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their route.  Knowing this 

allows me to support what 

happens on the buses.  I 

have enjoyed this process 

and look forward to repeat-

ing this during the winter 

months.   

Thank you to the families 

that attended the Curricu-

lum Night.  This is an impor-

tant link to your child’s edu-

cation.   

2009 ISAT results are in and 

posted on the school web-

page.  This report card is 

the school as a whole.  Our 

school improvement plan 

will continue to focus on 

literacy, comprehension, 

and vocabulary develop-

ment. 

Thank you, 

Karrah Jensen 

   Principal Message 

   Calendar of Events   

These past weeks have 

gone by incredibly fast!  I 

have been learning all the 

student’s names and get-

ting to know their families.  

This has been very reward-

ing.   

Towanda School has been 

implementing the Character 

Counts program during the 

Friday assemblies.  Each 

week we have highlighted 

one character trait.  We will 

soon be bringing the high-

lights to a close and begin 

to focus on the 7 Keys to 

Comprehension.  This book 

has been adopted by the 

staff to focus closely on 

reading comprehension.  

Each month we will intro-

duce a new key.  Teachers 

will be working on lessons 

designed to target that key 

in their classroom.  Parents 

will also receive a letter 

each month on what can be 

done at home to support 

this academic strategy.  In 

all the classrooms, teachers 

have displayed the keys and 

summaries of what they 

each mean.  We do have a 

few extra copies of the 

book if a parent would like  

to read it at home.   

During the last few weeks I 

have been getting to know 

your school community.  

After school I have rode 

each bus route.  It is impor-

tant to me to know where 

our students are being 

dropped off, who greets 

them each afternoon, and 

what are the routes that 

buses drive each day.  I 

have also become aware of 

bus routines that each 

driver implements during 

October: 

2nd—Progress Reports 

2nd—Fundraiser Kick off 

5th—PTO meeting 7:00 

9th—Spirit Wear Order Due 

12th—No School—Columbus Day 

15th—Vision/Hearing Screenings 

16th—Fundraisers Due 

 
16th—Early Release—Homecoming  
 Parade, 1:45 dismissal, 2:15 
 parade starts 
23rd—Parent Teacher Conferences—
 Call office to sign up! 

26th—30th—Red Ribbon Week 
30th—Halloween Parade/Classroom 
 parties 1:45 start time 
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Comprehension 
• What do you like 

to read? 
• What are the 

new words that 
you learned? 

• What hap-
pened? 

• What places 
were described? 

• What did you 
learn from the 
story? 

• Who were your 
favorite charac-
ters? 



PTO News 

School News  and Reminders   

  

 Thank you so much to all that attended the first PTO 
meeting. I look forward to a productive and supportive year. I would like to invite all parents to at-
tend the next meeting on October 5 at 7PM in the IMC. Please bring your ideas to share. If you 
have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 
 
    Best Regards, 
    Nicole Mackinson 
    PTO President 
    mackinsn@unit5.org 
        728.2362 

more hours throughout 

the calendar year.  

Thanks for your support! 

♦ ISAT results for Towanda 

are now posted on the 

website.  Take a mo-

ment to celebrate our 

successes! 

♦ Don’t miss the Book Fair 

at Towanda!  It will run 

from November 18 

through November 24.  

Last day landing on VIP 

Day.  Family Night will 

be Monday, November 

23rd from 3:30—6:30.   

♦ Plan ahead:  VIP day is 

November 24 from 9:30 

to 11:30.  Bring your 

Very Important Person 

to school!  Grandpar-

ents, elderly friends, or 

family friends are all 

welcome!  But remem-

ber only one person per 

child due to space. 

♦ Remember to check you 

lunch balances online! 

♦ CAC Openings:  We cur-

rently have two open-

ings for positions on the 

Citizen Advisory Council.  

That means that To-

wanda has no represen-

tation at these monthly 

meetings.  If you are 

interested please con-

tact Mrs. Jensen.   

♦ Upcoming Community 

Day event:  Monicals 

Pizza Night on October 

12, all day.  Part of your 

meal contributes to the 

proceeds earned that 

day for Towanda! Flyers 

coming out soon! 

