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Executive Summary 
 
Literacy is a key to success in all academic subjects and in life, and an effective connection 
between the school and the home can further support literacy achievement in each student. 
 
The District administration and school board’s realization of these keys led to their request for a 
study topic focused on: 

 
a) The literacy best practices to improve the school/home connection. 
b) The effectiveness of dialog as it relates to literacy achievement. 
c) Providing the opportunities for all families to help their child succeed. 
d) Documenting and sharing what is done in other districts to achieve literacy success. 

 
One of the district’s goals is to “Enhance student success through ongoing review of academic 
standards, differentiating curriculum/instruction, and providing opportunities to achieve personal 
excellence.” 

A literacy goal of Unit 5 is to develop a seamless transition across school programs, curriculum 
approaches, and assessment systems where best practices in literacy instruction are implemented 
to create intellectual environments that make literate thinking a top priority for students. 
 
The study committee discovered a wide variety of diverse literacy models which could provide 
the necessary framework needed for that literacy success.  Some examples include: Leveled 
Literacy Intervention; The Schoolwide Model; Building Blocks; Success for All; Four Blocks; 
Balanced Literacy; Partnerships in Comprehensive Literacy; and others. 
 
Unit 5 has adopted and is successfully deploying the Partnerships in Comprehensive Literacy 
(PCL) Model developed at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock  
 
Based on input from school principals, dialog with district leadership, and the extensive research 
of the committee two major categories of recommendations are being presented - Enhancing the 
school to home connection; and, fully implementing the PCL Model. 
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Enhancing the School to Home connection 
 
The school to home connection is important to overall student achievement.  Unit 5 is committed 
to and has several programs in place today that support this connection.  The recommendations 
of this committee are to expand these programs to enhance their impact, and implement some 
additional programs to improve Unit 5’s ability to connect with the home. 
 
 
Expand Title 1 style programs 
 
Unit 5 should continue to leverage the Title 1 funding available in those qualifying schools, and 
also look for opportunities to expand these programs into schools not currently qualified to 
receive Title 1 funds.  Examples that should be made available in each school across the district 
to improve the school/home connection include: 

 
• Family Reading Nights – Pizza and soda provided.  Adults read with their student, and 

the child takes a book home with them. 
• ‘Breakfast and a Book’ Mornings – Doughnuts and juice provided. Adults read with their 

student, and the child takes a book home with them. 
• Transportation – each school should pursue options to provide transportation to and from 

Title 1 / Literacy events for those families who may need help with transportation to the 
programs. 

• Parent Liaison role – having a teacher, staff member, or even parent associated with the 
school contact the home to offer literacy resource material and help. 

 
 
Provide Incentives for Literacy work at home 
 
Each school should incent literacy homework by taking advantage of programs such as: 

 
• Pizza Hut “Book-It” and Culver’s Reading programs.  These programs, and others, 

provide food based incentives for students to read at home each night, with a parent 
validating that the reading took place. 

• Young Author’s Program participation – district needs to ensure access to funds for each 
school to have a broad and engaged Young Author’s program. 

 
 
Provide access to Literacy Software in the home 
 
Unit 5 uses several software programs to improve student literacy such as: Lexia; Reading Plus; 
Read OutLoud; and Co Writer.  While these are almost exclusively used in the student’s 
classroom, all of these software programs are licensed for use in the student’s home as well.   
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That availability should be publicized.  The teachers should be trained or have support available 
in how to provide software access to the household, and literacy communication should reference 
this availability and encourage parents to use this software in their home as well. 
 
 
Communication to the home 
 
Frequent and accessible communication through newsletters and postal mailings should be sent 
to the home often and in the home’s preferred language.  Examples include: Building Readers 
newsletters; Title 1 communications; 7 Keys to Comprehension; and, Literacy Letters.  In 
addition to increasing the frequency and distribution of these communications to all households, 
they should also be made available in other languages. 
 
Unit 5 is very diverse district, and there should be a goal to meet the multi-lingual needs of our 
community in our connections with the home.  The adults will feel more engaged, involved, and 
empowered if they’re able to comprehend and communicate with the school directly using their 
native language. 
 

• Examples of a family letter/connection with information on Adult Literacy Support 
(written in native language) http://colorincolorado.org/?langswitch=es 

• Toolkit for Hispanic Families from the U.S. Department of Education 
(http://www2.ed.gov/parents/academic/involve/2006toolkit/index.html) 

 
 
Provide information for parents that may need support for Adult Literacy  
 
The foundation of literacy in the home will often start with the adults of the household being 
literate themselves.  In households where this is not the case, the student may also struggle with 
literacy.  Many programs are available in the Bloomington/Normal community to help with adult 
literacy, and Unit 5 educators should be aware of and be willing to recommend programs that 
may be helpful to the adults.  Some examples include: 

 
• STAR – Literacy Program in Normal 
• Family Literacy Program at Heartland Head Start in Bloomington 
• Bloomington and Normal Public Libraries 
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Fully Implementing the PCL Model 
 
Unit 5 has made tremendous progress in the implementation of a literacy focused educational 
environment through its committed to the Partnership for Comprehensive Literacy (PCL) Model. 
 
