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Thoughts from the principal

Hello Parkside Families,

As the school year draws
to a close, our pace seems
to become more and more
hectic. End of the year
reports, final assessments,
setting up plans for next
year, working on class
lists....I could go on and
on. The closer we get to
May 30, the bigger my
list seems to get instead
of smaller.

I am sure that many of
you feel the same way.
My husband, who works
at State Farm, gives me a
hard time about
“needing” a summer
break. After all, he
works all year long!

The school year, how-
ever, 1s a rather intense
experience. Every month

I think, “now things will
slow down,” but that
never seems to happen.
Summer is a great time
for families and teachers
alike to slow down and
get to smell the roses.
It’s a great time to reflect
on how we want to do
things differently and to
think about a chance to
start over in a whole new
year.

I hope you all get time to
enjoy your kids, recharge
your batteries, and to take
a break from that daily
routine that can get to be,
well, a grind!

Have a fabulous summer
and come back ready to
work hard and make tons
of progress next year!

Mrs. Shelly Erickson
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Unit 5 Student Art Show

The Unit 5 stu-
dent art show is being
held from April 28-
May 4. Select stu-
dents’ art works will be
exhibited at the East-
land Mall during this
time. This is an excel-

lent opportunity to
view artwork from the
students at Parkside
Elementary and to see
what students have cre-
ated at other schools in
the district. You may
even see a masterpiece

that your child has cre-
ated this year in his or
her art classes.

Patricia Garbe &

Stephanie Cunning-
ham, Art Teachers
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Inclusive practices

Upcoming dates

SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST:

e Happy Feet is May 15.
We will have a picnic
lunch with gondolas.

e PTOis May 5th at 6:30.
Please join us in the cafe-
teria!

o The big announcement
was made if students have
___ 7 keys, they will leave
school to attend a movie
at the Normal Theatre on
May 16th..

o Ifyou shop at Target you
can designate Parkside to
get 1% of your purchases.
Sign up at  Target.com/
tcoe. We just received
8175 to use for school
supplies we are not able to
purchase with district
money. Thank you!

o Scrip orders are due on
May 16th this month.
Market Day orders are
due on May 15th.

o Ifyou shop at Office De-
pot, 5% of what you spend
comes back to us. Park-
side’s number is
70033739.
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School Improvement for 2008-2009

This school year has been ex-
tremely exciting as we have
worked on reading skills with
the children. Many of you know
that we have piloted a new
guided reading program in 3
classrooms. We refer to it as
Reading A-Z, which is a web
based program with a huge num-
ber of resources available to
teachers. Because of the large
number of leveled books that
can be downloaded, we are able
to assess students and put them
in groups where they are using

This has been a very successful
year for us and the PBIS pro-
gram. Students have given me
much positive feedback on

the cart, Happy Feet days,

and the Penguin Points that
they earn. The PBIS team

has worked very hard to

make these things happen.

I want to thank Anne Atte-
berry, Becky Stachnik,

Shana Brownlee, Angela

Jump Rope for Heart

150 students participated in
Jump Rope for Heart this year.
That’s 42% of all 3rd—>5th grad-
ers. They raised a whopping $3,
429.50! Wow!

Mr. Chaplin is figuring out a
reward for these students. Mrs.
Stachnik’s class raised the most
at $932.25. Thank you for all

your support!

materials that are right at their
level. Research is very clear that
students make the most growth
when using materials they can
actually read.

Next year all the classrooms will
be using these materials. We
will also be assessing students at
least 3 times during the year to
monitor their progress. In the
pilot classrooms all students
have made growth, some as
many as 5 to 6 steps. Now,
that’s exciting!

PBIS Update

Wright, Kris Stayton, Dawn
Goldman, and Tena Sprau for
the time they have spent on the
committee. Many of these
teach-
ers met
over the
summer
to de-
velop
our new
pro-

Volunteer Breakfast

We at Parkside hope you all
know how “berry” special you
are to us! We appreciate every-
thing that all our volunteers do.

Please join us for breakfast

in the
morning. Whether you’ve come
every day to run a group, or

Please consider if you can come
to school to volunteer in a class-
room to help with this very im-
portant reading project next
year.

I want to thank our Title I teach-
ers, Anne Atteberry and Sarah
Arundale for initiating this excit-
ing idea and working so hard to
make it happen. Thanks, too, to
the pilot teachers for all their
hard work; Teresa Arendell,
Tena Sprau, and Becky Stach-
nik.

gram, and we also met once a
month throughout the year to
plan events, analyze data, and
discuss student interventions.

