October/November 2009 Newsletter

Principal's Letter

Dear KJHS Families:

The 2009-2010 school year
has begun on a very positive note.
Kingsley made adequate yearly
progress (AYP) on the math and
reading ISAT tests that were taken
in March, 2009. 86% of our
students met or exceeded
expectations in reading and 87.6%
of our students met or exceeded
expectations in math. The two
school improvement goals for the
2009-2010 school year are as
follows: 1. 88% of the 6th, 7th,
and 8th grade students at KJHS
will meet/exceed on the 2009
Reading ISAT. 2. Decrease by 5%
the number of discipline referrals to
enhance student learning and
achievement by keeping students in
the classrooms.

Our enrollment is down this
year due to a smaller class in sixth
grade. Currently, KJTHS has 1,025
sixth, seventh, and eighth grade
students.

The new exploratory classes
(Art, Computer Skills, Family and
Consumer Science (FACS), Foreign
Language Experience (FLEX),
Gateway to Technology (6TT), and
Digital Media) for sixth and seventh
graders will last twelve weeks.

Students will receive progress
reports for these courses on a
different schedule. At the time of
the first quarter report cards,
exploratory teachers will print and
distribute a progress grade sheet
for students to take home to show
parents. These will not be mailed.
Final trimester grades will be
entered and will show on the
student’s 2nd quarter report card.
This process will continue for the
second and third trimester. Twelve
week courses will end on November
13, 2009, February 26, 2010, and
at the end of the school year. As
always, parents are able to look at
their child’'s progress at any time on
Skyward. 8th grade elective
classes (French, German, Spanish,
Art, Computer Skills, Family and
Consumer Science (FACS), Gateway
to Technology (6TT), and Digital
Media) will follow the procedures
for the quarterly report cards.
Our new middle school
schedule implemented this fall was
designed for 47 minute classes.
The schedule was created to allow
for more language arts time in 7™
and 8™ grades and to eliminate
large study halls. All students have
one language arts class and one
class called literature and
composition. The language arts



class will focus on the writing
process, grammar, different forms
of writing (narrative, expository,
persuasive), oral
communication/listening, research
skills, and internet resources. The
literature and composition class will
focus on reading strategies
(prereading, during reading, after
reading, 7 keys to comprehension),
genres, literary elements and
techniques, vocabulary/word
analysis, response to text, and
internet resources.

We had a huge turnout for
our first ever before school 6th
grade Open House. Thank you to
students and parents who attended
this evening. Thank you to
everyone who attended the 7th and
8th Grade Open Houses on
September 15. We want to work
with you as partners to help your
child achieve his/her potential.

Students recently completed
the MAP (Measures of Academic
Progress) testing in reading, math,
and language arts. These tests
have been administered to
determine each child's instructional
level. They will be administered
again in May to measure each
student’s academic growth during
the school year. Teachers will have
access to these scores immediately
since it is a computerized test. The
results will be shared with parents
in the near future. Teams will
utilize this data to provide
interventions and to  enhance
academic programming for their
students.

KJHS has an RtI (Response
to Intervention) specialist working in
our building this year. Jennifer
Schierer is providing interventions
for students who are not achieving
at grade level in reading. She is
working with small groups or
individuals throughout the day,
primarily focusing on 6th grade
students.

Please remember that if you
have concerns about a class or class
work for your child, you must talk
directly to the teachers first. This
is the first step in clear
communication between teachers and
parents. Face-to-face
parent/teacher conferences are the
most effective means of
communication.

Please help us every day by
looking how your child is dressed
(appropriate and ready for a day of
learning), being sure homework has
been completed, and making sure
your child is not overscheduled with
activities so that he/she can be
successful in academics.

Please remember to call us
with any concerns or questions about
rumors and academic and safety
issues! We are here to help your
child achieve academically in a safe
and supportive environment!

Sincerely,

Dr. Lynette Mehall, Principal
mehalllh@unit5.org
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Early Dismissal for Homecoming

Don't forget our early
dismissal at 1:15 p.m. on October 2
for the NCWHS Homecoming.
Since our students attend both high
schools we alternate early dismissals
for the high schools.

E-mail Communication Etiguette

The KJHS staff would like to
enhance e-mail communication with
parents by asking you to call when
you have challenging issues instead
of e-mailing long communications
with the staff. It is important
that teachers, parents, and
administrators meet face-to-face
to solve academic and behavior
struggles that students are
experiencing. If you have a concern
that you would like to discuss with a
staff member, please e-mail the
staff member that you would like to
discuss it and leave a phone number
and a convenient time to call. E-
mail does not carry a tone, and it
often promotes misunderstandings.
Our ultimate goal is to deal with all
issues respectfully.

If you do e-mail staff
members, please remember to
utilize professional e-mail etiquette
when communicating by considering
the following points: 1. Be concise
with information or questions
without extensive elaboration. 2.
Be cognizant that-mails don't carry
a tone and are easily
misunderstood. Avoid
confrontational language in order to
promote a collaborative effort to
work with staff members to solve

misunderstandings about a student's
grades or behavior.

