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Thoughts from the principal

Hello Parkside Families,

It took forever, but the
weather is finally starting to
feel like fall! Before we
know it, the holidays will be
here and all the extra fun
and work they bring.

| want to thank all the par-
ents who were able to make
it to conferences on October
26. | know they are short,
but it is still an excellent
opportunity for you to speak
with the teachers and to get
a better idea of how your
child is doing. Communica-
tion is the key to the maxi-
mum achievement for all the
students.

So far this year we’ve had
absolutely excellent turnouts
at Open House, Family
Reading Night, and Parent/
Teacher conferences. The
teachers and | all feel fortu-
nate to be in a school where
parents care about their chil-

dren's’ education. Research
has shown that the extra
effort to come to events like
this pays off huge dividends
with the students. Children
whose parents come to
school get better grades, and
participate more themselves.

However, schedules can be
so hectic! I hope that you get
to set aside time to celebrate
Thanksgiving with your
families. Although it can be
difficult to remember, the
most important part of the
holidays is spending time
together as a family.

Mrs. Shelly Erickson
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Look for the Book Fair Blizzard!

Each year the library hosts a
Scholastic Book Fair to raise
funds to purchase new books
for the IMC. This year the
fair is Nov. 12-16. You are
welcome to come and shop
any time from 10-4. During
the week, each child visits
the fair with his class and

makes his purchases. We
will have books for all ages,
including adults!

During the book fair, you
can also help your child’s
classroom increase its li-
brary with the Wish List
program. Simply select one

or more Book Wish dona-
tion cards. These titles are
hand picked by teachers as
desired selections for their
classrooms. Teachers really
appreciate this.

Be on the lookout for the
booklists coming home. See
you Nov. 12-16!
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School Improvement for 2007-2008

On October 25, the teachers and |
spent the afternoon discussing the 7
Keys to Comprehension and plan-
ning lessons for 3 of the keys. We
chose specific books and created a
primary and intermediate lesson for
each of the following: making con-
nections, questioning, and determin-
ing importance.

I cannot stress the importance of
background knowledge when chil-
dren are reading. Our 7 keys book
discusses how books mean different
things at different times of our lives.
A person might read a book as a

The month of October was very busy
for us. When the PBIS team met and
looked at our referral numbers, Septem-
ber was exactly the same as last year!
Needless to say, we were disap-
pointed. The overall tone of the
building is that students are being
more well behaved than last year.
As we looked at the data more
closely, when we isolated a few
situations, our numbers did look
better. We decided to renew our
efforts to follow through with our
standard consequences for break-
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You may have heard about a new law
passed by the Illinois General Assem-
bly. It mandates that we WILL observe
a moment of silence at the opening of
every school day. It isto be used as a
reflection of the anticipated activities of
the day.

We do it right before we say the Pledge
of Allegiance. It is a brief period,;
around 30 seconds.

Students who have better

behavior also have better

academic performance.

child and identify with the children
in the novel. Later on, they might
read the book and identify with an
older character, or with an experi-
ence that they had later in life.

Sharing your connections with your
children is equally as important.
My husband is always sharing sto-
ries from his childhood with our
boys. (sometimes we tease him
about that!) But I know that if they
read a book about fishing or about
playing basketball, even if they
haven’t had the experience, they
might think about him. And a con-
nection will be there for them.

PBIS Update

ing those rules. Students who are
touching each other, or who are not a
zero voice level in the hallway are
asked to go to the end of the line. In the
lunch-
room,
this has a
HUGE
impact.
Students
hate to
have to
wait
longer for

Did you know children should be active
at least 60 minutes every day...at least 3
times a week the activity you do should
make you sweat! A healthy diet and
regular physical activity are important
factors in maintaining great health!

Choose activities you like to do as a
family. Then it won’t seem like a
chore. Try these ideas:

The teachers created some awesome
lessons on October 25. 1’m sure the
children will enjoy them.

I also hope you continue to find
time to read with your own chil-
dren. It’s like the VISA commer-
cial says; “priceless!”

)

their lunch than they have to.

We also decided to reteach the rules
with some students who continue to
break them.

