
Hello Parkside Families, 

 

Well, we are six weeks into 
the school year, and it feels 
as though we never left for 
the summer.  By now the 
children have the routines 
mastered, they’re familiar 
with each other and the first 
round of school wide testing 
is behind us.  Whew!  That’s 
a lot of work in only 6 

weeks. 

 

That also translates into 
prime teaching time.  Most 
of the teachers have moved 
beyond review from last 
year and are ready to begin 
teaching new material.  
Hopefully, as crops are har-
vested, allergy symptoms 
will cease and children will 
be able to get the sleep they 
need to focus and concen-

trate in class.   

 

It seems I have been reading 
a great deal about the impor-
tance of sleep, usually in the 

context that we Americans 
don’t get enough of it.  I 
believe that’s true for the 
children as well.  Our days 
are long and full of activities 
that require students to pay 
attention and to shift gears 
repeatedly.  For that to hap-
pen, children really need to 
get enough sleep.  Nine to 
ten hours a night is the rule 
of thumb, but some children 
may need even more!  Fre-
quently when I deal with 
students who have “melted 
down,” I believe lack of 

sleep plays a role. 

 

While it can be a struggle to 
get children into bed, routine 
is the best.  Washing up, 
brushing teeth, hearing a 
story (even for older kids) 
can all signal that it’s time 
for the body to wind down 
and recharge.  As the days 
grow shorter, this should be 

easier.   

 

Mrs. Shelly Erickson 

 

 

 

 

Back in the Swing of Things 

SPECIAL POINTS  OF 

INTEREST:  

• Remind your child to use 

robot arms whenever they 

are in a line and on their 

way from one point to 

another. 

• PTO is on October 1 at 

6:30.  Can you make it? 

• Ask your child if she used 

any points to purchase 

items from the cart on 

September 19.  What was 

it? 

• Which “Key to Compre-

hension are we working on 

in October? 

• Are you collecting Box 

Tops for Education?  We 

hope so! 

• Market Day pick up is 

October 4th 

• Scrip orders are due Octo-

ber 5th 

• Homecoming is October 
5th—1:15 dismissal 

 

Parent-Teacher Conferences 

Parent-teacher confer-
ences will be held on 
Friday, October 26 
this year.   

 

Some of you signed up 
at the Open House, but 

many families have 
not.  Please call the 
office to schedule a 
time to meet with your 

child’s teacher. 

 

 

This is a great opportu-
nity to discuss your 
child’s performance 

and goals for the year. 

Don’t miss out! 
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enough points to buy some 
goodies.  We will continue to 
change up the offerings every 

month, 
with an 
eye to 
offer 
non-
food 
re-
wards 

in addition to the treats.  One 
student, Memphis Cutchlow, 
used her points to have her 

name in the newsletter! 

Please remind your Penguins 
about robot arms; we have 
had several incidents of inap-

propriate physical contact. 

Fewer behavior referrals this 

year is the goal! 

The students have all been 
taught rules and expectations 
for the year.  Overall, we are 
seeing some big im-

provements in behavior! 

 

The cart made it’s way to 
all the classes on 9/19. 
Students were very ex-
cited and proud to have 

You should have already seen 
the homework for the first 
key, visualization, come 
home.  Ask your child if she 
can see pictures of what she is 
reading, hear the sounds, 
smell or taste what she is 

reading about.   

 

The letter that came home 
explaining this key also had a 
list of books that are espe-
cially good for teaching this 
key.  We hope you can all 

take some time to read with 
your child and to practice 
visualizing with him.  The 
key for October is “Making 
Connections.”  Look for more 
information on the second 

key. 

 

We will be passing out the 
keys and rewarding students 
who completed their home-
work in the first week of Oc-
tober.  Remember, though, 
your child can always go back 

to complete the assignment.   

We had a magician who 
talked about using the keys to 
unlock reading.  It’s true; 
good readers possess a skill 

equal to that of a magician! 

 

 

As an extra help, please clip 
the box tops along the dotted 
lines.  This saves our volun-
teers hours of clipping time.  
We are NOT collecting soup 
labels, Betty Crocker points, 
or other label items.  Please 
do not send those items in 

with the box tops. 

 

Parkside is collecting Box 
Tops for Education again this 
year.  Each top is worth 10 
cents for our school, which 
adds up!  Box Tops can be 
found on cereal boxes, Pills-
bury products and some fro-
zen foods.  A few times a 
year, PTO awards prizes to 
the classroom with the most 

box tops collected.  

All money raised goes toward 
PTO and our goal of new 
playground equipment.  If 
you have any questions, 
please contact LaNell Green-

berg at (309)452-4869 

 

Thanks for your help! 

