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Skills Beginning (1) 
 

Progressing (2) 
 

Proficient (3) 
 

Exceptional (4) 
 

Essential Idea 
Unable to perform the 
skill even with support. 

 
Partially, inconsistently   or 

with support is able to 
perform the skill.  

 

Independently able to 
perform the skill. 

In addition to being proficient, 
student also independently uses 

complex thinking that extends an 
in-depth understanding, analysis 

and application of the skill.  

STRAND- Reads and comprehends grade level text 
Read and 
comprehends 
stories, poetry, and 
informational text 
appropriate for 1st 
grade. RL/RI 1.10 

Student’s instructional 
text level range is in the 
warning stage based on 
district guidelines. 

Student’s instructional text 
level range is below (yellow) 
grade level expectations 
based on district guidelines. 

Student’s instructional text 
level range meets grade level 
based on district guidelines. 

Student’s instructional text level 
range exceeds grade level 
expectations based on district 
guidelines. 

Read with sufficient 
fluency to support 
comprehension 
within grade level 
text. 
RF 1.4 

Fluency 

Word-by word reading 

with some long pauses 

between words. 

 

Almost no recognition of 

syntax or phrasing with 

very little awareness of 

punctuation. 

 

Perhaps a few two-word 

phrases, but generally 

dis-fluent. Some word 

groupings awkward. 

Expression is not 

evident. 

Fluency 

Word-by-word phrasing, but 

with some two-, three- or 

four-word phrases. 

 

Evidence of syntactic 

awareness and attention to 

punctuation, but not 

consistently. 

 

Rereading for problem 

solving may be present. 

 

Expression may be present. 

Fluency 
Reads primarily in larger 

meaningful phrases. 

 

Fluent, phrased reading with 

a few word-by word 

slowdowns for problem 

solving. Attention is given to 

punctuation and syntax.  

 

Rereading for problem solving 

is present. 

 

Reading is phrased and has 

evidence of expressive 

interpretation.   

Fluency 
Reads primarily in larger 

meaningful phrases. 

 

Reads fluently and attends to 

punctuation and syntax. 

 

Rereading for problem solving 

may be present, but is generally 

fluent. 

 

Expressive interpretation is 

evident throughout the reading.  

Read with sufficient 
accuracy to support 
comprehension 
within grade level 
text. 
RF 1.4 
 

Accuracy 
Does not attempt to solve 

unknown words while 

reading. 

 

Accuracy 
Partially, inconsistently, or 

with support, determines or 

clarifies the meaning of 

unknown words and 

phrases. 

Accuracy 
Determines or clarifies the 

meaning of unknown words 

and phrases based on content 

and background knowledge. 

 

Accuracy 
Asks and answers questions to 

help clarify the meaning of words 

and phrases in a text. 
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 Unable, even with 

support,  or does not 

attempt to self-correct or 

monitor own reading at 

the word level . 

 

Comprehension is 

impacted significantly. 

 

Partially, inconsistently, or 

with support, attempts at 

solving unknown words are 

not always accurate. 
 

Partially, inconsistently, or 

with support, inconsistently 

or rarely self-corrects. 
 

Partially, inconsistently, or 

with support, over relies on 

only one source of 

information (visual, syntax, 

meaning). 
 

Partially, inconsistently, or 

with support, asks and 

answers questions about 

unknown words in a text. 
 

Partially, inconsistently, or 

with support, uses multiple 

sources of information 

(visual, syntax, meaning). 
 

Partially, inconsistently, or 

with support, monitors and 

corrects with high levels of 

accuracy yet lacks 

comprehension. 

Uses sight words, 

letter/sounds, connections to 

other words, chunks the word, 

context/picture 

Consistently solves unknown 

words.  

 

Asks and answers questions 

about unknown words or 

phrases in a text. 

 

Uses multiple sources of 

information (visual, syntax, 

meaning) without prompting 

Self- correction occurs 

frequently. 

 

Comprehension is evident. 

Demonstrates knowledge of 

flexible ways to solve words 

(word parts, endings and 

prefixes, suffixes. rhyme, letter, 

sound, or spelling pattern). 

 

Uses multiple sources of 

information (visual ,language 

structure, and meaning). 

 

Self-corrects at point of error or 

before overt error). 

 

Self-correction ratio is 1:1. 

 

Comprehension is excellent. 
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STRAND- Key Ideas and Details in Literature 

At their 
instructional level 
can ask and answer 
questions to 
demonstrate 
understanding of 
key details in a text, 
including setting 
and major events. 

RL 1.1/RL 1.3 

 

Summarizing 
Unable, even with 

support, to recall any 

information about the 

characters, setting, and 

major events. 

 

Unable, even with 

support, to identify the 

beginning, middle and 

end. 