The children continue to be excited by
their purchases on the cart; we’ll keep
changing the options up. The next date
is Nov. 7

We know the children can continue to
improve. Our goal? More time teach-
ing and learning, less time correcting
behavior. We can do it!

e  Dance to your favorite music
e  Take atrip to a museum or zoo
e  Play basketball or soccer

e  Take a nature walk or hike

Childhood obesity is a growing prob-
lem. Creating good habits now will pay
big dividends later on in life!
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The PTO would like to
thank all the students and parents
who participated in our catalog
sales fall fundraiser. Your efforts
really paid off! We raised over
$4500 for the school. Our fund-
raising chair Susan Biancalana
and treasurer Michele Sampson
put in a lot of hours getting eve-
rything organized but it was
worth it, because every penny we
raised will be well spent. It won’t
be long before it’s time for the
annual teacher’s wish lists, so
that money will really come in
handy

Don’t forget about Noo-
dles night on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 13™. You can buy a gift card
during the November scrip sale
and have it on time to use at the
Noodles and Co. restaurant on
Main St. in Normal. A portion of
the cost of your meal will be
donated to Parkside Elementary
and neither the gift card or the

Santa’s Secret Workshop will be
on Wednesday, December 5th.
We no longer have access to the
art/music room, so it will be in
the multi-purpose room for one
day only this year. Set up time
will be limited, so we need
plenty of volunteers. Please
consider helping out. It’s nota
fundraiser, just a service to the
school. It’s worked out well in

the past and the kids seem to

PTO News

as the teachers choose what
equipment and supplies

they would like to have to im-
prove our school.

Congratulations fifth graders on
building such a cool float for the
Normal West homecoming pa-
rade! We have gotten a lot of
positive comments about it from
people who saw the parade. Float
chair Darren Sampson did a
great job coordinating all the
different aspects of float build-
ing, towing, trailer parking and

meal will cost you anything ex-
tra. It’s a quick and easy two-

for-one fundraiser, and hey, eve-
rybody needs to eat, right?

enjoy it so despite the time and
space restrictions we decided the
show must go on!

This is a good way to get in-
volved at your child’s school
and we don’t ask for more than
one hour of your time.

everything it took to get the float
going. This is a perfect example
of the positive things that can
happen when dads get involved
in PTO!

Our next meeting will be on
Monday, November 5™ at 6:30
in the multi-purpose room. See
you there!

Chris Rhodes and Dianna
Cordero

PTO co-presidents
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Stranger Danger Reports

It has become a common occur-
rence for me to get reports of
suspicious cars in various
neighborhoods around the com-
munity. If you read the Panta-
graph, you have also seen other
news items where it’s reported
that people have tried to get chil-
dren to help look for lost ani-
mals, and other such ploys.

This situation presents a
dilemma for me. | most defi-
nitely want all Parkside students
to be safe at all times. However,

it is not always possible or prac-
tical for me to send a note home
communicating these reports to
all families. And, last year when
| sent notes home, several chil-
dren became very upset and
were frightened to come to
school.

I am asking that you review
stranger danger rules with your
child at home. He will be most
comfortable hearing that infor-
mation come from a parent in
the safety of his own home ver-
sus school. | will inform parents

Upcoming Important Dates

November 1-Market Day
pick up

November 2-Scrip
orders due

November 12-16 Book Fair

The greatest gift you can give

November 5-PTO, 6:30

November 7-PBIS cart

December 3-PTO, 6:30

December 4-4th/5th grade
Music program, 6:30

December 5-Santa’s Secret
Workshop, 3:00-5:00

December 20-Class parties

people is the gift of time.

of any situation that | believe
presents an immediate danger to
our school community. 1 will
not, however, send a note about
every email | receive from the
entire Bloomington/Normal
area.

A videotape has been ordered
and we will have students watch
it at school. Teachers will re-
mind students to be careful. |
hope you will have more de-
tailed conversations at home
where | believe it will have the
greatest impact on your child.

November 13-Noodles
Fundraiser

November 14 & 28-
Board Meeting 7:00

November 22 & 23-
No School

December 21-Last day
before break

January 7-Institue
No School

January 8-School resumes



