
 

 

 Parent-Teacher conferences are scheduled for Friday, October 23. Please           
remember there is no school on this day.   Scheduling forms (requests) have also 
been sent home seeking a time of day that would work best for you.  In the next week 
or so a confirmation note will specify your appointment with your child’s classroom 
teacher.  Thank you for making this  conference a priority and for joining us as a    
partner in your child’s education. 
 
Keep on the lookout for progress on the construction of our new shelter.  This      
structure is being built just north of our playground equipment and will be a very nice 
addition to our school and the community.  A special thank you is extended to the 
Grove PTO, dedicated volunteers, and all families that made a generous donation to 
our 08-09 unraiser so this project could become a reality.  A special note of           
appreciation is also extended to Grove parent, Mike Trask, for organizing this effort. 
 
Thank you and best wishes for an enjoyable fall season. 
John Lutes/Principal 
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Oct.  2  Progress Reports Go Home 

  8 6:30 p.m. PTO Meeting 

  12 No School Columbus Day 

  16 1:45 p.m. Dismissal NCHS Homecoming 

 23 No School Parent/Teacher Conferences 

 28 4:15-5:15 p.m. Market Day 

 29-30  Halloween Activities 

Nov. 5 6:30 p.m. PTO Meeting 

 13  
End of Grading Period (Report Cards go 

Home on Nov. 20) 

 25 No School  Last Day Before Thanksgiving Vacation 
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Student Spotlight  
Each morning and afternoon a group  of fifth 
grade students, led by Mr. Schweinberg, 
assist staff in making sure students arrive 
and depart from school safely. Rain or shine 
these students are doing their best to help 
others. 
 
Congratulations to the first semester student council and advisor, 
Mrs. Ferrenburg. 
 
Fourth Grade:  Pranati Bingi, Lauren DuBravec, Ryan Klemmer, Jay 
Pratt, Elyse Schoenig, Maggie Stevens, Lauren Van Plew, and   
Austin Woodside  
 
Fifth Grade:  Matt Baker, Ashton Barber, Reilly Bolduc, Brandon 
Campbell, Morgan Ferrenburg, Landon Harr, Camryn Knoche and 
Cooper Smith 
 
 

 
   

   

October 16, 2009  

This years homecoming theme is ―Welcome to the     
Jungle‖.  Homecoming week activities include daily trivia, 
tattoos, assembly with Ironmen players and             
cheerleaders, Spirit Days, Cookout hot dog lunch on  

Friday and much more!  More specific details to come. 

Early Dismissal at 1:45 p.m. on October 16, 2009. 

NCHS Homecoming parade at 2:15 p.m. 

Parade Route (through Eagle’s Landing subdivision) 

Start at NCHS—West on Raab—South on Airport—West 
on Shepard– North on Meadowlark—West on Butterfly—
North on Agate Way—West on Turquois—North on 

Lodge Pole—East on Raab—End at NCHS 

 

Every Wednesday is Gator Spirit Day.                      
Please show your school spirit by wearing Grove clothes 

or our school colors, black and orange. 

PAGE 2  VOLUME 9,  I SSUE 2  

 

Can I eat lunch with my child?  Yes, we welcome 

parents/guardians/grandparents to eat with their son/
daughter.  However, our lunchroom is getting very 
crowded and you should be prepared to utilize     
alternative seating. 

 
What is the maximum enrollment of Grove 
School? Grove School has a capacity of 650-700 
students.  Our enrollment is approximately 720      
students. 

 
What is the newest procedure for dropping off 
students in the morning?  Grove staff will display a 
green flag near the front entrance of our building  
indicating the last bus has departed and parents may 
use the bus lane to drop off students.  Please see the 
Grove web site for more details.  

 
Is it possible to return to school in the evening 
for homework, important papers etc.? Grove 
School has custodial staff working late into the     
evening.  We ask that parents escort students into 
the building to find a night custodian to assist in 
opening the classroom etc.  This should only be done 
as a last resort. 

 
Can a coach/parent reserve the playground area 
of the school for an athletic practice?  No, we do 
not schedule this area of Grove School for practices 
etc.  We ask that our families and friends treat this 
area as a public park and work with one another to 
make sure there is equal and shared access. 