Based on the tremendous success of the first phase of the PCL Model deployment to three 
schools, this committee recommends the full deployment and implementation of the PCL Model 
throughout the district. 
 
Key elements of the model that should be fully implemented in every school across the district 
include: 

 
• Use student assessment data to provide individualized and differentiated instruction. 

 
• Commit to daily literacy blocks - 30 minutes minimum – through interventions such as 

reading & writing workshops; student journaling; individual reading recovery, and small 
group intervention. 
 

• Provide accessible texts through leveled-libraries in each school. 
 

• Provide student focused intervention plans to ensure consistency in literacy focus across 
their school day.  
 

• Provide visibility to each student’s status and progress through the use of data/assessment 
walls. 
 

• Provide experienced Literacy Coaches and Interventionists at each school. 
 

• Provide collaborative, dialog rich, learning environments for the teachers to share 
experiences, best practices, and lessons learned. 
 

• Encourage the use of educational rounds, where teachers can learn and grow through 
observation of other classrooms, including Model Classrooms. 
 

• Have each school execute a School Improvement Plan focused on literacy achievement, 
even if the school is currently achieving AYP. 
 

• Use literacy software in each classroom such as Lexia, Reading Plus, et al. 
 

• Communicate with, inform, and engage parents in their student’s literacy achievement. 
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Appendix A - Glossary of Literacy Terms 
 
RTI 
 
Response to intervention integrates assessment and intervention within a multi-level prevention 
system to maximize student achievement and to reduce behavior problems.  With RTI, schools 
identify students at risk for poor learning outcomes, monitor student progress, provide evidence-
based interventions and adjust the intensity and nature of those interventions depending on a 
student’s responsiveness, and identify students with learning disabilities or other disabilities. 
 

For more info: http://www.rti4success.org/ 
 
 
THE DAILY 5 
 
Read to Self, Read to Someone, Listen to Reading, Word Work, Work on Writing.  There are 5 
"rotations: that replace centers and are literacy ONLY focused. Literacy blocks are broken into 
smaller blocks with a group mini lesson followed by a 20-30 minute work time. During the work 
time the kids choose one of the daily 5 rotations (read to self, read with someone, work on 
writing, listen to reading, working with words) while the teacher meets with small groups 
(guided reading or strategy) or holds individual conferences. The book outlines how to help the 
kids build stamina for each rotation and manage the organization of it all. 
 
 
THE SEVEN KEYS TO COMPREHENSION 
 
In the 1980’s, a breakthrough occurred:  researchers identified the specific thinking strategies 
used by proficient readers.  They found that reading is an interactive process in which good 
readers engage in a constant internal dialogue with the text.  The ongoing dialogue helps them 
understand and elaborate on what they read.  By identifying what good readers do as they read, 
this research gave important new insights about how to teach children to read it and get it. 
 
Good readers use the following 7 Keys to unlock meaning: 

 
1. Create mental images:  Good readers create a wide range of visual, auditory, and other 

sensory images as they read, and they become emotionally involved with what they read. 
2. Use background knowledge:  Good readers use their relevant prior knowledge before, 

during, and after reading to enhance their understanding of what they’re reading. 
3. Ask questions:  Good readers generate questions before, during, and after reading to 

clarify meaning, make predictions, and focus their attention on what’s important. 
4. Make inferences:  good readers use their prior knowledge and information from what 

they read to make predictions, seek answers to questions, draw conclusions, and create 
interpretations that deepen their understanding of the text. 

5. Determine the most important ideas or themes:  Good readers identify key ideas or 
themes as they read, and they can distinguish between important and unimportant 
information. 
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6. Synthesize information:  good readers track their thinking as it evolves during reading, to 
get the overall meaning. 

7. Use fix up strategies:  Good readers are aware of when they understand and when they 
don’t.  If they have trouble understanding specific words, phrases, or longer passages, 
they use a wide range of problem-solving strategies including skipping ahead, rereading, 
asking questions, using a dictionary, and reading the passage aloud. 

 
Excerpted from:  7 Keys to Comprehension: How to Help Your Kids Read It and Get it! 
Authors:  Susan Zimmermann and Chryse Hutchins. 
Three Rivers Press 
New York 
2003 
ISBN:  0-7615-1549-6 
 
 
LEXIA 
 
Lexia is a state-of-the-art computer program designed to help students improve their phonics 
based reading skills.   There are two levels of Lexia:  Lexia Early Reading for ages 4-6 (and 
older children experiencing difficulty), and Lexia Phonics Based Reading for ages 5-8. 
 
 
READING PLUS 
 
Reading Plus® is a web-enabled reading intervention system that uses innovative technology to 
provide individualized scaffolded silent reading practice for students in third grade and higher. 
 
