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6th & 7th Grade 

Exploratory Course 

Trimester Dates 
November 13—end of 1st trimester 

February 26—end of 2nd trimester 

June 2 or last day—end of 3rd trimester 

Check Skyward regularly for your student’s pro-
gress in exploratory classes.  Teachers will dis-
tribute progress reports at the time of report card 
distribution as well  
as at other times throughout the trimester. 
 
During their 6th and 7th grade years,  
students will have the opportunity to explore all 
six trimester exploratory courses. 

This hybrid course combines visual art,  
technology, and business techniques to em-
power students through the analysis, critique, 
and creation of digital projects.  This course al-
lows students to collaborate with their peers as 
they discover technologies such as digital/video 
cameras, along with various computer soft-
ware.  Students will gain the ability to differenti-
ate, evaluate, and produce/perform digital de-
signs and techniques in contemporary society.  
Some software that students will use in this 
course include: 

PowerPoint 
Photo Story 
Movie Maker 
Photoshop 
Internet 
Microsoft Office 

During the trimester, students will apply 
design elements and design princi-

ples within two-dimensional 
and three-dimensional 

units of study.  
The units 

of study 
are organized sequentially to include integrated 
technology and provide differentiated instruction 
for all students. To promote cultural diversity, a 
broad range of visual arts is offered throughout 
the course of study. Visual Art assessments are 
designed to establish achievement targets and to 
guide instruction and maximize student learning. 
Achievement targets are directly 
aligned with Illinois Learning 
Standards and district ap-
proved curricular goals. The 
units of study include: 

Drawing 
Painting 
Sculpture—Ceramics 
Printmaking 

Gateway To Technol-
ogy (GTT) is an activity oriented 

program designed to challenge and engage the 
natural curiosity of middle school students, and is 
taught in conjunction with rigorous academic cur-
riculum.   

````````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 
Design and Modeling Lessons 

Introduction to Technology 
The Design Process 
Sketching and Views 
3D Computer Modeling 
Prototype Fabrication 

 
The focus of instruction is on 
developing stronger math, 
science, and technology in-
quiry skills.  Students use 
geometry, problem-solving, 
teamwork, and product manage-
ment skills to design and de-
velop product prototypes. 

 

Where are all the engineers? 
Aren’t engineers those brainy nerds wearing 
pocket protectors?  No, not quiteé 
 
Did you know Montel Williams is a U.S. Naval 
Academy graduate in general engineering?   
 
Bill Nye, “The Science Guy”, has a degree in me-
chanical engineering from Cornell University and 
used to work for Boeing. 
 
You might be surprised by the exciting variety 
students can find in the engineering world.  With 
over half of U.S. engineers and scientists nearing 
retirement, the U.S. needs more than one million 
engineers and technical workers.  GTT allows 
students to explore these exciting opportunities. 

Visual Arts 

Gateway To Technology 

12 week Courses 

Computer Explorations 

Digital Media  

Family & Consumer  

Sciences 

Foreign Language 

Gateway To Technology 

Visual Arts 



 

During the trimester,  
students will learn how to use 
the correct keyboarding tech-
niques.  The students will 
learn how to use good pos-
ture and technique while im-
proving their accuracy and speed.  The stu-
dents will also learn about the Microsoft Of-
fice Suite.  They will complete projects that 
will help them learn the basics of the pro-
grams offered by Microsoft Office. Achieve-
ment targets are directly aligned with Illinois 
Learning Standards and district approved 
curricular goals.  The Microsoft Office pro-
grams the students will be working with are: 

Microsoft Publisher 
Microsoft Excel 
Microsoft PowerPoint 
Microsoft Word 

 
By the end of the trimester, students should 
be able to keyboard using the proper tech-
niques and posture.  They also should be 
able to perform tasks using the Microsoft 
Office programs listed above. 
 

We’re going on a trip! During this 
twelve week course, students will 
“travel” to Spain, France, and Germany 
to explore the language and culture of 
each European location as well as 
learn key travel vocabulary in Spanish, 
French, and German.  By the end of 
the course, students will have a better 
understanding of each culture and be 
able to say basic Spanish, French, and 
German vocabulary words that relate to 
travel. Some of the travel topics cov-
ered include:  

European geography 
Preparations for traveling 
abroad 
Tips on airport navigation 
and transportation around 
town 
Currency  
Introductory conversations 
Exploring sights around town  
Ordering food in a restaurant 
Shopping  

 

Family & Consumer Science teaches skills for spe-

cific careers. Health inspectors and food photogra-

phers require culinary knowledge. Social workers 

and parole officers study human development. 

There is no job called FCS. 

FCS skills/knowledge lay the 

groundwork for many careers. 

Our goal at the middle school 

level is to expose students to 

many career choices so they 

can see how  certain learning 

leads to job opportunities. We want students to 

experience “working” in these positions to deter-

mine their possible interest or special skills in 

these areas. Choosing a career which utilizes your 

talents and interests leads to happy satisfying em-

ployment.  Lastly, we will guide students to see 

value in developing FCS skills in their daily lives. 

For example, students will be thinking of their first 

“home away from home”—quite possibly a modest 

apartment. Students will learn how to save money 

as they change that generic apartment into a home 

that reflects who they are. Being able to paint 

walls, hang pictures and curtain rods, and repur-

pose used furniture will certainly help stretch their 

first paychecks.  

Units of Study  

Environment/Ecology  

Nutrition/Wellness  

Financial Literacy  

Textiles/Fashion/Apparel  

Housing/Interior Design/Furnishings  

Relationships/Human Development/Parenting  

Computer Explorations Family & Consumer Science Foreign Language 


