
taproot.  Students looked at how 

celery stems contained vascular 

tissue (xylem and phloem) to 

move water and food through 

stems of plants.  They used the 

internet to discover the different 

parts of flowers and then dis-

sected a flower to find all of those 

parts.  The next stop on our scien-

tific journey is the human body.  

We will study the digestive, circu-

latory and respiratory systems.   

Social Studies 

We are finishing up Chapter 6 

activities related to the 13 Colo-

nies, and will begin Chapter 7 

next week. Our focus will be the 

events leading up the American 

Revolution. I have planned sev-

eral exciting and interactive activi-

ties for this unit. Students will also 

be taking their first big social stud-

ies test at the end of this unit. 

Notice of this test will be given 

one week before the test, and a 

study guide will be sent home 

Language Arts 

We finished up our animal re-

search papers on Monday. Stu-

dents did an excellent job with this 

report. Look for your student’s 

graded paper by Wednesday, 

Nov. 21.  Our next writing project 

is a realistic fiction short story. We 

will be working on this project until 

Winter Break.  

On Tuesday, Nov. 20 we will be 

taking a “review” spelling test. 

This test will include 2-3 words 

from each of the spelling tests we 

have taken this trimester. If your 

student has misplaced his/her 

spelling lists, the words are avail-

able on Miss Grulke’s website on 

the Language Arts page. This 

grade will be the last spelling 

grade for the trimester.  

Reading 

We have just finished reading We 

Island of the Blue Dolphins. Next 

week we will not be taking a read-

ing test since we have a short-

ened week. Our first story after 

Thanksgiving Break will be Ever-

glades.      

Math  

We have just completed Unit 3 on 

Geometry.  Students refined their 

skills measuring and classifying 

angles.  They also learned how to 

determine the measure of angles 

based known measures of lines 

and circles.  Students classified 

polygons, drew congruent trian-

gles with geometry tools and 

learned how to make tessella-

tions.  Unit 4 will focus on division 

facts, algorithms and strategies.      

Science 

Students have just concluded 

learning about plants, their struc-

tures and functions.  We used 

microscopes to see the cells of 

leaves and the chloroplasts they 

contained.  We examined carrots 

to see the different tissues in a 

Report Cards 

Your student’s report card will 
be sent home on November 
30. You will also receive your 
student’s detailed SAT10/OLSAT 
results at this time. The report 
card will be sent home in an 
envelope which will need to be 
returned to your student’s class-

room teacher.  

Skyward Access will begin on 

December 1.  

 

 

5th Grade Websites: 

Mr. Cooper- 

www.unit5.org/cooperdm 

Miss Grulke-  

www.unit5.org/grulkes 

 

Look for this! 
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IMPORTANT  

DATES 

 

 

November 16 

First Trimester Ends 

November 22-

23 

No School–  
Thanksgiving Break 

December 20 

Christmas Parties in 
the afternoon 

December 24– 

January 7 

No School–  
Winter Break  

 

 

 

 

Report Cards Sent 
Home 

November 30 

Contact: 

Mr. Cooper 

cooperdm@unit5.org 

Miss Grulke 

grulkes@unit5.org 

• Weekly Spelling Lists are included on the Language Arts page of Miss 
Grulke’s website.  

• Science project details/information are available on Mr. Cooper’s web-
site! 

Did You Did You Did You Did You 
Know?Know?Know?Know? 