Please remember that the
teacher's primary job is to plan and
provide quality instruction to
enhance the academic achievement
of your child. Teachers may not
have time to answer e-mails when
they are received, but they will do
their best to respond within 24
hours. Some teachers are unable
to access Unit 5 e-mail at home in
the evening, so they have to wait
until they have planning time the
next day at school to reply.

Please help us to keep our
communications open and positive to
foster teacher/ parent collaboration
in our effort to enhance your child's
educational achievement.

Cell Phone Usage

Please remind your students
that cell phones must be turned off
upon entering the building each day,
and they may not be turned on and
used again until the 2:57 p.m. bell
rings and class has been dismissed.
Cell phones must be kept in a
student’s locker during the entire
school day.  Students who are
found to be in possession of a cell
phone during the school day will
receive a one-hour office detention.
Students found using phones for
calls or texting will be assigned a
four-hour Saturday School
supervised Study. Cell phones cause
a disruption to the learning
environment, so to allow students to
continue to have them for after




school usage, we ask for your help
in following this policy.

Parent Conferences

Please sign up for parent
conferences for Friday, October
23, 2009. VYou will sign up for
conference times by calling the
guidance office.

Activity Nights

Our first Activity Night for
7th and 8th graders will be held on
October 9 from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
This  Activity Night will be
sponsored by the KJHS Pom Pons
squad. Only KJHS students are
allowed to attend this event. The
first Activity Night for 6th graders
will be on Friday, October 30. The
KJHS sixth grade teachers will
sponsor this event from 6:00-8:00
p-m. Activity Nights include a DJ in
Arends 6ym for dancing, basketball
and volleyball in Neuman Gym, and
board games, pictures, and
concessions in the cafeteria.
Students must have a KJHS ID and
purchase a ticket in advance to be
admitted. The school dress code is
also in effect (no hats, appropriate
clothing, etc.). All cell phones must
be locked in room 122 during the
Activity Night.

Students must arrive no later
than 6:00 p.m. and stay for the
entire event. Rides must be
arranged in advance to have
students picked up promptly at 8:00
p.m.

Picking Up
Appointments

Please remember that a
child's  attendance is  vitally
important to his/her success in
school. Please make every effort
to schedule doctor and dentist
appointments  after  school is
dismissed. If you must make an
appointment during school hours,
please call the attendance line at
888-6905 stating the exact time
when you will be picking up your
child for this appointment. A pass
will be sent to your child's
classroom, so he/she can report to
the office at the appropriate time.
When you arrive, please park out
front and come in the building to
sign out your child.

Students for

Messages for Students

In order to avoid the
disruption of learning, please do
everything  possible to  make
arrangements with your children
before school begins to avoid
sending messages to them during
the school day. KJHS has 1,025
students and we do not have the
personnel available to get personal
messages to students. Please
remember that we will be unable to
guarantee that your child will
receive a message if you call after
1:30 p.m.

Exits for Walkers

All students who are walking
home must exit out the front of the
building. Those students who will




be walking west on Hale, should exit
from the south lobby door, walk
down the sidewalk on Kingsley St.,
cross Hale, and walk on the
sidewalk on the south side of the
street. Walkers are not allowed on
the bus lane.

Drop Off and Pick Up from School
Please help us to keep our
students safe as they arrive and
depart from school. Please drop
off and pick up students in the
north parking lot and/or in front
down to where the “No Parking”
begins near Dry Grove St. You must
park between the signs that indicate
short-term parking is allowed. Do
not park in the "Do Not Park
Anytime” areas. In the north
parking lot, please follow the rules
below:
a. If you arrive early to pick up
students in the north lot, you may
wait in the outside lane.
b. When this is full, please pull into
a parking space, so other cars can
continue to drive through the lot.
c. Please do not park in the
handicapped parking places or
behind cars in the lot.

Please help to keep our children
safe!

There should be no drop off
or pick up in the south faculty
parking lot or on Hale St. Please
do not double park along Kingsley in
front to drop off or pick up a child.
This is extremely dangerous.

Students who are picked up
after 3:15 p.m. must wait in front

or be seated on the bench in the
main lobby.

No Deliveries Will Be Accepted for
Students

Please notice that the KJHS
office may not accept flowers,
balloons, or other gifts for
students.

Attendance Hotline

Please call our KJHS
Attendance Line to report absences
or to notify us of appointments for
students during the day. The
attendance number is 888-6905 and
can be called any time, day or
night. Please be sure to leave the
name of your child, the reason for
the absence, and a number where
you can be reached if there are any
questions. You will also be asked if
your to record your child's
symptoms, so we can keep track of
students who have the flu this year.

