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On September 22, 2006, at the annual joint meeting of the Illinois Press 
Association and the Illinois Associated Press Editors Association, The 
Pantagraph education reporters Phyllis Coulter and Michele Steinbacher 
received the Illinois Press Association third place award in the Best School Board 
Coverage category.  This award recognizes excellence in a single article or 
series of related articles.  The honor was based upon a series of articles dealing 
with air conditioning in Unit 5 elementary schools.   
 
The Illinois Press Association and the Illinois Associated Press Editors 
Association annually offer a variety of contests for newspapers of various 
circulation sizes, and The Pantagraph competes against the largest newspapers 
in Illinois, including those published in Chicago, Rockford, Springfield and Peoria.   
 
Phyllis and Michele continue to do high quality reporting of news related to Unit 5 
schools.  We applaud their past efforts and this award, and look forward to 
continuing to work together to inform our community. 
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