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SPECIAL POINTS
OF INTEREST:

*PLEASE
REMEMBER TO
SIGN IN AT THE
OFFICE WHEN

VISITING
PEPPER RIDGE
ELEMENTARY.

THIS IS FOR
THE SAFETY OF
ALL OF OUR
STUDENTS AND
STAFF MEMBERS.
THANK YOU!

*Thanks to
Mrs. Warner and Mrs.
Carlson for
helping out on
Hearing and Vision
Screening Day!

Veteran’s Day is
November 11th.
Thank you to all
our
American

Veterans!

Sarah Edwards, Principal

Principal’s Corner

Dear Pepper Ridge Families,

It was wonderful to see so many of you
on Friday for Parent Teacher Conferences.
We appreciate you taking time out of your
schedule to attend this important event. One
of the greatest indicators of school success is
a strong home and school connection. We
are now entering our prime learning time for
the year. The teachers are in full swing with
the curriculum. Please make certain your
children are getting a good night of sleep,
and eating a healthy breakfast. It is also very
important to check student’s backpacks and
assignment notebooks to be sure that they
are staying organized and on top of home-
work. Please don't hesitate to contact your
child’s teacher if you have any concerns
about your child’s progress. We all need to
work together to achieve success.

On another note... please be aware that as
the year moves on, the weather is also
changing. We have started lining up in the
gym before school each morning. Students
need to have a book in their backpack to
read quietly during morning lineup. We will
continue going outdoors at lunch recess
unless the wind chill, or temperature is below
20 degrees. Students should wear hats,
gloves, and coats so that they stay warm and
healthy. Bundle up!

| hope everyone has a wonderful Thanks-
giving holiday season. | am certainly thankful
to be working in such a wonderful school with
such great staff, students, and parents.

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
Mrs. Edwards

edwards@units.org

Dawn Beck , PTO President

Important Dates To Remember

*CULVER’'S NIGHT
November 4th
*Picture Retake Day
November 5th
*Student Council Meeting
November 5th from 3:15-4:15
*PTO Meeting
November 10, at 6:30 p.m.
*Fall Concert Grades 4&5
November 12th at 6:00 p.m.
*American Education Week
November 15-21
*Report Cards Sent Home
November 20
*Turkey Trot
November 24
*Thanksgiving Break
NO SCHOOL
November 25, 26, & 27
*PTO Meeting
December 8 at 6:30 p.m.
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Make sure thal you check out our new Pepper Ridge Art Gallery soon to be up in the gym

hallway. A great big thanks goes out to Jeifrey Alan’s for donating frames which will

allow us to spotlight our student art work. Thanks so much!

Nurseds Not el

In keeping with the Unit 5 policy, | would like to remind parents/students of the following:
Any and all medications must be accompanied to school by a Unit 5 Supervised Self-
Administration of Medication Form. If the completed form is not on file, we are not allowed to
administer any medicines. This policy applies to prescription medications as well as over-the-
counter medications. Even mentholated cough drops must have a form on file. Thank you!

—

WOW! November is here!! We have had lots of fun in P.E. the past two months! At the begin-
ning of the year, we had an opportunity to spend time outside in the sunshine. The students en-

joyed soccer, football and ultimate frisbee. Now that the weather has been so rainy, we have had
to move our activities indoors! The kid
play some Aol do favorites. We had a bl
fundo activities. Ask your child about t
Ainet 0 games and volleyball. We wi | | be
dergarten, first and second will have some fun while the nets are up with a few activities that in-
corporate rolling, throwing, catching and target practice. They will get an opportunity to learn
how to pass, set and serve using beach

dents wil|l have a chance to play some o
portunity to participate in the Aturkey t
keyo( Cornish hen). They enjoy all the i
with each of your children. We are always working on sportsmanship and cooperation in P.E.

which incorporates our school rules; Be Respectful, Be Responsible and Be Safe.
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Each month the children (2%-5") parti ci pate in a monthly r
that is put up in the gym. The amount of time changes each month adding 30 seconds to the pre-
vious mont h. I f they are able to make t hfe
charm they can wear on their shoe. Any o nge
year will earn a t-shirt. They are very motivated by these rewards. They are learning the impor-

tance of being and staying healthy.

Come on in to the gym and observe all the fun we have! The students have
been working extremely hard in their classroom and when they come to P.E.
they are ready to fimoveo and we
Any questions or comments donodot h
Remember ééostay active and eat he

n

g
t
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UNITED WAY
NEWS

Thank you for
your
support of our re-
cent
United Way cam-
paign.

The students
raised $1360.66
which is certainly a
substantial amount.

One
reason that Unit 5
supports this effort
is that so much of
the money raised
benefits children
and families in the
Bloomington/
Normal area.

Lou Tice, of Love and Logic,
recently sent out a great
article on role models. Jim Fay
stated, oParen
learn far more from what you
do, than from what you say, so
the best role models only need
to set and live a good example
and let the kids figure the rest

out for then

THE PROVEN BENEFITS OF BREAKFAST FOR YOUR CHILD
INCLUDE :

>Better overall nutrition and healthy body weight k
>Fewer absences and reduced tardiness

>Higher scores on achievement tests i

Helpful Hints for Busy Parents

*Get off to a good start

Make sure your child has time for breakfast at home or take advantage of the
School Breakfast. School meals are a convenient, inexpensive and healthy option.
*Keep breakfast simple

Have items available in your kitchen that can easily be put together in the morn-
ing: cereal, milk, toast, cheese, fruit, and yogurt.