Developing Your Potential (DYP)

Our after school program,
Developing Your Potential (DYP), will
run October 6 -December 17,
2009, from 3:15 - 4:15 p.m. The
first ten weeks of the program will
focus on  enhancing  reading
achievement. The second portion of
the program be held from January
12 - February 25, 2010, and will
focus on enhancing math
achievement. Achievement data will
be used to invite students to join
this program. Javelin Lawrence, a
former KJHS parent and State
Farm employee, will continue to help




coordinate this program and supply
volunteers from State Farm and
other agencies. This year the
program will provide the students
with the opportunity to use a
computer program, Study Island, as
well as other materials to enhance
vocabulary development and reading
comprehension. Transportation will
be provided for students who qualify
to ride the bus to and from school.

PTO Information

e PTO is still looking for parent
volunteers to help with some
open board positions If
interested or if you have any
questions please contact
Diana Holderby
at holderby1314@msn.com or
862-1769.

1. Vice President: Presides over
PTO meetings when the
President is not available.
Heads up the nominating
committee for open Board
positions each year.

2. Hospitality Co-Leader:

Seeking an additional Board
member to assist with
planning/providing monthly
Staff luncheons (there is a
committee).

3. Spirit Wear: To organize
the 2nd spirit wear sale of
the school year.

o Interested in participating in
the PTO? Check out the
KJHS website to read the

meeting minutes and when
upcoming meetings are. Next
meeting is October 19th.

e It's not too late to donate to
the PTO Un-raiser! The
money raised is used to
purchase items for KJHS to
benefit our students. If
interested send in checks
made payable to KJHS PTO.

Thank you to all the parent
volunteers that helped with school
pictures!

Information on PBIS

We are continuing to use the
PBIS system at Kingsley this year.
PBIS stands for Positive Behavioral
Interventions and Supports. PBIS
is a proactive process for creating
safer and more effective schools.
PBIS is based on teaching students
expected behaviors and rewarding
positive behaviors. The three
pillars students are expected to
demonstrate are being respectful,
responsible, and safe in all areas of
Kingsley Junior High.

We reward students with CAV
cash. Students can use this on
Friday's at the CAV cash store. At
the store students can purchase
school supplies, spirit wear, and
popcorn. Students may use CAV
cash to enter school sporting events
such as basketball games. They can
also “"bank” CAV cash for end of the
semester trips to various spots such
as Pepsi Ice Center or a trip to the
movies. The last few years we
have taken a large 8th grade PBIS
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trip in May. We hope to be able to
continue this.

Students that violate these
expectations might receive a pink
slip from staff members. Pink slips
are issued schoolwide in classes,
hallways, and cafeteria. These are
turned into the office and recorded
on a database for teams to review.
These slips come with progressive
consequences as they accumulate.

Please check out the PBIS
link under the parents’' section on
the KITHS webpage for more
information.

Mr. Harr, Associate Principal

Kingsley Support Principal

My name is Marlys
Bennington, and I am the new
Kingsley Support Principal. This is
my 20th year in Unit #5. T spent
my first 9 years teaching and the
past 11 years in administration,
most recently as the principal of
Oakdale Elementary School. I will
only be here this year, as I will be
the principal at the new Unit #5
school, Benjamin Elementary, when
it opens in the fall of 2010.

While we are only a few
weeks into the school year, I am
already enjoying my time at
Kingsley. We have wonderful
students and staff members, who
have made me feel very welcome.
I am excited about the learning
opportunities and extra-curricular
activities that are offered to our
students.

I am here to support Dr.
Mehall, Mr. Harr, the staff,
students, and families in any way I
can. I look forward to getting to
know the Kingsley families better as
the year progresses. Please feel
free to contact me at (309)452-
4461 or at benninmm@unit5.org.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Marlys Bennington

Nurse's Notes

The school year is now in
full swing, and flu season is rapidly
approaching. Students can
potentially spread flu to other
students, teachers, staff, and their
families through their close contact
at schools. The Center for Disease
Control (CDC) recommends three
steps you can take to keep you and
your children healthy and fight the
flu.

1. Take time to get a flu

vaccine:

e We strongly encourage
you to get yourself
and your children
vaccinated against
seasonal flu and H1IN1
viruses. This is the
most effective way to
protect your children
and their classmates
from these diseases.

e Those at high risk for
serious flu
complications (both
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seasonal and H1IN1)
include young children,
people with chronic
health conditions such
as asthma, diabetes,
or heart and lung
disease.

The seasonal flu
vaccine will not protect
you against HIN1;
however, a new vaccine
against H1N1 is being
produced and will be
available later this fall

2. Take everyday preventative

actions, and encourage your
children to do the same:

Cover your mouth and
nose with a tissue
when coughing or
sneezing and throw the
tissue in the trash. If
a tissue is not
available, cough or
sneeze into your upper
sleeve, not your hands.
Wash your hands often
with soap and water.
Alcohol based hand
sanitizers are also
effective.

Avoid touching your
eyes, nose, or mouth-
these are ports of
entry for germs.

Try to avoid close
contact with those who
are sick.

