &
January 2022

Reminders
●
●

●

The Lost & Found is quickly ﬁlling up with clothing, hats, gloves, water bottles, and more! Please
have your child stop by and look for items that may belong to them. Thanks!
Afternoon Pick Up - Please keep the sign with your child’s name and room code up in your window
throughout the pick up process. While some staﬀ may recognize your car, not all do. This will keep
the line moving most eﬃciently. We appreciate this!
Talk with your child about how to interact with peers safely, responsibility, and respectfully during
recess. Give them scenarios, and have them share how they would react/respond.

Dressing for Cold Weather
Remember to have students come to
school with all of their warm weather
gear ~ coats, hats, gloves, scarves,
boots, etc..! In accordance with Unit
5 guidelines, we go outside for recess,
unless the temperature is below 20
degrees, with the wind chill factored
in.

Yearbooks will be sold this winter and
will be delivered in May. Flyers will
be sent home and announcements
will be made each morning for a
couple of weeks. All ordering will be
done online this year. We order a few
extras, but they sell quickly when
they arrive in May. If you want to
purchase a yearbook, it is best to do
so in the winter.

E-Learning Days - Parent Communication
Please see this information, regarding learning expectations for inclement weather
days this year.
E-Learning Days - Parent Communication

Area Team Padlet - Use this to see the most current information from our Art, IMC,
Music, and PE teachers.

Benjamin Area Team Padlet

Volunteering This Year
Below is the link that each volunteer will utilize to initiate a background check once each school year.
Unit 5 Volunteer Background Check .
Any volunteer who has not submitted a background check since July 1, 2021, should go through this screening.
This includes those who volunteer during the school day, as well as volunteers who work with students as part of
before and after school clubs. If parents are supervising students at an after-school carnival, volunteers for that
event do not have to be screened because students should be accompanied by a parent. These are just a few
examples.
We will still maintain a list of the volunteers in the same manner we have in the past. We have a Google Doc
(and we will add names to that document weekly.) If you have an immediate need to see if a volunteer has been
screened, please let me know. Remember, we will only notify you who is eligible. People who do not pass the
background screening will be notified privately of their disposition and the reason they are not on the approved
list.
The district is also requiring volunteers to be vaccinated. If you are volunteering at a Unit 5 event, please be
sure to submit your vaccination card, using this form . You only need to submit this form once. Thank you.

PTO Information

We hope you will join us for the next PTO meeting, which
will be held virtually on Monday, December 13th at 5:30pm
and on Monday, January 10th at 5:30pm. Here is the
Google Meet link: meet.google.com/xtv-venh-naa

PTO Board List 2021-2022
PTO Meeting Dates 2021-2022

Thank you to those who ordered from Papa John’s on November
30th for our Dine to Donate! We appreciate your support!

Volunteer Letter 2021-2022

Classroom Parties - December 16th
We will be able to have two room parents attend classroom
parties to help with the game and the craft. District guidelines
will need to be followed,. These parents need to provide proof
of vaccination. Younger siblings may not attend. If you are
planning the game, please keep in mind that the game should
follow social distancing guidelines. Food/snacks are not
allowed. Thank you for your understanding. We are so excited
to be able to have parties this year! Thank you for your help
and support in making them fun and safe.

Late Starts During the 2021-2021 School Year

Lunch Times for 2021-2022

nit 5 will implement 12 Late Start Wednesdays this year, which will
have all students arriving one hour later than regular school start
times. Elementary schools will start at 8:45 A.M. on these days.
Transportation pick up times will run one hour later on these days than
on regular days.
UU

11:00-11:25 Lunch/11:25-11:50 Recess - K & 4th
11:30-11:55 Lunch/11:55-12:20 Recess - 1st & 3rd
12:00-12:25 Lunch/12:25-12:50 Recess - 2nd & 5th

●

●
●

School Lunch continues to be free of charge
this year, through state funding for Covid
relief.
Milk may be purchased separately for $0.55.
Please have your child practice helping to pick
up and clean up wrappers, food they drop,
etc… during meals/snacks at home and remind
them to do this at school. This will help them
to be a responsible Bear in our lunchroom.
Thank you!

The purpose of Late Starts is to allow Unit 5 staff members to meet for
90 minutes of job embedded professional development and
collaboration, which will improve classroom instruction, enhancing the
learning opportunity for students, despite the state’s financial crisis.
Research supports ongoing, sustained, results oriented collaboration.
This common meeting time will allows teachers to: continue training in
literacy practices and assessments, develop student achievement
goals driven by data, collaborate in the development of instructional
strategies, develop common course assessments, analyze
assessment data to guide instruction, collaborate on differentiating
instruction for students, and enhance classroom technology
integration through training.
Upcoming Late Starts: December 8th, January 12th & 26th

State Farm Good Neighbor Grants
Did you know that any State Farm employee who volunteers 40 hours in one year for Benjamin
can raise $500.00 for our school? The employee does not have to be a Benjamin parent. The
hours can be spent doing a variety of tasks, including but not limited to, classroom help, PTO
meeting attendance, PTO phone call reminders, office help, clerical work, and bulletin boards.
Work can even be completed at home many times. If you work at State Farm or know someone
who does who would like to help, please contact Mrs. Bennington at 557-4410. We hope to hear
from you! Thank you to those of you who are already participating in this helpful program!! State
Farm also has a matching donation program. The Benjamin PTO is eligible! Any donations made
in the 2021-2022 calendar year are now eligible. So any Unraiser donations of $25 or more would
be matched by State Farm. This is a common cash donation example. You will need the
approximate date of your Unraiser donation (most will be from the end of August) and the amount
of the donation. When it asks for an email for verification, you can enter jensears05@gmail.com.,
Thank you for helping our school! If you have any questions, please contact Jen Kirkpatrick at
benjaminelementarypto@gmail.com.

Benjamin Mission
Statement, Vision, & Goals
Benjamin Mission,
Vision, and Belief
Statements

