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Rules of composition 
 

1. First and last note of composition must be a “C”. 
2. All rhythms must be either quarter note or quarter rest. 
3. All compositions must be four measures long. 

 
Staff set-up questions to ask .... do I have a.... 
 
Treble clef? 
Time signature? 
Double bar lines (at the end)? 
Bar lines separating my measures? 
 
Questions to ask about my composition. 
 
Are the stems of my notes going straight up and down? 
Are my note heads the right size? 
Are my stems on the correct side of the note? 
Do I have four COMPLETE measures of music? 
Does my composition start and end on “C”? 
 