When sick, limit close
contact with others.
If you are sick with
flu-like symptoms,
stay home for at least
24 hours after your
fever is gone (without
the help of a fever-
reducing medicine).

Flu like symptoms
include fever (usually
high), headache,
extreme tiredness, dry
cough, sore throat,
runny or stuffy nose,
muscle aches, and
sometimes nausea and
vomiting.

3. Take antiviral drugs if your

doctor recommends them:

Antivirals are
different from
antibiotics and are not
sold over the counter.
Antivirals are
especially important
for those at risk for
serious complications.
Antivirals work best
when started within
first two days of
symptoms.



Dr. Niehaus has written an
HIN1 letter to all Unit 5 parents.
It will be posted on the KTHS
website. If your child is diagnosed
with the HIN1 virus, please call and
report it to the main office. This
helps us in working with the McLean
County Health Department to track
the spread of this disease. If you
would like any additional information
regarding the seasonal flu or HIN1
viruses, a good resource is
www.flu.gov. Also, please feel free
to call me with any questions or
concerns.

Jennifer O'Brien
School Nurse

IMC News

Thank you to all the parents
who helped hand out textbooks.
Volunteers are always welcome in
the IMC. If you would like to
volunteer contact Cathie Vendetti
PAULV_1@msn.com We love to have
parents on a regular scheduled basis
to help shelve, process, and mend
books as well as work on projects.
We also welcome parents to help
out at our three book fairs in
November, March, and April.

Please help us help your
students become responsible.
Students do not have a scheduled
IMC time anymore. When they
check out items they, not their
teachers, are responsible for
returning them on time. Students
have items for three weeks at a

time and may renew most items.
The IMC is open before and after
school and teachers may send
students down throughout the day.
Remember fines are charged at
$.10 per item per school day.

Check out our IMC website
for information
www.unit5.org/kjhs/imc which
includes databases and resources.
The card catalog is also available to
look at from home. Feel free to e-
mail Mrs. Hennenfent with any IMC
related questions,
hennenfk@unit5.org

=7 8th grade French

We began the year with a
review of 7th grade material. The
students did fairly well with this
but also discovered how easy it is to
forget French when they're not
practicing daily. Our 8th grade
material started out with a long list
of objects that students might own.
We had fun watching "Fifi“ move
about the classroom to teach
location vocabulary. We are now
beginning Legon 10 with the verb
“avoir” (to have) and a study of
articles (a, an, some, the). In our
next lesson they will be learning new
adjectives and their different forms
so that we can describe people and
things.

As the students know, there
are many outstanding computer
resources available free of charge
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if they will simply take advantage of
them! The French textbook is on-
line and students have been given
the information on how to access
this (www.classzone.com). This is
an awesome tool because they can
play the video, listen and repeat
vocabulary, do their homework and
do make-up work without even
bringing home their book! On this
website there is also a workbook
which is different from the one we
use in class. This contains
additional practice activities. There
is also a Take-Home Tutor CD
which can be installed on your
computer. The students can watch
the video and answer questions,
record their voice and compare
pronunciation, use flashcards and do
extra practice on all the material.
With all this extra help, students
have the opportunity to excel in
Frenchl!

Homework is an absolute
necessity in any foreign language
class, so please remind your
students to form good study habits
now so that they will be successful
in high school. I encourage the
students to review every day even
if there is no written homework for
the night. Parents can help by
encouraging this as well and by
quizzing your child on vocabulary in
English!

French Club

French Club will begin soon
and will meet approximately every 6
weeks. Dues for the year will be
$5.00 and are payable at or before

the first meeting. French Club is
open to all 8th grade students
enrolled in French class. The
meetings will be announced in class
about a week in advance to give
students enough time to check their
calendars and arrange rides after
the meetings. The meetings are
usually held from 3:00 - 3:45 unless
otherwise announced.

German I

Eighth grade German
students have been learning how to
express their wishes and to give and
receive compliments. Our shopping
unit has presented many
opportunities to use descriptive
language, including colors, sizes and
prices. Students are learning how
to use direct object pronouns and
separable-prefix verbs.

We are celebrating the 20th
anniversary of the fall of the Berlin
Wall in November 1989, studying
the significance of this event for
the entire world.

German Club
All eighth-grade German students
are invited to join German Club.




We will meet in room 166 from
3:10-4:45 p.m. on the following
dates this semester:

Thursday, September 24
Thursday, October 29
Thursday, November 19
Wednesday, December 16

Frau Henry
Frau Ludena

Spanish

We've spent much
of the first half of
first quarter
3 reviewing concepts
learned last year in
7th grade. The rest of this
quarter the students will learn to
extend invitations, have a
conversation on the phone, express
feelings, say where they are coming
from, and say what has just
happened (Unidad 3 Etapa 1). In
the following lesson, Unidad 3 Etapa
2, the students will learn to discuss
sports.