 
What happens when my child loses their lunch 
card?  Our office staff will replace any lost lunch 
cards for our students 
 
Why is there not an unraiser for the 2009-2010 
school year?   Grove families have been very, very 
generous over the past 8 years and it was suggested 
that, given the current economic times, we are at a 
point that we could take a year off from a fundraiser 
and spend our time and efforts providing general 
support for the classrooms and concluding the larger 
shelter project.  



 

 

 

A special thank you is extended to Mr. and Mrs. Kiley for arranging   
for the donation of wooden pews and turning them into wooden 
benches in the IMC.  Much hard work was put into this project and 
Grove  Gators for many, many years will benefit from this cozy place 
to read a book. 

Gator Gratitude 

 
 

Love and Logic: Strategies for Effective Parenting  
 
Parenting Class:  Monday Evenings 6:30—8:30 p.m. 
 
Evangelical Free Church 
2910 E. Lincoln 
Bloomington, IL 61701 
663-6543 
 
www.efreebn.org 
 
 
 

 
 

HAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT H1N1 (swine) FLU                                                         

The media is full of information on the latest developments of the H1N1 virus.  
While it is a good thing for all of us to stay abreast of the current                 
recommendations, let’s also work to bring calmness and common sense into 
the picture.   The Center for Disease Control (CDC) continues to be the     
authority for information concerning H1N1 virus and can be accessed at 
www.flu.gov.  And the experts from the CDC have actually identified several 
things that you and I can do now to decrease the spread of germs for ourselves 
and our children.  Following is an excerpt from their document:  ―Preparing for 
the Flu:  a Communication Toolkit for Schools (Grades K-12)‖                                     
Action Steps for Parents to Protect Your Child and Family from the Flu this School 

Year  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends 
several ways you and your family may keep from getting sick with the flu at 

school and at home: 

Practice good hand hygiene by washing your hands often with soap and 
water, especially after coughing or sneezing. Alcohol-based hand cleaners are 
also effec­tive.  
Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze. If you 
don’t have a tissue, cough or sneeze into your elbow or shoulder; not into your 
hands.  
Stay home if you or your child is sick for at least 24 hours after there is no 
longer a fever or signs of a fever (without the use of fever-reducing medicine). 
Keep­ing sick students at home means that they keep their viruses to them-
selves rather than sharing them with others.  
Get your family vaccinated for seasonal flu and 2009 H1N1 flu when       
vaccines are available. 
Plan for child care at home if your child gets sick or their school is dismissed. 
Plan to monitor the health of a sick child or any other children in the 
household (by checking fever and other symptoms of flu.) 
Identify children who are at higher risk of serious disease from the flu and 
talk with your healthcare provider about a plan to protect them during the flu 
season.  
And here are some of the things we are doing at the school: 
Action Steps for Schools to Prevent the Spread of Flu 

Educate and encourage students and staff to cover their mouth and nose 
with a tissue when they cough or sneeze. Also, provide them with easy access 
to tis­sues and running water and soap or alcohol-based hand cleaners.    
Remind them to cover coughs or sneezes using their elbow instead of their 
hand when a tissue is not available.  
Remind teachers, staff, and students to practice good hand hygiene and 
provide the time and supplies for them to wash their hands as often as neces-
sary.  
Send sick students, teachers, and staff home and advise them and their 
fami­lies that sick people should stay at home until at least 24 hours after they 
no longer have a fever or signs of a fever (without the use of fever-reducing 
medicine).  
Clean surfaces and items that are more likely to have frequent hand contact 
such as desks, door knobs, keyboards, or pens, with cleaning agents that are 
usually used in these areas.  
Move students, teachers, and staff to a separate room if they become sick 
at school until they can be sent home. Limit the number of staff who take care 
of the sick person and provide a surgical mask for the sick person to wear if 
they can tolerate it.  
Have Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) such as masks available and 
en­sure the equipment is worn by school nurses and other staff caring for sick 
people at school.  
Encourage early medical evaluation for sick students and staff at higher 
risk of complications from flu. People at high risk of flu complications who get 
sick will benefit from early treatment with antiviral medicines.  
Stay in regular communication with local public health officials. 

Let’s all partner together to do what we can to fight the spread of all germs! 

Susy Marcum, RN, BSN, Certified School Nurse 
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November 30 School resumes from Thanksgiving vacation  

      

December    7   K-2 Holiday Programs at N.C.H.S. 