♦ Recently our third grade 

class received dictionar-

ies.  Through a program 

funded by Verizon, each 

student in Mrs. Heaser’s 

class received their own 

dictionary to keep at 

school or at home.  

Thank you Verizon! 

♦ Flyer Policy:  Unit 5 has 

adopted a new policy 

that schools will no 

longer be sending home 

flyers from outside or-

ganizations.   All flyers 

will be available from a 

link on our school web-

site.  We will also have a 

few to display at school.  

Go Green! 

♦ School Reach Messages:  

From time to time, we 

will be sending out mes-

sages through the 

School Reach system.  

Please listen carefully to 

the complete message 

that is being given.  Mrs. 

Jensen will always try to 

be brief.  The purpose of 

the messages are to 

inform or highlight pro-

grams.  Check number 

and message before 

calling the school back. 

♦ State Farmers:  You can 

raise $500 for Towanda 

by volunteering 40 or 

Caption describing picture or 
graphic. 
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“To catch the reader's attention, place an interesting 
sentence or quote from the story here.” 

President—Nicole Mackinson 

Vice President—Kelly Schwamberger 

Secretary—Amy Kinsella 

Treasurer—Rhonda Simonson  

Towanda Staff Members 

Office Staff 

Karrah Jensen: Principal 

Wilma Koesterer: Admin Asst. 

Teachers 

Judy Lancaster: Kindergarten 

Laura Beth Litwiller : Kindergarten 

Stacie Finlen: First Grade 

Katrina Bates: Second Grade 

Lisa Heaser: Third Grade 

Adria Carter: Fourth Grade 

Susan Steinbach: Fifth Grade 

Laurie Roth:  LD Resource 

Christine Demetre: LD Resource 

Heather Anderson: Speech 

Peggy Caslow: Art 

Patty Houseworth: PE 

Pam Eaton: PE 

Heide Blaine: Music 

Support Staff 

Jan Murray: Nurse 

Kim Page: Social Worker 

Tiffany Taylor: Psychologist 

Liz Tomera: TA, fourth grade 

Susan Haag: TA, second grade 

Renne Slagel:  TA first/second grade 

Sarah Harper: TA, kindergarten 

Ed Smock: Head Custodian 

Joe Hinderliter: Night Custodian 

Sandy Schwoerer: Kitchen Mgr. 

Roxa Baize:  Kitchen Helper 

 



  Health News  

   Volunteer Screening 

   PE News    

urgent medical atten-
tion.  Some of these are: 
• Fast, troubled or short-

ness of breathing 
• Bluish, purplish or gray-

ing of skin around the 
lips and inside of 
mouth. 

• Not drinking enough 
fluids or refusing to 
drink 

• Sudden dizziness or con-
fusion 

• Flu-like symptoms im-
prove then return 
with fever and cough. 

Flu Season is approaching! 

If your child is sent home 
from school due to illness, 
please see the following 
information. 
The most common symp-
toms of seasonal flu and 
H1N1 are; fever greater 
than 100, cough, sore 
throat, runny or stuffy nose, 
body aches, headache and 
feeling very tired.  Some 
may even vomit or have 
diarrhea.  Most people who 
have been sick with either 
the seasonal flu or H1N1 
have recovered at home 
without treatment. 

 

Keep your child at home 
until they are fully recov-
ered to decrease the 
spread of germs.  Children 
must be fever, vomit and 
diarrhea free for 24 hours 
(without the use of fever-
reducing medicine) before 
returning to school AND 
feeling well enough to 
fully participate in a full 
school day. 
We urge you to call your 
child’s doctor to determine 
if an appointment is neces-
sary.   
It is very important that you 
watch out for emergency 
warning signs that need 

grade students for an 
hour after school on 
Tuesdays and Thurs-
days  through the mid-
dle of November 
HAPPY EXERCISING!!  
 
Mrs. Houseworth 

 
We have been busy 
keeping our bodies 
moving in PE a lot out-
side with the beautiful 
weather. Hopefully Oct. 
will be much of the 
same!! The students 
have an opportunity 
daily to wear pedome-
ters while exercising.  

 
We look forward to play-
ing a lot of soccer this 
month and continuing to 
be SAFE, RESPECT-
FUL, and RESPONSI-
BLE while exercising.  
 