Reading Plus® picks up where phonics and oral reading instruction leave off, providing rapid 
and sustainable comprehension and silent reading fluency gains. Reading Plus® develops 
sustained attention, word recognition automaticity, grade-appropriate reading rates, enhanced 
vocabulary, and improved reading comprehension. 
 
The Reading Plus® system, designed in alignment with current reading research, develops and 
improves reading proficiency in students who are not responding to core interventions, and 
provides effective practice for students who are established readers. The seven component 
programs of Reading Plus® provide extensive engagement in high-success, differentiated 
reading activities 
 
 
READING A-Z 
 
Reading A-Z's downloadable books, lessons, worksheets and other resources are designed for 
use in various reading settings from whole class to small group to individual work whether with 
core, ESOL, special education, RtI (Response to Intervention), bilingual and other such 
programs. All materials are research-based, standards-based, and results oriented 
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BASAL READERS 

 

Basal readers/basal reading series are highly organized reading textbooks used to teach reading 
and associated skills to schoolchildren. Stories are chosen to illustrate and develop specific 
reading skills, which are taught in a strict pre-determined sequence. Basal readers contain stories 
in which limited vocabulary is introduced in a controlled fashion from certain word lists which 
gradually escalate in difficulty (Think Dick and Jane). Special features of basal readers include: 

� Comprehension questions and student assignments following each story or poem 
� Supplementary materials such as  
� Workbooks 
� Activity sheets, activities 
� A "teacher's edition," of the book accompany the series.  

Some of the instructional basals that are used by schools include: 

1. Houghton Mifflin 
2. Harcourt-Brace  
3. Open Court  
4. Scholastic  
5. Scott Foresman Collections (famous for the Dick and Jane series) 

http://www.libraries.psu.edu/psul/researchguides/matbytype/basalreaders.html 

 

LEVELED READERS 
 
Leveled reading removes the "one size fits all" approach to reading, giving each child the 
opportunity to develop essential skills at his own pace. With leveled reading, your child is 
usually placed in a group with other children who read at roughly the same level of ability. 
Rather than having the entire class read the same book (which some students might find too hard 
and some too easy), leveled reading allows teachers to use a more personalized and precise 
approach to monitor a child's progress and help him learn to read. 
  
In a nutshell, leveled reading uses various assessment tools to determine how well your child 
reads, and then matches her to books that are challenging enough for her to make progress, 
but not so hard that she will become frustrated, according to Joe Yukish, senior reading advisor 
to the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project at Columbia University in New York City. 
Books are categorized into levels of difficulty, which is how a perfect match, based on ability, 
can be made. There are a number of leveled reading systems utilized in schools across the 
country, typically beginning in kindergarten; it is up to school districts or individual schools to 
determine which, if any, are in place. The primary difference between the systems lies in how 
children are evaluated, and each program has its own way of labeling books. Here are three of 
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the most common: 
  
Guided Reading Level 
 
At the beginning of the school year, your child will sit one-on-one with his teacher and read 
from a benchmark book (one considered standard for the grade). He may also be asked to 
answer questions about the text or retell the story. His teacher may use a Reading Record to 
calculate any oral reading mistakes and to help her determine a suitable guided reading level and 
books for your child. “The teacher is looking for the highest level book the child can read with 
90% to 95% accuracy and with at least 70% comprehension,” says Yukish. Practically speaking, 
that means your child doesn’t miss more than 10 out of every 100 words. For comprehension, it 
means he doesn’t miss more than 7 out of 10 questions. After determining your child’s level 
(under GRL, books run from A to Z, with A being easiest) the teacher will place him in a group 
with other children who are at the same level. The teacher then provides instruction based on her 
observations and teaches reading strategies geared to take students to the next level of 
difficulty — but children move at their own pace. “Particularly in grades 1 through 3, the level of 
book the child reads when he enters and leaves the grade will be very different,” notes Yukish. 
  
Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA) 
 
Similar to GRL, at the beginning of the school year your child will read a benchmark book to 
the teacher and then retell the story. The teacher then scores your child on a range of skills, 
such as accuracy of reading, comprehension, and fluency (ease of reading and use of 
expression). For example, in retelling the story the teacher would note if your child mentioned all 
the characters, called them by name, and said something each did in the story. “DRA tells the 
teacher where she needs to start working with the child,” explains Yukish. As with other 
assessment tools, DRA matches your child to an appropriate level of text difficulty. This system 
starts with level A, for the easiest books, and then switches to numeric levels, running from 1 to 
80. 
  
Lexile 
 
Your child may receive a Lexile measure (it’s not called a “score”) in one of two ways: By 
taking a school-administered SRI (Scholastic Reading Inventory) test, specifically designed 
to generate a Lexile measure of reading ability, or by taking a standardized reading test that 
converts the results to a Lexile measure. Lexile also evaluates books for difficulty (levels range 
from 200 to 1700+ for advanced readers). With this tool, a teacher would use your child’s Lexile 
measure to select books and other reading materials that are challenging without being too 
difficult. 
 
http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=10216 
 
 
STEP-UP READING PROGRAM 
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The Step-Up Early Intervention reading program is a curriculum that provides students with one-
on-one instruction in basic reading readiness skills. This instruction usually takes place sometime 
during the kindergarten year. 
 