 PBIS Update 

School Improvement for 2007-2008 

Box Top Collection  

Students who have better 

behavior also have better 

academic performance. 
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  Another fun fundraiser 
will be our “Noodles in No-
vember” night, on Tuesday 
Nov. 13, when a percentage 
of the cost of our meals will 
be donated to the school. At 
our last meeting, our mem-
bers came up with a plan to 
encourage parents to buy 

Noodles and Company scrip 
cards during the Oct. or Nov. 
scrip sales, then redeem them 
at the restaurant that night. 
What a great idea for a "two 

for one" fundraiser.  

Hope to see you there that 

night!  

dren having to sell anything.  
Please consider helping out 
for an evening and help us get 
closer to our goal.  The event 
dates have not been deter-
mined yet, but will be an-
nounced as soon as they are 
available.  Additional infor-

mation will be coming soon! 

Our first meeting of the year 
went well, we had good atten-
dance but we still had room 
for many more parents!    Re-
member that the best way to 
keep informed about what is 
going on at our children’s 
school is by checking out the 
monthly PTO meetings. We 
are very happy to report that 
we have all our committee 
chairs in place now, so please 
consider volunteering if one of 
our hard working chairs is 
looking for some help. There 
will be plenty of chances to 
get involved in the coming 

months, and you can make a 

big difference.   

 The kids had a great 
time at the fall fundraiser as-
sembly and probably by now 
you have had a chance to 
check out the catalogs. Please 
keep in mind that all the pro-
ceeds from the catalog sales 
will go to improve Parkside 
Elementary. School improve-
ment is the only reason for 
fundraising, and every penny 
we make benefits the 
kids. Many parents and stu-
dents have approached the 

 Several classrooms 
still need party planners and 
volunteers to help at the Hal-
loween parties on October 
31.  If you can help out in the 
following classrooms: KS, 
KH, 1S, 1W, 2B, 3P, 4S, 5G, 
5F, Mrs. W, Mrs. S, Ms. H, or 
Mrs. B,  please contact Kathy 
Berry at 452-1505 or                                   

markathy15@insightbb.com.  

 This year the 5th grad-
ers will be building the float 
for the NCWHS homecoming 
parade. The theme is “Under 
the Sea” and we can’t wait to 
see what the 5th graders and 
their parents made at the float 
building party. Let’s all check 
it out at the homecoming pa-
rade on October 5th! Go Pen-

guins!  

PTO News 

 
 The next PTO meeting 
will be on Monday, October 
1st at 6:30 in the multi-

purpose room. See you there!         

                                                                                              
Chris Rhodes & Dianna 

Cordero            

                                                                                     

PTO co-presidents 

PTO about the need for new 
playground equipment. Fair-
view Elementary was able to 
make major improvements to 
their playground, and we can 
do that at Parkside also! It 
will take a lot of time, money 
and effort, but it will be worth 

it. 

  The PTO has an op-
portunity to work concessions 
at the U.S. Cellular Coliseum 
as an additional fund-raiser.  
This is a great way to raise 
extra money for our play-
ground fund without our chil-
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Parents or students may con-
tact the school nurse or 

kitchen manager to read  

 

 

 

 

 

 

ingredient labels of products 

used in the lunch program.  

 Some items may be manufac-
tured on equipment that also 
processes products containing 
peanuts and other nuts.  Those 
items will be marked (~) on 
the lunch menu when compa-
nies have provided that infor-

mation. 

Due to the increasing number 
of students with peanut aller-
gies, peanut butter has been 
removed from the Unit 5 
elementary lunch menu.  
The cooks in the schools 
cannot guarantee that all 
foods served in the lunch 
program are allergen 

free. 

Children & Elders 

Forest 

Honor a child with a tree, cre-
ating a lasting memory and 
contributing to the health and 
beauty of our community.  
Register now to plant a native 
species tree in Eagle Grove at 
the corner of Parkside Road 
and Gregory Street.  The 
Children & Elders Forest is 
accepting applications until 
October 26.  The ceremonial 

planting date is November 17.  
Each tree costs $150 and is 
sponsored by a team consist-
ing of at least one adult and 

one child. 

 

In the first two years, the 
Children & Elders Forest has 
added 209 trees to our com-
munity in four different 
groves.  The goal for 2007 is 
to plant 155 more trees, 62 of 

which will be in Eagle Grove. 

 

Applications are available in 
the school office.  For addi-
tional information and photo-
graphs of Eagle Grove and 
the Children & Elders Forest 
project, go to 
www.normal.org/go/forest or 
call Alan Chapman at 452-

9247. 

 

  

Please review the lunch menu 
with your child on a regular 
basis.  That way, if you have 
questions regarding an item, 
you can call with your ques-

tions. 

October 5th is NCWHS 
homecoming.  We will dis-
miss at 1:15 that day! 
 

No school on October 8, 25 
and 26.   
 
Need a calendar?  Call the 
office or go to the website! 

Changes in School Lunch Policy       

          

Invest in Green—Plant a Tree 

Feel free to call the school 

office if you have any 

questions regarding this 

policy. 