There is no way I could do all of
this by myself. This is an awe-
some team!

you’ve helped out one time, you
are appreciated and invited to
enjoy some treats with us.

Unfortunately we cannot feed all
the children as well. If you must
bring your child with you before
7:55, we will have an early
“recess” on the playground.

We hope we see you there!
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We made it! Another
school year is winding down and
it’s been a very productive and
rewarding year for the PTO at
Parkside Elementary. Family
Fun Night was a big success
again this year, thanks to all the
parent volunteers who stepped up
to help us out that night. Special
PTO kudos to FFN chair Susan
Biancalana and co-chair Melanie
Johnson for all their hard work.

Speaking of, we’d like to
thank all of our committee chairs
and parent volunteers for all the
time and effort they have put in
this year on all our various pro-

Playground Clean Up
Day

We will be having a playground
clean up day this year on Satur-
day, May 17 at 10:00 a.m. We’ll
be working in conjunction with
Cub Scout pack 15 on their pro-
ject to help clean up the commu-

Last Meeting for the Year!

Our last meeting of the
year will be on Monday, May
Sth at 6:30 in the multi-purpose
room. Come out and have some
snacks. Meet our new board
members for next year, and help

PTO News

jects. We were going to recog-
nize all the individual chairs by
name in this article because they
all did such a good job, and of
course they had so many volun-
teers working with them. How-
ever, it would be difficult to try
and name all of them and every-
thing they’ve done for the
school. We really have been
“hitting on all cylinders” this
year with our committee chairs.
They all went above and beyond
what was expected. As PTO co-
presidents we really have been
lucky to have such a great group
of parents to work with.

nity. This year will be fairly
low-key. Our main goal is to
shovel the gravel back into the
playground that has overflowed
onto the grass. If we don’t keep
the gravel in check every year it
will build up until it is a foot

deep outside the railroad ties and
we’ll need to rent a bobcat again

to move it all.

us end a successful year on a
positive note. Diana and I will
miss working with everyone as
co-presidents, but we’ll still be
around to help out where we can
and to answer questions.

See you May 5th!

Chris Rhodes and Diana
Cordero, PTO co-presidents

We would like to name
just one though. If we had an
“MVP” award for most valuable
parent this year, it would defi-
nitely be our “supertreasurer”
Michele Sampson. She has been
involved in almost every PTO
project this year and has always
done a great job.

Of course, our principal
Mrs. Erickson, secretary Heidi
Bosquez and librarian Mr. Starr
have always been there for us
also.

So, all you Parkside
dads, grab a shovel and a garden
rake and spend an hour with us
to help improve the playground
for all the kids.

Parkside Penguins Rock !
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Inclusive Practices in 2008-2009

When class lists are
posted on August 15, they will
appear larger than they have in
the past. That is because all of
our special education students
who were listed under Mrs.
Stayton, Mrs. Brownlee, Ms.
Hatfield or Mrs. Wojtanowski in
the past will now be on regular
education class lists.

Unit 5 is moving toward
more inclusive practices for all
special education students.
Therefore, all the students will

be included to a greater extent in
the regular education class-
rooms. There are many reasons
for this to happen. Research
supports greater long term bene-
fits for special education stu-
dents who take part to the great-
est extent possible in general
education classes. They know
their classmates better, are ex-
posed to same age peers and ex-
pectations, and have a chance to
adjust to social situations with
non-disabled children.

Upcoming Important Dates

May 9—Young Athlete’s
Culminating Activity, 9:00

May 16— Movie at the
Normal Theatre for stu-
dents completing all 7
Keys to Comprehension,
8:35 departure; 11:15 re-
turn

May 28— Play Day in p.m.
May 29- Play Day rain date

May 30- One hour; pick up re-
port cards and say good-bye to
everyone for the summer!

May 19— Normal Public Li-

brary presentation, 10:30

Of course, when the
children need to be pulled out
for specific, direct instruction at
their level, we will make sure
that happens. We want to make
sure the students are having their
needs met in addition to being
exposed to the regular education
curriculum.

We’re looking forward
to our new way of approaching
special and regular education
with all children next year.

May 21- Volunteer Break-
fast, 7:30-8:30

May 23- Prairie Fire Theatre
presentation of “Little Red’s
Most Unusual Day” 9:00

May 27— Talent Show, 1:30

Please try to mail your reg-
istration in to the office by
August 4. Mrs. Bosquez
and I will be back in the of-
fice then getting ready for
the fall. If you come to walk
in registration, it is August 7
from 3:00-7:00. If you are
not planning on returning
next year, PLEASE let us
know!



