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  Standards-Based Grading Timeline 

 

2013-2015   -  Training in best practices in grading and planning for SBG 

  

 

2015-2016     -  Teacher training in SBG with some classes piloting SBG 

  

 

2016-2017     -  All grades reporting in SBG for math.   

  -  Some classes piloting  SBG in other subject areas.  

  

 

2017-2018 - Full implementation for all grade levels and subjects  



  Why Standards-Based Grading and Reporting? 

Section One 
Introduction:  Why Standards Based Grading and Reporting? 

 
As instructional research based strategies have evolved in schools, our tradi-
tional grading system no longer aligns with classroom instructional practic-
es.  A standards based grading and reporting system allows teachers to more 
accurately and consistently report student achievement to students and par-
ents relative to state and local learning standards.  A standards based grad-
ing system focuses on student learning as opposed to the earning of 
points.  In a standards based grading classroom, student work is evaluated 
as evidence of learning.  Teachers and students use established criteria to 
determine what level of learning is evident from the artifact (work) student 
produces.  Variables other than evidence of learning, are not included in the 
final grade mark assigned to a student. 
 
Grades are the ultimate form of feedback to a student about their progress 
towards mastery of the standards. Grade marks need to be accurate and 
meaningful so that parents know exactly what their child has learned and 
what opportunities there are for growth. Providing feedback to students 
around specific learning standards accompanied with formative assessment 
strategies has shown to significantly boost achievement and motivation for 
students  

Section One 



Section Two 

  Defining Purpose 

A Grade is: 
 

A symbol, word, or numeral that teachers assign to evidence of student 
learning to signify different levels of achievement towards mastery of con-

tent knowledge and skills application.   
 
The Purpose of Grading: 

 
The purpose of grading is to provide feedback to students and communicate 

to all stakeholders, student achievement toward specific standards. 
 
The Purpose of the Report Card: 
 
The purpose of this report card is to provide information regarding your 
student’s current progress towards meeting grade level learning targets.  



Section THREE 

  Guiding Principles of Grading 

 Grades should be based on clearly specified learning goals and perfor-

mance standards that are derived from the Common Core State Standards 

and the Unit 5 curricular expectations. In a classroom, the teacher will: 

 

1. Identify reporting standards. 

2. Utilize assessments and rubrics to collect evidence. 

3. Report student performance 

 

 Evidence used for grading should be valid. 

Valid Data Sources 

Summative Assessments 

Formative assessments 

Demonstrated skill 

Performance based assessments 

Application of learning 

Invalid Data Sources 

Homework 

Late Work 

Neatness/Penmanship 

Extra Credit 



Section THREE 

  Guiding Principles of Grading 

 Students’ grades will not reflect an average of their achievement. In-
stead, grades will reflect a student’s progress toward the attainment of a 
standard, with the most emphasis placed on their ability to meet the 
standards after they have had the opportunity to learn them. 
 

 Product grades should indicate what a student knows and can 
do.  Product grades (academic) must be reported separately from process 
criteria (learner characteristics). 

 

“Johnny is in fourth grade. He is reading at grade level but is regular-
ly off task during reading workshop. However, when assessed, it is 
clear that Johnny can identify the main ideas and most important de-
tails in a text and summarize the text.” 
 
In this case, even though Johnny is not following expectations it will 
not affect his product grade (academic).  However, it will be reported 
separately as a process grade (learner characteristic). 

 

 

 



Section FOUR 

  Grades Defined 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Product Grades (Academic) Rubric: 
Rubrics are used to guide teachers and students on the expectations for demonstrating 
proficiency on the targets.  Sample literacy rubric: 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Process Grades (Learner Characteristic): 

Scale: 

Frequently Observed (+)               Infrequently Observed (/)               Rarely Observed (-)  

Positive interactions with adults and peers.   
 
