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© Garden Club Oct. 2, 
16th, 23rd, and 30th 

© United Way “Break 
the Rules” 10/16-
10/20 

© Chick Eggs Arrive - 
10/17 

© PIECE Mtng 10/17 
© Early Dismissal - 

West Homecoming - 
10/20 

© End of First Nine 
Weeks 10/20 

© Red Ribbon Week 
10/23-26 

© Parent/Teacher Con-
ferences 10/27 

© Report Cards 10/26 
© Pumpkin Caper with 

Mrs. Spain’s class 
10/30 

© Halloween Parade 
and Parties 10/31 

Things  
To  

Remember 

    Our Class at a Glance!Our Class at a Glance!Our Class at a Glance!  

Reading Logs 
Keep those reading minutes 
coming at home! For the month 
of September we read 5,843 
minutes! This is awesome read-
ing for some. If your student 
didn’t read for the month, make 
sure they’re reading this month. 
Reading is just like a sport - the 
more you practice, the better 
you get!  

Happy Reading!! 



We would like to take this time to wel-
come our student teacher from Illinois 
State, Miss Elizabeth Gaurin. She began 
the second week in January and will be 
with us until May. Many of you have 
already met her, and you’ve probably 
heard about her from your student. 
Please stop in 
and meet her if 
you’re in the 
building!   
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Our Buddies are Mrs. Spain’s StudentsOur Buddies are Mrs. Spain’s StudentsOur Buddies are Mrs. Spain’s Students   
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Reading Logs 

We continue to enjoy our relationships we are forming 
with Mrs. Spain’s students. They come in every Friday to 
do a special activity, and twice a week we send half the 
class to buddy read with her kids. We are also sending four 
students a day to help with lunch, then if we’re inside be-
cause of inclement weather, Mrs. Spain’s students come to 
our room with us for recess, and we enjoy playing with 
them.  
For January, we made penguins, we added them to our 
penguins we made in Art, and made a catchy display on 
Mrs. Spain’s bulletin board outside her room. We also 
made snowflakes to hang in our commons.  Our last  

activity we did was the Friday before Martin Luther 
King’s birthday. We cut out, and placed a heart in the mid-
dle of a paper. Then we painted our hands brown and flesh 
colored. We made a handprint on the paper on each  
side of the heart.  One hand flesh, one hand brown. A neat 
tribute to a very important man. We are now working on 

our 100’s day 
display,  get-
ting ready to 
celebrate 
hundreds 
day.  
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ReadingReadingReading   Writing/SpellingWriting/SpellingWriting/Spelling    

Social Studies Social Studies Social Studies    

MathMathMath   

We have been reading a whole class novel 
for the past two weeks. It’s called Stone 
Fox by John Reynolds Gardiner. This is 
the first whole-class novel we’ve read this 
year. We have broken up the students into 
five groups. Instead of ability grouping, 
we’ve used flexible grouping this time. 

This gives all of our students an opportunity to be with 
other students they may not have ever had a chance to read 
with. The book my not be at the student’s reading level, 
but by reading and discussing in our groups, everyone, re-
gardless of reading level, has the opportunity to enjoy this 
wonderful book. We have had some lively discussions 
about the characters in the book, the trials little Willy is 
going through to make his grandfather better, and to keep 
his farm. While reading the book, we have been keeping a 
response journal, responding to specific questions given to 
us by the teachers. We realize this has been a harrowing 
experience for a few of our students!  There is a method to 
our madness! Our third graders have never been asked to 
read a book and answer questions about the book by going 
back into the book and looking for support for their an-
swers. This is a skill they need to know before they take 
our Illinois Stanford Achievement Test in April. We will 
be asked to read a story and give a written answer to a 
question about the story. The students answers are scored 
by how well they can use the information that is found in 
the story, and also giving their own thoughts about the 
story.  Stone Fox is an excellent story, with a lot of depth, 
so it was the perfect book to introduce our students to a 
skill they’ll use for years to come!  

We continue to write and write! We did an ex-
cellent job on our snow stories.  After  we brain-
stormed our topic, we used a four-square to or-
ganize our thoughts, and then we wrote a rough 
draft, edited it, and made a final copy. The writ-
ing process was in high gear for this activity! We wrote 
about the topic, “The World Needs More …” for our 
WOW topic for the month of January. We aren’t finished 
with this booklet yet, but we’re working on it. Something 
to think about is Young Author’s. If your student wants to 
write a Young Author book, this project is done at home. 
We are very willing to help edit, type, and help with the 
manuscript, but the brunt of the work must be done at 
home. There just isn’t time in our day for us to write a 
Young Author book here at school. The students who want 
to write a Young Author book are bringing a packet home 
this weekend to explain the program and its expectations.  

Last week, we cut out a blank map of Illinois, glued it on a piece of poster board, and used a 
salt/dough mixture to make a 3-D map of Illinois. We have been working on painting it to show 
the elevation in Illinois, the bordering states, and the rivers and lakes. When we’re finished 
painting, we’ll label the important cities and counties, rivers, and lakes. When we’re all finished 
we’ll bring our finished products home to show everyone our beautiful creations of Illinois! We 
continue to talk about current events in our country and the world. We still love to read our Time 
For Kids, and discuss all of the great articles we’re reading in it. When we’re finished with our 
maps, we’ll meet an eight year old pioneer girl named Ellen Tandy through the book Ellen’s 

Story by Susan Kirby. Susan is a local author who uses central Illinois as the settings for her American Quilt 
series. Through the book we will explore our area of Illinois as it was in the 1800’s. The kids will love it!!  

We finished our unit on measurement, and 
jumped right into multiplication and division. 
We have learned about grouping, and have 
been taught the strategies for the multiplication 
facts 0, 1, 2, and 5’s. We’ll quickly learn the 
strategies for the 9’s and then we’ll work on the 

division facts for these basic facts. We learn the facts in this or-
der, because these are the easiest to learn strategies for, and then 
we’ll move on to the rest of the facts. Once we’ve learned the 
strategies for the basic facts, we’ll work on memorizing! You’ll 
hear more about multiplication as we really get into it!!  
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Prairieland CarnivalPrairieland Carnival  
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Young AuthorsYoung AuthorsYoung Authors   
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Let’s  
Write  
A  
Book!!