 

Unable, even with 

support to identify who 

is telling the story (point 

of view). 

Summarizing 
Partially, inconsistently, or 

with support, retells familiar 

stories including key details. 
 

Partially, inconsistently, or 

with support, identifies 

characters, setting and 

major events in the story. 
 

Is able to retell only partial 

or limited information about 

characters and plot. 
 

Partially, inconsistently, or 

with support, identifies who 

is telling the story (point of 

view). 

Summarizing 
Independently able to retell 

stories, including key details 

and understanding of the text. 

 

Independently describes 

characters, settings, and 

major events in a story using 

specific key details, even if out 

of order. 

 

Independently able to identify 

who is telling the story (point 

of view). 

Summarizing 
Independently uses complex 
thinking that extends an in-depth 
understanding, analysis and 
application of summarizing.  
 

 

 

 

Independently uses complex 

thinking that extends an in-depth 

understanding, analysis and 

application of identifying various 

points of view throughout the 

story.  

At their 
instructional level 
understands the 
central message of a 
story. 

RL 1.2 

 

Inferring Author’s 
Message 
Unable, even with 
support to identify the 
author’s message. 

Inferring Author’s 
Message 
Partially, inconsistently, or 
with support, attempts to 
identify the author’s 
message.  
 

Message may be partially 
incorrect. 
 
Uses vague or incompletely 
text evidence. 

Inferring Author’s 
Message 
Independently able to 
accurately identify the 
author’s message or lesson 
using key details and evidence 
from the text. 
 
 

Inferring Author’s Message 
Independently uses complex 
thinking that extends an in-depth 
understanding, analysis and 
application of inferring author’s 
message.   
 
Can identify multiple messages 
from the text and relates\them to 
other texts, or events using key 
details and evidence from the 
text. 
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At their 
instructional level 
describes characters 
in a story using key 
details from the text. 
 
RL 1.3 

Inferring 
Unable, even with 
support to infer a 
character’s feelings. 

Inferring 
Partially, inconsistently, or 
with support, is able to 
accurately infer character’s 
feelings with key details and 
evidence from the text. 
 

Inferring 
Independently able to 
accurately infer character’s 
feelings with key details and 
evidence from the text. 

 

Inferring 
Independently uses complex 
thinking that extends an in-depth 
understanding, analysis and 
application of inferring 
character’s feelings and character 
change.  

At their 
instructional level 
uses information 
from the narrative 
story to make 
predictions. 

Predicting 
Unable, even with 
support to attempt a 
prediction. 

Predicting 
Partially, inconsistently, or 
with support, attempts a 
prediction; inaccurate or 
unsubstantiated by text. 
 

Predicting 
Independently able to make 
predictions that are consistent 
with text or background 
knowledge 

Predicting 
Independently uses complex 
thinking that extends an in-depth 
understanding, analysis and 
application of predicting.  

At their 
instructional level 
describes cause and 
effect 

Inferring Cause and 
Effect 
Unable, even with 
support, to attempt to 
infer the cause and effect 
relationship between 
characters’ actions and 
events, chapters, stanzas 
or scenes.  

Inferring Cause and 
Effect 
Partially, inconsistently, or 
with support, attempts to 
infer the cause and effect 
relationship between 
characters’ actions and 
events, chapters, stanzas or 
scenes. 
 
Inferences are partially 
accurate or have limited text 
support. 
 

Inferring Cause and 
Effect 
Independently able to 
accurately infer the cause and 
effect relationship between 
characters’ actions and 
events, chapters, stanzas or 
scenes and inferences are 
supported with text evidence. 
 

Inferring Cause and Effect 
Independently uses complex 
thinking that extends an in-depth 
understanding, analysis and 
application of cause and effect.  
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STRAND- Craft and Structure in Literature 
Identify words and 
phrases in stories 
that suggest feelings 
or appeal to the 
senses. 
 
RL 1.4 

Unable, even with 
support to identify any 
words or phrases that 
suggest feelings or 
appeal to the senses. 
 
 

Partially, inconsistently, or 
with support, is able to 
identify any words or 
phrases that suggest feelings 
or appeal to the senses. 
 

Independently able to identify 
words and phrases that 
suggest feelings or appeal to 
the senses. 
 
 

N/A 

Describe the overall 
structure of a story 
and identify 
narrative text 
features. 
 
RL 1.5  

Analyzing 
Unable, even with 

support, to identify any 

narrative text features 

(fiction, characters, 

setting, series of events 

and conclusion). 

 

Unable, even with 

support, to understand 

the difference between 

narrative text and 

informational text. 

Analyzing 
Partially, inconsistently, or 

with support, demonstrates 

a partial understanding of 

narrative text features 

(fiction, characters, setting, 

series of events and 

conclusion). 