£

Digital Media

To begin the year, students
have been learning what digital
media really means and what it
encompasses. We started the year
talking about ethics and what it
really means in the digital world.
The next unit the students are
learning about it on the internet,
and how the internet is full of
digital media. Sixth and seventh
grade students are now learning
about PowerPoint and what makes a
good presentation, while the 8th
grade students have been learning
about Publisher and how to create
flyers and other types of print
media. We will soon encompass the
digital and video cameras in all of
the classes and will teach the
students about camera angles and
using cameras to capture scenes for
movies the students will create.

Family & Consumer Science (FCS)
Our first unit was about
Ecology and the Environment.
Students learned about the
seriousness of creating and getting
rid of waste and why Americans are
so "stuff” oriented. Next, the
students explored the 6R's of how
to "stop the madness” of
garbage.......rethink, reuse,
repurpose, recycle, and reduce and
regenerate to improve the planet.
As a final project, we made beads
for jewelry out of plastic pop
bottles and recycled paper that will
be donated to the Ecology Action
Center for their proposed store.
Our second unit will be on
Nutrition/Wellness.




Computer Applications

Students in 7th and 8th
grade have been refreshing their
keyboarding skills. 6th graders
have begun to use correct
keyboarding skills and techniques.
All levels have created a folder
cover, nameplate and greeting card
in Microsoft Publisher. They are
using the folder cover and
nameplates in class. The 6th and
7th graders are beginning to look at
creating presentations with
Microsoft PowerPoint. The 8th
graders are beginning to work with
word processing and drawing tools in
Microsoft Word.

GTT

The Gateway to Technology
students has just finished a unit
studying measurement, the Design
Process, the Seven Technological
Resources and finally the Elements
of Design. Students worked in
teams to create an advertisement
for their "band” which used all of
the skills stated above. We are now
starting a unit on sketching and will
shortly be using our newly found
sketching skills to design a dragster
using the CADD program, Autodesk
Inventor.

Art

To start the
trimester students have been
focusing on drawing and
observation. 6th grade students
studied portrait artists from

different countries and explored the
messages behind portrait art. 7th
grade students were introduced to
the Harlem Renaissance and the
power of art in cultural movements.
Using value, space, composition and
drawing techniques students created
artworks inspired by the artists and
cultures they studied.

Environment Club

Did you know that the KTHS
Environment Club recycles year-
round? Located at the main
entrance to the school there are
plastic bins available to place
aluminum tabs for St. Jude's
Children's Hospital, dead batteries
to keep them out of our landfill,
eyeglasses to send to Africa, and
empty printer cartridges to refill.
Please place these items in the
designated bins and help us recycle
trash for treasure. Also, we will
collect used cell phones for Neville
House, a local shelter for abused
women and their children. Cell
phones should be brought directly to
room 161A and given to Mrs.
Miskulin.

The KJHS Environment Club
is open to all students and meets
the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of
every month from 3:00pm - 4:00pm.
The club organizes recycling efforts
at school and researches ways to
recycle and save energy at home.
KJHS Environment Club registration
forms and meeting dates are
available in the folder outside of



Room 161A. New members are
always WELCOME! For more
information contact Mrs. Miskulin at
miskulig@unit5.org

Team 6-1

Team 6-1 is off to a great
start. Please check the team
website for announcements and
assignments. Math is finishing up
whole numbers/decimals and will be
moving on into units about
data/graphing, patterns/variables,
and number theory/fractions.
Social studies will be studying
Mesopotamia and Ancient Egypt.
Science will be studying matter and
mass.

Team 6-2

T.0.A.S.T. - The Overly Awesome
Smart Team - Team 6-2

Welcome to TOAST! We
are jammed with excitement.
Students introduced themselves by
writing a bio or acrostic poem based
on personality traits. You will find
them displayed in the hallway
between our classrooms. "Take Me
to Your Leader” was a thought-
provoking activity where students
learned about and practiced higher
level thinking. Students are
becoming more comfortable with
their new surroundings. Together
we are going to have a great year!

Here is a glimpse of what will
be studied this quarter:

Lit & Comp / Language Arts - On
My Honor, lit groups, grammar,
vocabulary studies, writing, WOLF
Math - decimals

Science - matter

Social studies - Stone Age,
Mesopotamia, geography

Team 6-3

Team 6-3 has been officially
named "The Edge.” We have been
very busy since the beginning of
school learning names, locker
combinations, rules, procedures,
school pictures, and MAP testing.
We want to thank all the parents
who were able to come to 6th Grade
Open House.

In math we are studying
landmarks including mean, median,
and mode. We are also learning
about many different types of
graphs including bar graphs, stem
and leaf plots, and circle graphs.
The next unit will focus on decimals.

In social studies we will be
learning about the civilization of
Mesopotamia. Students will become
archaeologists and barter or trade
items with other team members.

In science we are busy
observing, inferring, and predicting
using scientific inquiry. Safety is
of utmost importance during the
year as we do our labs. Then our
Journey with matter will begin!