 
READING RECOVERY 

Reading Recovery is a highly effective short-term intervention of one-to-one lessons for first 
grade children who are struggling in reading and writing. A supplement to classroom teaching, 
Reading Recovery provides students a half-hour reading and writing lesson each school day for 
12 to 20 weeks with a specially trained Reading Recovery teacher. The one-to-one instruction is 
essential for accelerated learning for first graders having extreme difficulty learning to read and 
write. These struggling readers have individual differences and confusions that cannot be 
addressed in small group instruction or in scripted programs. As soon as students can meet 
grade-level expectations and demonstrate that they can continue to work independently in the 
classroom, their lessons are discontinued, and new students begin individual instruction. 

The goal of the program is to dramatically reduce the number of students who have extreme 
difficulty learning to read and write and to reduce the cost of these learners to educational 
systems. For children with a complete intervention, two outcomes are possible. Bother are 
positive for the child and for the school. 

• The child made accelerated gains and is reading at grade-level expectations. Since 
1984 when Reading Recovery began in the United States, approximately 75 percent of 
students who complete the full 12- to 20-week intervention meet grade-level expectations 
in reading and writing. Follow-up studies indicate that most Reading Recovery students 
also do well on standardized tests and maintain their gains in later years. 

• The child made progress, but does not meet the rigorous criteria for grade-level 
expectations. The child is recommended for further evaluation and future instructional 
support as needed. 

 
http://www.readingrecovery.ilstu.edu/about/ 
 
 
Title 1 
 
Title 1 of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (formerly known as ECIA, ESEA or Chapter 1) 
is the largest federally funded educational program. This program, authorized by Congress, 
provides supplemental funds to school districts to assist schools with the highest student 
concentrations of poverty to meet school educational goals. 
For a detailed description of Title 1 go to: http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/pg1.html 
 
 
SRA/Reading Mastery 
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Reading Mastery1 is a direct instruction program designed to provide explicit, systematic 
instruction in English language reading. Reading Mastery is available in two versions, Reading 
Mastery Classic levels I and II (for use in grades K–3) and Reading Mastery Plus, an integrated 
reading-language program for grades K–6. The program begins by teaching phonemic awareness 
and sound-letter correspondence and moves into word and passage reading, vocabulary 
development, comprehension, and building oral reading fluency. Later lessons continue to 
emphasize accurate and fluent decoding while teaching students the skills necessary to read and 
comprehend and to learn from expository text. Lessons are designed to be fast-paced and 
interactive. Students are grouped by similar reading level, based on program placement tests. The 
program includes placement assessments and a continuous monitoring system. Although not 
designed exclusively for English language learners, Reading Mastery can be used with this group 
of students. 

For more information: http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/reports/english_lang/read_master/ 
 
 
DIBELS READING ASSESSMENT 
 
The Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS) are a set of procedures and 
measures for assessing the acquisition of early literacy skills from kindergarten through sixth 
grade. They are designed to be short (one minute) fluency measures used to regularly monitor the 
development of early literacy and early reading skills. 
DIBELS are comprised of seven measures to function as indicators of phonemic awareness, 
alphabetic principle, accuracy and fluency with connected text, reading comprehension, and 
vocabulary. DIBELS were designed for use in identifying children experiencing difficulty in 
acquisition of basic early literacy skills in order to provide support early and prevent the 
occurrence of later reading difficulties. 
 
 
FOUNTAS AND PINNELL 

The Fountas & Pinnell Leveled Literacy Intervention System (LLI) is a small-group, 
supplementary intervention designed for children who find reading and writing difficult. LLI is 
designed to bring children quickly up to grade-level competency—in 14 to 18 weeks on average. 

LLI serves those students who need intensive support to achieve grade-level competency. These 
children are the lowest achieving children in the classroom who are not receiving another 
supplementary intervention. Each lesson in the LLI system also provides specific suggestions for 
supporting English language learners who are selected for the program. 
 
 
Partnerships in Comprehensive Literacy (PCL) Model 
 
Ten Features of the Partnerships in Comprehensive Literacy (PCL) Model 
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Framework for Literacy uses a workshop framework to provide differentiated instruction in 
literacy, including small group, whole group, and individual conferences to meet the 
diverse needs of all learners. 
 
Coaching and Mentoring use apprenticeship techniques for increasing knowledge and 
implementing effective literacy practices. 
 
Model Classrooms represent inquiry-based settings where teachers and children are 
collaborating together within a workshop framework. 
 
High Standards are based on state, national, and professional standards. 
 