 

Partially, inconsistently, or 

with support, is able to 

explain some of the major 

differences between 

narrative text and 

informational text. 

Analyzing 
Independently able to 

correctly identify most of the 

features of a narrative text 

(fiction, characters, setting, 

series of events and 

conclusion). 

 

Independently able to explain 

the major differences between 

narrative text and 

informational text. 

 

Analyzing 
Independently uses complex 

thinking that extends an in-depth 

understanding, analysis and 

application of narrative text 

features (fiction, characters, 

setting, series of events and 

conclusion) including who, what, 

where, when, why, and how. 

 

Identify who is 
telling the story at 
various points in a 
story. 
 
RL 1.6 

Unable, even with 
support, to identify who 
is telling the story at 
various points in a story. 

Partially, inconsistently, or 
with support, inconsistently 
identifies who is telling the 
story at various points in a 
story. 

Independently able to identify 
the differences in who is 
telling the story at various 
points in a story. 

Independently uses complex 
thinking that extends an in-depth 
understanding, analysis and 
application of who is telling the 
story, including how the 
characters’ point of view impacts 
the story. 
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Critiques and forms 
opinions about 
narrative stories. 

Critiquing 
Unable, even with 
support, to use key 
details to form an 
opinion about a 
character or major event. 

Critiquing 
Partially, inconsistently, or 
with support, is able use key 
details to form an opinion 
about a character or major 
event. 

Critiquing 
Independently able to use key 
details to form an opinion 
about a character or major 
event. 
 

Critiquing 
Independently uses complex 
thinking that extends an in-depth 
understanding, analysis and 
application of critiquing.  

STRAND- Integration of Knowledge and Ideas in Literature  **Combined with Key Ideas on Report Card 

Compare and 
contrast narrative 
stories. 
 
RL 1.9  

Synthesizing 
Unable, even with 

support, to make 

connections between 

stories, characters and 

author’s message. 

 

Unable, even with 

support to make 

connections between 

stories, characters and 

author’s message. 

Synthesizing 
Partially, inconsistently, or 

with support, makes 

connections between stories, 

characters and author’s 

message is partially 

accurate. 

 

Partially, inconsistently, or 

with support, compares and 

contrasts at least two stories, 

characters and/or author’s 

message. 

Synthesizing 
Independently able to make 

meaningful connections 

between stories, characters 

and author’s message using 

text evidence.  

 

Independently able to 

compare and contrast the 

adventures and experiences of 

characters in stories. 

Synthesizing 
Independently uses complex 

thinking that extends an in-depth 

understanding, analysis and 

application of synthesizing.  

 

STRAND- Key Ideas and Details in Informational Text 
At their instructional 
level can ask and 
answer questions to 
demonstrate 
understanding of 
key details in an 
informational text 
and identify the 
main topic. 
 
RI 1.1/RI 1.2 

Summarizing 
Unable, even with 

support, to recall any 

information about the 

main idea or details of a 

text. 

Summarizing 
Partially, inconsistently, or 

with support, is able to retell 

only partial or limited 

information about the main 

idea or details  from the text. 

Summarizing 
Independently able to identify  

the main idea (who and what 

the text is mostly about). 

  

Independently able to report 

in an organized way (key 

details about the text that 

includes who, what, where, 

when, why, and how). 

Summarizing 
Independently uses complex 

thinking that extends an in-depth 

understanding, analysis and 

application of summarizing. 
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At their instructional 
level can describe 
the connection 
between two 
individuals, events, 
ideas, or pieces of 
information in a 
text. 
 
RI 1.3 

Infer Cause and 
Effect 
In a single text is unable, 

even with support, to 

describe the connection 

between two individuals, 

events, ideas or pieces of 

information. 

Infer Cause and Effect 
Partially, inconsistently, or 

with support, in a single text 

is able to make meaningful 

connections between two 

individuals, events, ideas or 

pieces of information. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Infer Cause and Effect 
Independently able to, in a 

single text, make meaningful 

connections between two 

individuals, events, ideas or 

pieces of information. 

 

Infer Cause and Effect 
Independently uses complex 

thinking that extends an in-depth 

understanding, analysis and 

application of inferring cause and 

effect which could include how 

and why two individuals, events 

and ideas develop and interact 

throughout the text.  

STRAND- Craft and Structure in Informational Text 
Ask and answer 
questions to help 
determine or clarify 
the meaning of 
words or phrases in 
a text. 
RI 1.4 

Unable, even with 
support, to ask and 
answer questions to help 
determine or clarify the 
meaning of words or 
phrases in a text. 
 
 
 
 

Partially, inconsistently, or 
with support, can ask and 
answer questions to help 
determine or clarify the 
meaning of words or phrases 
in a text. 
 