In lit and comp we began the
year reviewing and learning about
the literary terms we will be using
this year to analyze and discuss
literature. Students have already
checked out a historical fiction book
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and many have finished them. They
will be creating a book poster about
that book in order to show their
understanding of what they read.
When finished with the historical
fiction, they may read any other
book to complete their quarterly
goal. Remember, your student will
be bringing home a weekly reading
log to be signed until they meet
their 400 page goal. Most weeks,
students will have the opportunity to
also work on these goals in class
once a week. Keep encouraging your
child to take the time to read.
That's how they will improve.
Thanks for all you do to support
reading.

In language arts students are
experiencing a variety of activities
in September. They may be
working on spelling, vocabulary, and
grammar. Students are also writing
on a variety of topics.

Team 6-4
(Mrs. Eades, Mrs. Orr, Mrs.
Owens, Ms. Pilon)

Welcome to KJHS! Our
students are off to a great start.
They seem to be getting adjusted
to opening lockers, getting to class
on time, completing homework, and
finding their way around the
building. You should expect to see
your child's assignment notebook and
homework folder each night. Please
remember that you can check our
team website for homework

assignments.
(www.unit5.org/kjhs/6-4)

In literature class the
students are either reading a short
novel or reading stories from their
literature books. The students
have been introduced to the 7 Keys
to Comprehension. These keys
include the following: creating
mental images, using background
knowledge, asking questions, making
inferences, use fix-up strategies,
determine the most important ides,
and synthesizing.

Language arts class consists
of spelling, vocabulary, writing, and
grammar. Students will be
introduced to the Six Traits of
Writing which include ideas,
organization, word choice, sentence
fluency, voice, and conventions.

Students in math class are
almost finished with unit 2 on
graphing. Mean, median, mode,
outlier, and range should be some
familiar vocabulary words for your
child. The next unit of study in
math will be whole numbers and
decimals. Remember that the math
textbook is online and there are
also practice quizzes and tutorials
to view.

Science classes are busy
learning how to write a good
hypothesis and working in labs at
least two days a week. The first
area of study is learning about
physical science, scientific inquiry,
laboratory safety, and technology.
The science textbook is also online.

Social studies just finished
their first unit on Stone Age. Did


http://www.unit5.org/kjhs/6-4

your child share with you his theory
on the secret of the iceman's
death? The next unit of study in
social studies will be Mesopotamia.

Team 7-2

Team 7-2 students have
taken the name Triple A's which
stands for Achieving Academics
Altogether. It expresses our team
motto, “"Powerful Partnerships and
Academic Excellence.” Thanks to all
the families who were able to
participate in our team potluck. We,
the teachers, had a fantastic time
meeting everyone and breaking
bread. Check our website to see
homework assignments and to keep
up on team events. Our first field
trip will be to Matthiesson State
Park on Friday, October 12. We
invite parents to come visit our core
classes on the morning of Tuesday,
October 9 or the afternoon of
Wednesday, October 10. In
science, the students have been
learning about lab reports, the
scientific method, and microscopes.
Math is rolling right along with
decimals, integers, and absolute
value. In social studies, students
have been exploring the five themes
of geography, early migration to the
Americas, and September 11th.
Check your student’s binder to
refresh your memory about
requirements for Brickyard 400,
which is due on Thursday, October
11. Also, in language arts, students
are writing essays about
themselves, and working hard to
master ten vocabulary words a

week. As always, please feel free
to contact team teachers. E-mail is
usually the best way to reach us in
a timely manner.

Team 7-3/8-3

m The Split Team is off
to a great start this

PERSONAL DISPLAY of AWESOMENESS

school year. We have
chosen our new team name to be,
PDA which means Personal Display
of Awesomeness. We are ready to
take on another successful school
year.

A, B, C, X, Y, and Z are
Just some of the variables that the
kids are working with in math.
Problem solving, order of
operations, variables, the metric
system, and decimals are the topics
for the next few months in 7th
grade math. Pre-Algebra is also
doing problem solving, ordered
pairs, integers, properties, and
inverse operations.

In science the 8th grade will
be working on basic chemistry,
erosion, and rockin' out learning
about the rock cycle. The 7th grade
is all about microscopic organisms
know as cells. They are learning
about cell parts, cell processes,
functions, all while practicing their
future CSI skills by becoming
experts using a microscope.

In literature & composition
we are off to the races! Brickyard
400 and the INDY 500 have
officially begun and the students



are reading fast and furious. The
8th grade will be writing biographies
and practicing extended responses
and essays for the spring ISAT.
They will also be working on an
inventions project and reading the
class novel, The True Confessions of

Charlotte Doyle. The 7th grade will
also be sharpening their skills at
extended responses and ISAT
writing for the spring as well as
working on vocabulary. They will be
reading a class novel, The Giver,
and having many interesting
discussions.