Accountability for student progress includes school reports, intervention assessment walls, and 
ongoing formal, and informal assessments. 
 
System Interventions include Reading Recovery for the lowest-achieving first graders and high-
quality small group instruction for K-5 students who need extra help in targeted areas. 
 
Professional Learning Communities with a range of collaborative learning experiences for 
teachers, including peer observations, study groups, and literacy team meetings. 
 
Well-designed Literacy Plan includes short and long-term goals and benchmark indicators for 
monitoring progress along the way. 
 
Technology includes networking opportunities for working together in program development, 
data reporting, effective implementation strategies. 
 
Spotlighting includes deliberate efforts to promote the school’s literacy program through hosting 
school visitations, sharing research, and presentations. 
 
For more info: 
http://www.arliteracymodel.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=15&Itemid=28 
 
 
ILLINI DATA 
 
Illini Data is a portal that allows access to a data-warehouse of student test scores on DIBELS, 
SAT-10, ISAT, Explore, IAA, PSAE, and Plan tests.  Teachers and administrators can view 
current or past student scores to see current progress or look at trends over time.  Reports of 
individual test scores, class scores, or school scores can also be viewed and analyzed by creating 
custom reports.  Teachers and administrators use information from Illini Data to make decisions 
about the core literacy curriculum and about grouping students for individualized literacy 
instruction.  They gather this information by customizing reports to look at student performance 
in specific areas of literacy.  When analyzing the data, teachers and administrators are looking 
for any of the following:  a decline in scores over time in a certain skill area, a skill area that is 
significantly lower than others for an individual, class, or school, a skill area where a student or 
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class is performing below district/state expectations.  Teachers and administrators will also look 
for individual scores that are particularly high so that they can provide higher level 
materials/instruction for students who are exceeding expectations  
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Appendix B - Literacy Survey & Summarized Results 
Principal Name          School Please Select 

 

1.  How would you describe the district’s literacy direction? 

  

2.  What types of literacy programs are you currently using in your school? 

  

3. How are you communicating to parents what you are doing to promote literacy in 
your school? 

  

4. How are you involving parents to promote literacy in your school? 

  

5. What challenges with literacy do you see that are specific to your school? 

  

6. What resources are available to you to support literacy? 

  

7. What types of community connections are being leveraged by you to support 
literacy in your school? (e.g., ISU/Heartland/Illinois Wesleyan student tutors or 
mentoring program, State Farm grant money, Jr. Achievement) 

 
The summarized responses are attached and posted here: 

Literacy Questionaire 
Response - Nov 16 2009.xls 
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School Programs in use (Q2) Communicating to Parents (Q3) Involving Parents (Q4) Challenges (Q5) Resources used (Q6) Community Connections (Q7)

Brigham

PCL Model
Balanced Literacy
Reader's & Writer's w orkshops
Guided Reading
Leveled Books
Harcourt Reading Program
The Reading Series
Lexia

New sletters
CAC
Website
PTO
Parent Advisory Council for ELL 
Students

Title 1 Reading Nights
As volunteers & tutors
PTO

Need more Spanish reading material 
for ELL students

Title 1 Teachers
Literacy Coach
Reading Recovery
Reading Interventionists

ISU Reading Class (C&I 209)
Junior Achievement
State Farm Grant funds

Carlock
Reading A to Z
Fountas & Pinnell

Classroom letters
Off ice letters

As volunteers Staff ing District Literacy Specialist SF Grant money

Fairview
Reading Recovery
Lexia
Reading Blocks

Hosting "Key to Success" nights As volunteers
Getting consistent parental 
involvement

Title staff
District Literacy Specialist

University, Church Groups, Parents

Fox Creek not yet received

Glenn

Basal Series & Leveled books
7 Keys to Comprehension
Lexia
Reading Plus
DIBELS
Fountas & Pinnell
Title 1

Website
New sletter on 7 Keys

Title 1 Reading Nights
7 Keys Night

Staff ing (even w ith a Title 1 
resource, could use more)

DIBELS; Fountas & Pinnell 
Assessments
Title 1

ISU Students, America Reads 
Tutors

Grove not yet received

Hoose

Harcourt Language Arts
SRA
Lexia
Reading Recovery
Key to Comprehension
Daily Five
Literacy Station format
Fountas & Pinnell
90 min. Literacy Blocks
Guided Reading

Curriculum Nights
New sletters
Key to Comprehension brochure
Website
PTO

Volunteers & tutors
PTO

No Title 1 resources
Only a part-time RTI Interventionist
Need a Reading/Literacy Coach

Funding for Leveled Library
Reading Recovery
Part-time RTI Interventionist

ISU Reading Class (20 Tutors)

Hudson not yet received

Northpoint

Guided Reading
7 Keys & 10 Keys
Readers & Writers Workshops
Leveled Library

New sletters
Reading Night(s)

Volunteers & tutors Scheduling reading blocks Funding for Leveled Library
Some ISU support, but needs are 
mostly covered by parent 
volunteers.