*Join your child for breakfast

Be a positive role modedat breakfast yourself and share breakfast with your

child when you can. Modeling healthy eating supports the development of healthy
behaviors in children. If you are eating poorly or skipping meals, your child is go-
ing to pick up on it. Establishing healthy habits can be very difficult for children

who receive mixed messages.
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Culver’s Night for Pepper Ridge!

t s, Pleaserjoir usion Wednesday, November
4th at Culvers on Market Street. 10% of all sales
go toward Pepper Ridge. This money will be used to stock our Puma
Paw Store, purchase incentives, and pay for our Puma field trips. Thank
you in advance for coming out to support us. Lunch purchases are also
included in this fund raiser. Get your office involved in raising money for
Pepper Ridge and have a great lunch or dinner!

1Isel ves. 0

Picture Retake Day is =1 —

PEPPER

on November 5th! @

RIDGE PRESS
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Reading Corner - This Month’s Key to Literacy Successis ~ rac= 4

Making Connections!

All students have background knowledge- based on the experiences they have had, the places they
have been, other books they have read, the things they have seen, etc... When reading books, stu-
dents should relate the experiences they are reading about to their own lives and background knowl-
edge. Making these connections helps students gain a better understanding of what they are read-
ing, and it helps them to remember what they have read.

What can you do?

1 Model the strategy by stopping to share how something in the book you are reading reminds you of some-
thing in your background knowledge.

1 Ask your child if they can remember a time when they experienced something that a character in the book
is experiencing.

1 Tryreversing it- when something happens in your daily life that could connect to the book you are reading
with your child, be sure to tell your child and then talk about it with them.

1  When you are reading with your child and you come across something that is confusing to you, talk with
them about how you will figure it out- reading on, looking up a word, asking questions, finding out more
about a topic etc... This is how you build your background knowledge.

L exile Scores?????7??

What i s my childdéds Lexile score and why shou'l d

“The Lexile Framework for Reading is a scientific approach to measuring readers and reading materials. A key
component of the Lexile Framework is a number called the Lexile measure. A Lexile measure indicates both the
difficulty of a text, such as a book or magazine article, and a student’s reading ability. Knowing the Lexile text meas-
ure of a book and the Lexile reader measure of a student helps to predict how the book matches the student’s read-
ing ability—whether the book is too easy, too difficult or just right.”

“Both a Lexile reader measure and a Lexile text measure are denoted as a simple number followed by an “L” (e.g.,
850L), and are placed on the Lexile scale. The Lexile scale ranges from below 200L for beginning readers and be-
ginning-reading text to above 1700L for advanced readers and text.”

“The Lexile Framework, which comprises both the Lexile measure and Lexile scale, is not an instructional program
any more than a thermometer is a medical treatment. But just as a thermometer is useful in managing medical care,
the Lexile Framework is useful in managing your child’s reading development.”

In lllinois, the Sat 10 and ISAT test results list the Lexile level for each child. Teachers at Pepper Ridge are using
this information to assist students in choosing books at their level. If you would like to have your child’s lexile score
please contact their teacher for that information. Our older learners in grades 4 and 5 should be able to tell you
their Lexile score, as they have been using these in their classes.

All of the above information was taken from the Lexile website. This is also a great resource for parents:
www.lexile.com/Calculator/LexileCalculator.asp

To check on book titles to see where they fit into your child’s Lexile range, go to: www.lexile.com and click on
families. It will ask you to type in the title of the book for search.



Important Student Safety Information

*  We have recently been working a great deal with students to help them understand Pepper Ridge
Elementaryisad Hands Of f Pl&se disouss with gour child the importance of keeping
their hands, feet, and objects to themselves. We have talked at length about solving problems with
our words and not our hands. We are also working on using the playground equipment safely

and responsibly during recess. We would ask that you please reinforce this with your children.

* On another safety note, Pepper Ridge Elementary has been working to update and adjust our
Crisis and Safety Plan. At this time all internal doors at Pepper Ridge will remain locked
during the day. This is for the safety of all students and staff members. In the future we will be planning
a very brief crisis and safety plan drill that will be similar to a fire or tornado drill. We will only practice
this position for a few moments just to be sure that we are all aware of what we would do in the event
a crisis did occur in our building. Please be assured, this drill will be done in a casual and

non-frightening manner . If you have any questions please Mrs. Edwards at 452-1042.

P ocitive Be Respectful
BIB"“*“"“_' Be Responsible
nstnl&rvnntluns Be Safe

upports

In this section each month, you will be able to read about our PBIS program. We use PBIS as a positive way to help
students make the best choices about their behavior each day. During the month of November we will be focusing
on great bus behavior. Check out the Blue Ribbon Bus display in the hallway leading to the cafeteria. Bus Riders
will receive a blue ribbon by their bus when the entire bus has gone a whole week with zero bus reports. When a
bus gets 5 blue ribbons, all the students on the bus earn a special reward.

Expectations
Our students are doing a great job following expectations. Please continue to remind your student to be safe, re-
spectful, and responsible at school and on the bus!

Puma Paws

We have certainly been handing out a lot of Puma Paws. Students have a chance to spend their Puma Paw points
each week at the school store. Our purchase other privileges in the building such as a special lunch, or the Puma
Filed Trips. We took our first trip last week to Rader Pumpkin Farm. The students had a great time.

Referral Forms

A referral form is completed when a student is not making positive behavior choices. Depending on the severity of
the issue, the referral is considered a major or a minor. If a student has a major referral, he/she will come to the
office to talk with Mrs. Edwards or Mrs. Schoonover, and a copy of the referral is sent home. Please take time to
talk to your child if you receive a major referral in the mail. If a student has a minor referral, the form is sent to the
office and kept on file.