We have a wonderful new
addition to our curriculum a second
language arts class where the
students are learning to love
grammar and express themselves
through writing. The 8th grade will
be creating a soundtrack, but not
Just any soundtrack: this is going to
be a soundtrack of their lives.
They have already been reviewing
basic sentence structure and will be
adding to it their mastery of
compound, complex, and compound-
complex sentences. The 7th grade
will be using their narrative skills to
create a fictional narrative/myth
based on what they learn about
Native American tribes in Mrs.
Ritchason's class. They will
hopefully even get the opportunity
to publish these narratives!

ESL students are displaying
awesomeness through their great
start to this year! We have
an awesome new curriculum that is
tailor-made for them! It focuses
on learning academic vocabulary

(words that are used in all content
areas), reading strategies that
enhances our reading, and teaching
writing in a way that ESL students
can understand. Each unit in our
new curriculum has an essential
question that provides a theme we
learn and talk about. In Advanced
ESL our essential question is “"How
powerful is a good idea?” In
Intermediate ESL the essential
question is "What defines a home?”
In Beginning ESL the question is
"Who is here to help?” Ask your
student what his/her answer is for
their question. Also, make sure
your student is taking time to read
at home. Basic ESL is required to
read 200 pages, Beginning ESL
reads 250 pages, Intermediate ESL
reads 300 pages, and Advanced ESL
reads 400 pages per quarter. ESL
top reader record sheets are due on
September 18. We ESL teachers
think that reading is the best way
to have Personal Displays of
Awesomeness!!!

In social studies the 8th
grade are learning about the
Industrial Revolution, Immigration,
National Parks, and Progressivism.
Lots of girl power to be had in the
upcoming chapters! In 7th grade we
are learning about how our great
country got started. We will be
learning about Native American
tribes, exploration, and discussing
the beginning of the 13 colonies and
all their “issues” they had with the
English.

We will be taking our first
field trip to Evergreen Cemetery to



go on the Cemetery Walk on
Thursday, October 8, 2009. Our
students will be learning about some
of our wonderful and even famous
past citizens of the area like Judge
David Davis, Sarah Davis, Jesse
Fell, and Allen Withers. Our
Starved Rock trip will be on
Thursday, October 22, 2009. The
students will be getting to see real
life examples of erosion and
weathering along with some fun
team building activities.

Our team website is where
you can check out the agenda for
the week. The web address is
www.unit5.org/kjhs/8-3 . This link
is also for the kids on 7-3 as well.
This is an approximate agenda for
the week as it is posted on Monday.
ALWAYS remember to consult the
assignment notebook because that is
updated daily. Let's work together
to have a great year!

Xj&’r 8-1 Newsletter

by: Kate Dunlap and Kira Webster

* Miss Russell: Miss Russell
co-teaches in all subjects.
She is a big help with
assisting the teachers and
students by explaining things
in greater detail. She also
makes sure everyone is
focused and on task.

* Mrs. Perkins: Mrs. Perkins
is the Instructional Resource
teacher on team 8-1. She

provides support to students
who need more individualized
assistance.

Mrs. Gallier: Mrs. Gallier is
our team'’s social studies
teacher. She loves to have
students work in groups and
is very quick with learning
names.

Mrs. Max: Mrs. Max is the
Pre-Algebra and Algebra
teacher. She is a very kind
and understanding teacher.
She just had her first child,
Addison Faith Max, so Mrs.
Michelle Cope will be her
substitute for the remainder
of the semester.

Mr. Lanning: Mr. Lanning is
team 8-1's science teacher.
He makes his classroom a fun
learning environment for all
students.

Mrs. Jessee: Mrs. Jessee is
the literature and composition
teacher. She is a very
down-to-earth person and an
extremely calm and collected
teacher.

Miss Dowd: Miss Dowd is our
team'’s language arts teacher.
This is her first year
teaching and so far she is
doing a wonderful job.
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Team 8-2

Peace and Hope Begin with
Education

By 5th and 7™ hour Language Arts
Parents! Listen up! Our team
started the year by reading Three
Cups of Tea by author and Nobel
Peace Prize nominee, Greg
Mortenson. This book is about Greg
Mortenson’s journey to help kids in
need. We watched videos to get
more background information on his
service learning project called
“Pennies for Peace”. Then we went
and saw Greg Mortenson speak at
Illinois Wesleyan University. We
also got to ask him questions.

Now, we are helping to promote
“Pennies for Peace” at Kingsley.
"Pennies for Peace” is an
organization that helps fund building
schools in Pakistan and Afghanistan.
The goal is to have the children
build their future through
education. We spent an afternoon
making posters, decorating a bulletin
board and collection canisters, and
writing announcements (like the one
below), letters, and emails to
promote our project.

Don't be a fool, send pennies to
school. Team 8-2 believes in you.
All the money you donate will go to
schools and supplies for kids in
Afghanistan and Pakistan. They live
without education. As adults, we
ask you to be kind and donate.

How would you feel if you or your
child didn’t have an education?
Most of the girls in Afghanistan and
Pakistan didn't learn, so they ended

up working in the village or fields
the rest of their lives.

You can change when you donate
pennies.