Oakdale

90 min. Literacy Blocks
Reading & Writing Strategic Priorities
DIBELS
Fountas & Pinnell
Reading Specialists

Curriculum Nights
New sletters
Key to Comprehension brochure
Website
PTO
"Building Better Readers" Night

Volunteers
Reading Nights

Staff ing - especially at 4th & 5th 
grade levels

Reading Specialists
Literacy Coaches
District Literacy Director
Professional Development time

Reading Mentors (mostly from IWU)

Parkside

90 min. Literacy Blocks
DIBELS
Fountas & Pinnell
Daily 5
Reading A-Z

New sletters
Website

Volunteers & tutors
Reading Nights

Staff ing
Consistent parental involvement

Title 1 Teachers
Special Education staff
Literacy Coach

ISU Students, America Reads 
Tutors

Pepper Ridge

PCL Model - using Data Wall
Readers & Writers Workshops
Haggerty
Guided Reading
Key to Comprehension

Family Reading Night
Curriculum Nights
New sletters
Key to Comprehension brochure
Website
PTO
Magnets & Bookmarks
Book as a birthday gif t

Volunteers & tutors
Parent Pow er Hours
Student birthday book

Getting consistent parental 
involvement

Literacy Coaches
Director of Literacy
RTI Interventionist

Pepper Ridge Promise Council
ISU
IWU
Junior Achievement

Prairieland

Guided Reading
Lexia
Haggerty
Harcourt Basal

Curriculum Nights
Kindergarten FARM Nights
New sletters
Website/ Bulletin Board
PTO

Volunteers & Tutors
Reading nights

Not having access to Title 1 
resources

Funding for Leveled Library
District Literacy Director
Professional Development time

ISU Reading Class (C&I 209)
IWU Task Tutors
State Farm Grant funds

Sugar Creek

90 min. Literacy Blocks
DIBELS
Fountas & Pinnell
Daily 5
7 Key to Comprehension
Harcourt Language Arts

New sletters
Title 1 Reading Nights
Website
PTO

Volunteers & Tutors
Reading nights
Monthyl reading goals & book gif ts

Getting consistent parental 
involvement

Title 1 Resources Mostly parent volunteers

Towanda

90 min. Literacy Blocks
Reading & Writing Strategic Priorities
7 Key to Comprehension
LEAP Frog Videos
Kindergarten Step Up Program

Curriculum Nights
New sletters
Key to Comprehension brochure
Website
PTO

Volunteers & Tutors
Parents run Step Up Program
Reading Nights

Staff ing

Funding for Leveled Library
RTI Interventionist
PTO funds
Grant funds

ISU Redbird Readers
Normal Cornbelters

Chiddix Junior High
Lexia
Reading Plus
Boys Tow n

Curriculum Nights
New sletters
Website
PTO

Volunteers & Tutors
Wide range of student skill level
Competition of reading vs. 
technology for students focus

District Literacy Director
Professional Development time

ISU & IWU Task Tutors

Kingsley Junior High

Literacy focused curricula
Added 47 min. of reading each day
Lexia
Reading Plus
Study Island

Curriculum Nights
New sletters
Website
PTO

Curriculum Nights
Reading program
IMC volunteers

Key challenge is managing reading 
levels sometimes several levesl 
below  grade level.
Time and resources

District Literacy Director

Parkside Junior High

Added 47 min. of reading each day
PCL Model - using data assessment

Curriculum Nights
New sletters
Website
PTO

Volunteers & Tutors
PTO

Just starting to implement PCL Model
District Literacy Director
Professional Development time
PTO Funds

State Farm & ISU tutors / mentors in 
Developing Your Potential (DYP) 
program.
Funding from 501 c3 program 
started by a parent.

NCHS

Literacy Specialist
Literacy Team

If the student has poor literacy skills 
at the High School level, it's dif f icult 
to change a young adult.

District Literacy Director

NCWHS

Direct Intervention for most at risk 
students
Boys Tow n
Literacy Specialist
RtI Interventionist

Challenge of full schedules and 
f inding the right time to f it in Literacy 
interventions

District Literacy Director
Professional Development time

Community mentors

Survey Questions
** Q1: How would you describe the district’s literacy direction?  (** See Literacy Survey Returns for answers to this question)
Q2: What types of literacy programs are you currently using in your school?
Q3: How are you communicating to parents what you are doing to promote literacy in your school?
Q4: How are you involving parents to promote literacy in your school?
Q5: What challenges with literacy do you see that are specific to your school?
Q6: What resources are available to you to support literacy?
Q7: What types of community connections are being leveraged by you to support literacy in your school? (e.g., ISU/Heartland/Illinois Wesleyan student tutors or mentoring program, State Farm grant money, Jr. Achievement)

Summary of Responses to the Literacy Questionnaire - November 2009
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Appendix C - Educational Acronyms Used in Unit 5 
 