Indicators: 
·      Problem solves with peers 
·      Class participation 
·      Accepts personal responsibility 
·      Cooperates with others  

Positive Work Habits 
 
Indicators: 
·      Works independently 
·      Actively engages in class activities 
·      Homework 
·      Classwork 
·      Sets goals 
·      Stays on task  



Section FIVE 

  Common Terms Defined 
Assessment: Gathering and interpreting information about what students 

know and can do using a variety of tools. 

 

Benchmark Assessment: An assessment that measures a student’s 

achievement level on standards in a course that will be repeated periodically 

to check for improvement. 

 

Common Assessment: The same assessment that is given and graded by 

common grade level/subject classrooms at about the 

same time to collect data. 

 

Formative Assessment: Periodic assessment tool for learning that is used 

to adjust instruction for individual students or a whole class. 

 

Grade: A simple, clear, and concrete summary representation of student 

achievement based on what a student knows at the end of a given time 

period. The number (or letter) reported at the end of a period of time as a 

summary statement of student performance. 

 

Proficiency/Mastery: Demonstration of student performance against stand-

ard criteria at a pre-established level. 

 

Targets/Skill statements:  Specific statement that describes what and/or 

how well students are expected to understand and perform. 

 

Standards-based Grading:  Achievement level based on mastery of essen-

tial standards—a grading system where scores denote progress toward the un-

derstanding of a specific target/standard. 

 

Summative Assessment: An evaluation tool designed to show information 

about a student’s achievement at the end of a period of instruction. 



Section six 

  Frequently Asked Questions 
Why Standards Based Grading? 

We have shifted our instructional practices to align to specific learning tar-
gets that we want each child to master. 

When assessing students, we want to know if they have mastered each 
learning target. 

We will now report how well students are performing in relation to the 
learning targets that are being taught and assessed. 

What does this change mean? 

Traditional letter grades often include aspects of student effort and behav-
ior.  Now student performance will always be reported separately from 
effort and behavior. 

Traditional letter grades were calculated by averaging student performance 
on a variety of tasks covering a variety of skills.  Now students will be as-
sessed on skills separately and their performance will be reported for 
each standard. 

In traditional grading, there was often a discrepancy among the way grades 
were calculated.  Some grades included just quizzes and tests, while oth-
ers included more homework and projects.  Now student ratings will be 
always based on their ability to demonstrate proficiency on specific 
learning targets. 

What will this do for my child? 

Your child will know what is expected in his/her learning and how he/she 
can demonstrate mastery. 

Your child will know his/her strengths and areas for improvement. 
Your child will receive multiple opportunities to demonstrate mastery of a 

learning target and will not be penalized for starting with no mastery. 
With a shift of focus from grades and how much an assignment is worth to 

learning and mastering content, students are freer to take educational 
risks as they learn and practice. 

How can I help my child? 

You are an important part of your child’s education and it is important for 
you to talk to your child regularly about school. 

Rather than asking what grade he/she is getting in class, ask which skills 
he/she is working on. 

Check Skyward often to see your child’s growth and to find out which skills 
he/she is still working on.  Be sure to ask the teacher when you have 
questions. 



Section six 

  Frequently Asked Questions 

What can parents expect? 

You will begin to see student work that is graded on a 4 point scale rather 
than points possible or a letter grade. 

The 4 point scale represents the following levels of mastery: 
1- Even with support the student is struggling to master the skill 
2- With support the student is able to show mastery 
3- The student can independently demonstrate mastery 
4- The student independently applies the skill at a deeper, more 

complex level than expected 

You will see a separate grade for the process skills (behavior and learner 
characteristics) 

How do I know what the ratings mean? 

Often when work comes home, it will be accompanied by a rubric that  
defines the ratings. 

If no rubric is provided with work that comes home, or if you are viewing 
a grade on Skyward, you can reference the companion documents 
that are linked on our webpage.  If you are viewing this handbook 
online, you may click the links below: 

 Math Companion Documents 

 English Language Arts Companion Documents 

 

 