Oct. 6 also begins the 
INTRAMURAL program 
for any 4th and 5th 
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 Keep saving 
those Boxtops 

for Education! 

 Please utilize 
the school web-
page as much 
as possible!  It is 
always updated! 

“Life doesn’t 
require that 
we be the 

best, only that 
we try our 

best.” 

-H. Jackson Brown, Jr. 

 

Thank you to all of the families that have been screened to volunteer in our school.  This is 
an extremely important part of keeping our school community safe.  As of October 1st, if 
you are not screened to volunteer you will not be allowed into the classrooms, on fieldtrips, 
or room parties.  Throughout the year you always have the opportunity to be screened.  Just 
stop in the office to do so.  But at this point we will turn you away if we do not have record 
of your screening.  Once screened it is a 24 hour turn around before the school is notified.  
Screened volunteers will now receive their badges and volunteer booklet.  You must sign off 
that you have been given your booklet to read.  If you signed up for multiple schools your 
badge is at the school that you first typed in the form.  Same badges for every school in Unit 
5.  You must be wearing your badge to be in the school.  Remember to always check in with 
the office when in the building.  This policy remains the same.   



New Teacher Spotlight 

Christine Demetre 
Welcome Christine Demetre to Towanda Elementary School!  Christine is our new LD resource 
teacher.  She works with kindergarten, third, and fifth grade students.  Christine grew up in Ohio but 
now resides in Morton for the past 10 years.  She received part of her education at Illinois Central Col-
lege and earned an AA in Interpreting Sign Language.  Then began as a freelance interpreter, interpreting 
doctor’s visits, business meetings, college classes, and elementary classes.  Next, she went to ISU for 
special education.  Christine moved on to a four month substitute teaching position in Peoria.  During 
all of this she has worked at a facility for adults with moderate to severe physical and developmental dis-
abilities.   
In her free time she likes to go shopping, biking, traveling and reading.  Traveling is her favorite activity 
to do!  She has been to Jamaica, England, and stayed in Germany for 2 months.  Wow! 
 

We look forward to all the experiences Christine has to share!  Welcome! 

Spirit Wear 

Don’t miss our Spirit Wear clothing sale for 2009-
2010.  Order form is also online to download.  
Please return to the office by October 9th.  Re-
member that spirit days are every Friday at To-
wanda and this is the perfect way to stock up on 
your orange and black.   This year we are also sell-
ing reusable grocery bags that promote your Bull-
dog Pride.  It is a great day to be a bulldog! 

Student Council News 
Towanda Elementary School held their annual 
student council election last month.  Student council 
members willingly give up their recess time to meet 
and discuss various issues relating to our school .  
They also spearhead community service projects.  
We are pleased to announce the following members 
of student council. 
President:  Myles Smith, Vice President:  Allison 
Smith, Secretary:  Ryan Kraft, Treasurer:  Alyssa 
Frazier 
Each classroom first through fifth grade also elected 
class representatives.  The following students will 
represent their class at bi monthly student council 
meetings. 

Fifth:  Baily Wagoner and Makayla Carmichael 

Fourth: Emma Young and Jaxon Piefer 

Third: Addie Smith and Chaz Catallo 

Second: Delilah Fisher and Jason Barres 

First:  Ella Bittner and Victoria Watson 

Thank you for your support, 

Miss Steinbach 

Miss Finlen 

We are on the web! 
www.unit5.org/towanda 

Unit 5 
   Halloween News 
On Friday, October 30, Towanda Elementary School will be celebrating 
Halloween.  We will start the activities at around 1:30 with students 
changing into their costumes.  Please remember that all costumes must 
be appropriate for school no blood or vampires, weapons, violence, or 
disturbing masks will be allowed.  All student bodies must be covered in 
correlation with the district dress code.  Any students with an inappro-
priate costume will be asked to remove it before the parade.   
 
At 1:45 we will line up for the parade.  This will run from 1:50 until 2:20.  
Please plan on watching the parade if you are available. Your Towanda 
Team will also be in the parade.  The route will allow for plenty of room 
for all families to see their child dressed up!  Following the parade we 
will be having our classroom parties until dismissal.   It will be a great 
day! 