UPCOMING EVENTS

OocT. 1

-Boys Basketball Open Gym 3:00-5:30
p.m.

-German Club —Room 1009- 3:15-4:00
p.m.

-Girls Basketball vs. East Peoria @
4:30 p.m.

OCT. 2
-NCWHS Homecoming — Early
dismissal @ 1:15 p.m.

Oct. 5

-Boys Basketball 8™ grade Open Gym
3:00-5:30 p.m.

-Girls Basketball vs. East Peoria @
4:30 p.m.

Oct. 6

-Student Council-Lab 157-3:00-4:30
p.m.

-Boys Basketball Open Gym 3:00-5:30
p.m.

-Girls Basketball vs. BTHS @ 4:30

Oct. 7

-Team 8-1 Fieldtrip to Evergreen
Cemetery

-Boys Basketball Open Gym 3:00-5:30
p.m.

-DC Trip Meeting-Cafeteria-6:00-
8:00 p.m.



Oct. 8

-Boys Basketball Open Gym 3:00-5:30
p.m.

-Girls Basketball vs. Morton @ 4:30
p.m.

Oct. 9

-Drama Club-Room 191-3:00-5:30 p.m.
-7™ & 8™ grade Activity Night 6:00-
8:00 p.m.

Oct. 10
-Boys Basketball Open Gym 10:00 a.m-
12:00 p.m.

Oct. 12
-No School! — Columbus Day
-PTO in IMC 7:00-9:00 p.m.

Oct. 13

-Boys Basketball Open 6ym 3:00-5:30
p.m.

-Girls Basketball vs. Eureka @ 4:30
p.m.

-Wyldlife 5:30-8:30 p.m.

Oct. 14

-Boys Basketball 8™ grade Open Gym
3:00-5:30 p.m.

-Environment Club-161A-3:00-4:00
p.m.

Oct. 15
-Boys Basketball Open 6ym-3:00-5:30
p.m.

Oct. 16

-Drama Club-Café-3:15-5:00 p.m.
-Boys Basketball Open Gym 3:00-5:30
p.m.

Oct. 17
-Boys Basketball Open Gym 10:00
a.m.-12:00 p.m.

Oct. 19
-PTO in IMC 7:00-9:00 p.m.

Oct. 20
-Student Council-Lab 157-3:00-4:30
p.m.

Oct. 21
-Drama Club-Café-3:15-5:00 p.m.

Oct. 22

-Spanish Club-Room 194/96-3:00-4:30
p.m.

-Girls Basketball vs. Springfield Grant
@ 4:30

Oct. 23

-No School

-Parent/Teacher Conferences
-Drama Club-Café-3:30-8:00 p.m.

Oct. 26

-Vision/Hearing Screening-IMC-
8:15a.m-4:00 p.m.

-Girls Basketball vs. PTHS @ 4:30 p.m.

Oct. 27

-Girls Basketball vs. Chatham-
Glenwood @ 4:30 p.m.
-Wyldlife-5:30-8:30 p.m.

Oct. 28
-Environment Club-161A-3:00-4:00
p.m.



Oct. 29
-Love & Logic-Room 193-5:00-9:00
p.m.

Oct. 30
-6™ grade Activity Night-6:00-8:00
p.m.

Nov. 2
-Girls Basketball vs. Mount Zion @
4:30

Nov. 3

-Student Council-Lab 157-3:00-4:30
p.m.

-Boys Basketball vs. Champaign @
4:30 p.m.

Nov. 5

-Love & Logic-Room 193-5:00-9:00
p.m.

-Girls Basketball 7™ grade-4:30 p.m.
-Girls Basketball 7™ grade-5:45 p.m.

Nov. 9

-Girls Basketball 7™ grade-4:30 p.m.
-Girls Basketball 7™ grade-5:45 p.m.
-PTO-IMC-7:00-9:00 p.m.

Nov. 10

-Girls Basketball 7™ grade-4:30 p.m.
-Girls Basketball 7™ grade-5:45 p.m.
-Wyldlife-Stage-5:30-8:30 p.m.

Nov. 11
-Environment Club-161A-3:00-4:00
p.m.

Nov. 16
-Boys Basketball vs. Champaign @
4:30 p.m.

Nov. 17

-Student Council-Lab 157-3:00-4:30
p.m.

-Boys Basketball vs. Lincoln @ 4:30
p.m.

Nov. 18
-Boys Basketball vs. Holy Trinity @
4:30 p.m.

-CAC -IMC-6:30-9:30 p.m.

Nov. 19
-Girls Basketball vs. Prairie Central @
4:30 p.m.

Nov. 20
-Drama Club Fall Program-3:15-9:00
p.m.

Nov. 23
-Family Reading Night 5:30-8:00 p.m.

Nov. 24
-Boys Basketball vs. PTHS @ 4:30 p.m.

Nov. 25
-No School
Institute Day

Nov. 26 - 27
THANKSGIVING BREAK!
Nov. 30

-Boys Basketball vs. CTHS @ 4:30
p.m.