Special Education Acronyms (SPED – SPECIAL ED) 
Laws  Requirements 

#504 Rehabilitation Act of 1973 BIG Behavior Intervention Guidelines 
ADA American with Disabilities Act BIP Behavior Intervention Plan 

CPA 
Carl Perkins Vocational and Applied 
Technology Education Act CSPD 

Comprehensive System of Personnel 
Development 

ESEA Elementary and Secondary Education Act FIE Full & Individual Evaluation   

FERPA 
Family Educational Rights and Privacy 
Act FAPE  Free Appropriate Public Education 

FOIA Freedom of Information Act FBA Functional Behavioral Analysis 

IDEA  
Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act FEOP Full Educational Opportunity Goal 

  IEP  Individual Education Plan 
State Identified Disabilities LRE  Least Restrictive Environment  

AUT Autistic Services & Staff 

CD 
Cognitive Disability (formerly CI – 
Cognitive Impairment) SLP Speech and Language Pathologist 

      EMD (Educable Mentally Disabled) APE Adapted Physical Education 
      TMD (Trainable Mentally Disabled) AT Assistive Technology 
      S&P (Severe & Profound) ECE  Early Childhood Education 
DB  Deaf-Blind ESY  Extended School Year 
DD Developmental Delay IAES Interim Alternative Educational Setting 
ED   Emotional Disturbance IEE Independent Educational Evaluation 
OHI Other Health Impaired O&M Orientation and Mobility  

PHI Physically Impaired OT  
Occupational Therapy or Occupational 
Therapist 

S/L  Speech Language Impaired PASS Plan for Achieving Self-Support 
SLD Specific Learning Disability PCA Personal Care Attendant 
      ILD (Instructional Learning Disabled) PT  Physical Therapy or Physical Therapist 
      RLD (Resource Learning Disability) SAS Supplementary Aids and Services 
TBI  Traumatic Brain Injury SLP  Speech Language Pathologist 
VI Visually Impaired ECSE Early Childhood Special Education 
AUT Autistic LBS 1/2 Learning Behavioral Specialist 1 or 2 
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Acronyms Continued 
Special Education Acronyms Continued 

Related Disabilities  Related Areas & Services 
ADD  Attention Deficit Disorder ASL American Sign Language 
ADHD   Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder CA Chronological Age 
CAP Central Auditory Processing CFR Codified Federal Regulations 

CF Cystic Fibrosis DSM IV 
Diagnostic Statistical Manual of Mental 
Disorders 

CP Cerebral Palsy EI Early Intervention 
FAS Fetal Alcohol Syndrome IFSP Individualized Family Service Plan 
MD Muscular Dystrophy ISAT Illinois Student Achievement Test 
OCD Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder LEP Limited English Proficient 
ODD Oppositional Defiant Disorder MA Mental Age 
PDD Pervasive Developmental Disorder PSAE Prairie State Achievement Exam 
SB Spina Bifida REI  Regular Education Initiative 
TS Tourette Syndrome SI Sensory Integration 
ADD  Attention Deficit Disorder SSDI Social Security Disability Income 
CD Cognitive Disability SSI Supplemental Security Income 

  TTY 
Teletypewriter (phone system for the 
deaf) 

  Voc Ed Vocational Education 
  VR Vocational Rehabilitation 
  ESL English as a Second Language 
  ELL English Language Learners 
  ENL English as a New Language 
  SSP Student Support Program 
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Acronyms Continued 
Special Education Acronyms Continued 

Agencies & Supports 

AAMR 
American Association on Mental 
Retardation 

 
LIFCIL 

Living for Independence-Center for 
Independent Living  

AFT American Federation of Teachers NAEYC 
National Association for the Education 
of young Children 

ASA Autism Society of America NASBE 
National Association of State Boards of 
Education 

ASHA 
American Speech-Language-Hearing 
Association NEA National Education Association 

CEC Council for Exceptional Children NICHCY 
National Information Center for 
Children and Youth with Disabilities 

CHADD 
Children and Adults with Attention-
Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder OCR Office of Civil Rights 

CPRC Community Parent Resource Center OMB Office of Management and Budget 
DHS Department of Human Services DRS Department of Rehabilitation Services 
DOE Department of Education OSEP  Office of Special Education 

EDGAR 
Education Department General 
Administrative Regulations OSERS 

Office of Special Education and 
Rehabilitation Services 

ERIC 
Educational Resources Information 
Center P&A Protection and Advocacy 

IATP  Illinois Assistive Technology Project SEA State Education Agency 

IPCDD 
Illinois Planning Council on 
Developmental Disabilities SSA Social Security Administration 

ISBE  Illinois State Board of Education DCFS 
Department of Children and Family 
Services 

LAN  Local Area Network   
LEA  Local Education Agency (i.e. Unit #5)   
LIC  Local Interagency Council   
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Acronyms Continued 
 

Tests  State/National/University 
SAT 10  Stanford Achievement Test version 10 NCLB  No Child Left Behind 
OLSAT  Otis Lennon School Ability Test AYP  Adequate Yearly Progress 