                  17  2:00 Classroom Holiday Parties 

                  18  Holiday break begins at 3:15 p.m. 

 

January      5  School resumes from Holiday Break   

    18 No School—Martin Luther King Jr’s Birthday 

http://www.flu.gov


 

 

 
 
 
During the week of September 21st through the 25th our 

Grove Gators in grades 1-5 were busy taking a student 

achievement test called the SAT 10.  Although the staff 

and administration at Grove School take all achievement 

testing very seriously, we want to emphasize that no test 

can possibly measurer the unique qualities and attributes 

that each one of our Gators possess.  The test is simply 

given to help staff members identify academic strengths 

and weaknesses in each one of our Gators.  This informa-

tion can be a powerful tool in providing the extra support 

students need to reach their full potential.  Combining 

this data with the caring nature and skilled expertise of 

our teaching staff gives us the best chance of making each 

individual Gator the best that they can be. 
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*The absence hotline number is 451-3137.  This has a 24 
hour  voice mail. And a new message has been added    
asking for specific information as required by the health 
department.    

 *Parent-teacher conference requests should be returned 
to school by October 5th.  

*Please report to the office each time you visit Grove 
School.  Your volunteer ID badge will need to be displayed 
at all times.  Thank you. 

*Grove students have been involved in fire and tornado 
drills. In the event a tornado warning exists for McLean 
County at the end of the school day, students will be kept 
in a protective position until the warning is lifted.   While a 
warning is still in progress we will only release children to 
their parents.  Please do not ask neighbors, relatives, and 
friends to pick up your child while a tornado warning is in 
progress.  Thank you for your cooperation.  

Keep your eyes out as our next project develops, our pavilion 
is close to becoming a reality!   Weather permitting,                      
construction will begin soon.  This will give our classes a 
place to meet outside as well as giving our families a place to 
picnic on the   weekends.  A special thanks to Mike Trask for 

all of his work on this project. 

New to Grove this year is our Scrip program.  This is a way to 
raise funds for our school without our families spending ANY 
extra money.  You simply buy a gift card (paying the face 
value of the card) and a percentage of that purchase goes to 
Grove.  Each participating retailer offers a different                
percentage.  These percentages can be found on the order 
forms.  Scrip orders will be done each month.  Orders will be 
packaged and ready for pick up during Market Day delivery 
dates and times.  Please consider using this program to help 

support Grove. 

A big thank you to our parent volunteers who have helped to 
get this year off to a great start.  Grove School would not be 

the same without you! 

Sharon Zogg 

PTO President 

 

 

 

 
ñTrue heroism is remarkably sober, very               
undramatic.  It is not the urge to surpass all others 
at whatever cost, but the urge to serve others at 
whatever the cost.ò  Arthur Ashe 
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Birthday Book Club 

Thank you to everyone who signed up for the Birthday Book Club. Many 
students will be honored with a book donated to our library. I appreciate 
the support. It has been a great way to acquire new books for the library. 

Book Fair 

The Book Fair will begin on Monday, October 19th and run through     
Friday, October 23rd.  Once again Scholastic books will be providing an 
exciting assortment of books and other materials for Grove.     

For more information please visit the Grove IMC Website: 
www.unit5.org/groveimc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Even with continued growth, parking lot congestion seems 

to be improved.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

¶ Please be aware of wet floors while walking through our 

building. 

¶ All parents should make sure students have a back-up 

plan in case of miscommunication after school. 

  

Keeping Our Students Safe 

Growing 

Gains 

 
 
 
 
 
¶ Approximately 45 additional students are enrolled at 

Grove School this year. 
 
¶ 16 Teachers’ Assistants are providing valuable support 

for students and teachers.  This group of individuals is 
instrumental in successfully implementing our                       
educational program. 

 
¶ Presently Grove School on the average serves more hot 

lunches than any other elementary school. 
 
¶ Presently the following specialists serve the needs of 

students: 
 
Speech Language Pathologist Psychologist 
 
Occupational Therapist  School Nurse 
 
Adaptive PE Specialist  Personal Nurse 
 
Physical Therapist  Social Worker 
 
Behavior Specialist  Technologist 
 
Literacy Specialist  

Growing 

Gains 

 

Please note the change in the lunch menu due to NCHS                    

Homecoming: 

 
Tuesday October 13th: 

Cheeseburger on Bun 

Corn on Cob 

Fruit Cocktail 

Rice Krispie Treat 

 

Friday October 16th: 

Hot Dog on Bun 

Carrots 

Apple Wedges 

Munchie Mix 


