Gaggle.Net

-2fele maill for studentSe

Dear A-Team Parents,

There are many different forms of communicatioeduday that are taught in our
schools. Email is one form that is quickly becomilng preferred method of communication for
most adults, for both personal and business apigica It is important for students to become
proficient in this tool in order to be successfdulis, and our state education standards include
technology and electronic communication. Using émii also provide students with extra
practice using correct writing conventions, imprayoverall literacy.

In order to meet these standards and give ouestadhands-on experience with email, an
account has been set up for each A Team studentghrGaggle.net. Gaggle.net is a safe, web-
based Internet system for students where the te&chivays in control. They provide
numerous tools that protect our students from ttergial problems of email and social
networking. The teacher controls what level of asdbe students have and with whom they can
communicate, and can set it to be as restrictedesssary; A Team students will only have the
ability to communicate with other students on #en. In addition, all messages pass through a
number of filters. Messages with offensive langydmanned file types, or other questionable
material are automatically rerouted to the studeteacher for review.

In addition to email, Gaggle.net has many advarfeatlires that will enhance students’
educational experience.

All users have a Digital Locker, which is an onliile storage system. Files can be

uploaded and accessed from anywhere, so studentgack on documents or projects at

home without needing a floppy disk or USB driver@achers can also store files that

can be accessible to students or parents.

Teachers can create school or class Message Boa@isat Rooms for ongoing

discussions or homework help, and control whickletis have access. These are filtered

in the same manner as emails, and postings bldokedfensive language and images

will be rerouted to the teacher for review.

Teachers and students can create a Blog as a pevseinpage or journal. Unlike many

of the popular blogging sites that have been imthes recently, Gaggle Blogs are safe

because they are filtered for content and imagles.tdacher controls access, and entries

can be reviewed at any time.

Additional features include built-in Language Tratisn, Spell Check, and an Auditory

Feedback System that will read emails and messaayel® aloud.

It is exciting to provide this web-based resouéhe A Team students, and with Gaggle.net as
our provider, we are putting safety first. You adsit www.gaggle.nefor more information, or
contact me with any questions.

Julie Nourie
A Team Language Arts
nourieja@unit5.org




Online Safety Pledge

| want to usethe computer and the Internet. | understand that therearecertain rules
about what | should do online. | agreeto follow theserules:

1. Iwill not give my name, address, telephone neiméschool, or my teachers’/parents’
names, addresses, or telephone numbers, to anyoeet lon the Internet.

2. 1'will not give out my email password to anygegen my best friends) other than my
teachers/parents.

3. I'will not send a picture of myself or otherseothe Internet without my
teachers’/parents’ permission.

4. 1 will not fill out any form or request onlinbdt asks me for any information about my
school, my family, or myself without first askingrfpermission from my
teachers/parents.

5. Iwill tell my teachers/parents if | see any latlguage or pictures on the Internet, or if
anyone makes me feel nervous or uncomfortable @nlin

6. | will never agree to get together with somebfraeet” online without first checking
with my teachers/parents. If my teachers/paremtseato the meeting, | will be sure that
it is in a public place and that | am accompanigai adult at all times.

7. 1 will not use any articles, stories, or otharks | find online and pretend it is my own.

8. I will not use bad language online.

9. I will practice safe computing, and check faiuges whenever | borrow a disk from
someone, download something from the Interneteceive an attachment.

10. I will be a good online citizen and not papgte in any activity that hurts others or is
against the law or my school’s policy.

Student’s Signature Date

Parent’s Signature Date

Teacher’s Signature Date