DIBELS  
Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early 
Literacy Skills RtI  Response to Intervention 

ISAT Illinois Standard Achievement Test SIP School Improvement Plan 
MAP Measures of Academic Progress Test NBCT National Board Certified Teacher 

PLAN Pre-ACT test sophomore test NBPTS 
National Board Professional Teaching 
Standards 

ACT American Collegiate Entrance Exam ILPTS Illinois Professional Teaching Standards 

PSAE Prairie State Achievement Test NCATE 
National Council for Accreditation of  
Teacher Education 

SAT Scholastic Aptitude Test ISBE Illinois State Board of Education 
SAS Student Assessment Summary IL Illinois Learning Standards 
EXPLORE Test given at Freshman level IIRC Illinois Interactive Report Card 
  NCAA National Collegiate Athletic Association 
  FCA Fellowship of Christian Athletes 

  NAEP 
National Assessment of Educational 
Progress 

Unit 5 Nurses’ Acronyms for Health Related Issues 
PDS 

Professional Development School (year 
long student teaching program) 

PLC  Professional Learning Communities 
HA Headache CT Cooperating Teacher 
SA Stomached\ TC Teacher Candidate (student teacher) 

ST Sore throat PBIS 
Positive Behavioral Interventions and 
Supports 

n/v Nausea/vomiting CEC  Consortium for Educational Change 

P1-P10 
Pain scale 1-10 where 1 is least and 
10 is greatest IRT 

Internal Review Team 

URI Upper respiratory infection GED General Education Development 
UTI Urinary tract infection IRC Illinois Reading Council 
  NEA National Education Association 
  TRS Teachers Retirement System 
  ROE Regional Office of Education 
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Acronyms Continued 
Technology Related Terms  Literacy Related Terms 

IMC Instructional Materials Center IPCL 
Illinois Professional Consortium of 
Literacy 

AV Audio Visual Equipment PCL  Partnership for Comprehensive Literacy 
GTT Gateway to Technology DLLT District Literacy Leadership Team 
CMS Course Management System RR Reading Recovery 
SB Smart Board (interactive white board) AR Accelerated Reader 
IT Informational Technology CLM Comprehensive Literacy Model 
  CIM Comprehensive Intervention Model 

  
Project 
ALL Access to Literacy for Learning 

    
    
    

    
    
    
    
  Unit 5 SPECIFIC 
  BLT Building Leadership Team 
  CORE Core Team replaced BLT 
  BTB Beyond the Books Grant 

  CARES 
Collaborative Action and Resources for 
Educational Success 

  DEAP 
Differentiated Educational Activities 
Program (Gifted) 

  DLLT District Literacy Leadership Team 
  DAC Diversity Advisory Committee  
  CAC Citizen’s Advisory Committee 
  UFEA Unit 5 Education Association 

  SCIT 
School Continuous Improvement Team 
(replaced CORE team) 

  DCIT 
District Continuing    Improvement       
Team 
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Acronyms Continued 
Pertinent to Unit 5 Schools 

Elementary  Jr. High/High Schools 

PIECE 

People Involved in Expanding 
Children's Education Prairieland’s 
Parent/Teacher Group AP Advanced Placement Classes 

PE Physical Education AP Assistant Principal 
  FACS Family and Consumer Sciences 

  AVC/ACC 
Area Vocational Center/Area Career 
Center 

  FMP 
Freshman Mentoring Program 
(NCWHS) 

  ROCS 
Reaching Out Connecting Students 
(freshman mentoring program (NCHS) 

  WUT West Unity Team 
  SRO School Resource Officer 
  IT Informational Technology 
  RWS Regional World Studies 
  OSS Out of School Suspended 
  SSS Saturday Supervised Study 
  IRT Inter 

  ACE 
Academic character and Enhancement 
(ISS- in school suspension) 

  DYP Develop Your Potential (GAP attack) 
  CJHS Chiddix Jr. High School 
  KJHS Kingsley Jr. High School 
  PJHS Parkside Jr. High School 
  EJHS  ? George Evans Jr. High School 
  NCWHS Normal Community West High School 
  NCHS Normal Community High School 
  SPED Special Education 
  PE Physical Education 
  WOC Written and Oral Communication 
  SS Specialized Support 
  AD Athletic Director 
  ICE Interrelated Cooperative Education 
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Appendix D - Committee Members 
 
 
Cyndee Brown, At-Large representative 
 
Bill Cecil, Normal Community High School representative 
 
Beth Milsteadt, Sugar Creek Elementary School representative 
 
Herbert Reichelt, Kingsley Junior High School representative 
 
Jeff Sharpe, Brigham Elementary School representative 
 
Teresa Smith, Glenn Elementary School representative 
 
 
 
District Administrators & CAC Officer  
 
Carol Frericks 
 
Chuck Hartseil 
 
Kenny Lee 
 
Mike Trask 
 