 
 

Independently able to ask and 
answer questions to help 
determine or clarify the 
meaning of words or phrases 
in a text. 
 

Independently uses complex 
thinking that extends an in-depth 
understanding, analysis and 
application of identifying  
unknown words/phrases, that 
use context to construct 
understanding, and use academic 
words and phrases appropriately. 
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Know and use 
various text features 
to locate key facts or 
information in a 
text. 
 
RI 1.5 

Analyzing 
Unable, even with 

support, to identify and 

use any informational 

text features (picture, 

headings, table of 

contents, glossaries, 

electronic menus and 

icons) to locate key 

details and information. 

 

Unable, even with 

support, to identify 

reasons an author gives 

to support points in a 

text. 

 
 

Analyzing 
Partially, inconsistently, or 

with support, demonstrates 

a partial understanding and 

occasionally uses 

informational text features 

(picture, headings, table of 

contents, glossaries, 

electronic menus and icons) 

to locate key details and 

information. 

 

Partially, inconsistently, or 

with support can identify 

reasons an author gives to 

support points in a text or 

can identify reasons 

independently. 

Analyzing 
Independently able to  

identify several of the features 

of  informational text (picture, 

headings, table of contents, 

glossaries, electronic menus 

and icons) and use them to 

locate key details and 

information and articulate the 

author’s message/purpose. 

  

Independently able to identify 

reasons an author gives to 

support points in a text. 

 

Analyzing 
Independently uses complex 

thinking that extends an in-depth 

understanding, analysis and 

application of analyzing. 

 

 

Critiques and forms 
opinions about 
informational text. 

Critiquing 
Unable, even with 
support, to use 
information from the 
illustrations or text to 
form an opinion about 
the key ideas. 

Critiquing 
Partially, inconsistently, or 
with support, can use 
information from  the 
illustrations or text to form 
an opinion about key ideas. 

Critiquing 
Independently able to use 
information from the 
illustrations or text to form an 
opinion about key ideas.   

Critiquing 
Independently uses complex 
thinking that extends an in-depth 
understanding, analysis and 
application of critiquing.   
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STRAND- Integration of Knowledge and Ideas in Informational Text  **Combined with Key Ideas on Report Card 
At their instructional 
level can identify 
basic similarities in 
and differences 
between two texts. 
 
RI 1.9 

Synthesizing 
Unable, even with 
support, to make 
connections between 
texts.  
 
Connections between 
text are not accurate. 
 

Synthesizing 
Partially, inconsistently, or 
with support is able to make 
connections between texts. 
 
Partially, inconsistently or 
with support, is able to 
identify basic similarities 
and differences between two 
texts (read or read aloud).  
 
 
 
 

Synthesizing 
Independently able to make 
meaningful connections 
between texts. 
 
Independently able to make 
meaningful connections 
between the illustrations and 
the text in a story or across 
multiple text (read or read 
aloud). 

Synthesizing 
Independently uses complex 
thinking that extends an in-depth 
understanding, analysis and 
application of synthesizing that 
may include  
comparing  and contrasting the 
most important ideas, events, or 
facts across multiple texts. 

STRAND- Foundational Skills 

 

Demonstrates 
grade-level word 
study knowledge. 
 
RF 1.3 

Words Their Way 
Student is more than two 

word study developmental 

stages below based on 

district guidelines. 

 

Words are often 

misspelled. 

Words Their Way 
Student is one to two 

word study development 

stages below based on 

district guidelines.  

  

Writing does not reflect 

word study 

developmental stage. 

Words Their Way 
Student meets word study 

developmental stage based on 

district guidelines. (Beginning 

of year:  Late Within Word, 

Middle and End of the year:  

Early Syllable Juncture) 

 

Spells grade level words 

correctly in everyday writing. 

Words Their Way 
Student exceeds word study 

developmental stage based on 

district guidelines. 

 

Spells correctly in everyday 

writing. 

Integrates word 
study knowledge 
into daily work.  
 

Unable, even with 
support, to apply word 
study knowledge at 
student’s instructional 
level. 

Partially, inconsistently, 
or with prompting and 
support, applies word 
study knowledge at 
student’s instructional 
level. 

In daily work consistently 
applies word study knowledge 
at student’s instructional 
level. 

N/A 
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Acquires and uses 
grade level prefixes 
and suffixes. 
 
 

Unable, even with 
support, to identify and 
understand the meaning 
of common prefixes and 
suffixes. 

Partially, inconsistently, 
or with support,  
inconsistently able to 
identify and understand 
the meaning of common 
prefixes and suffixes. 
 

Independently able to  
identify and understand the 
meaning of common prefixes 
and suffixes. 

Able to independently identify, 
understand, and apply a variety 
prefixes and suffixes. 

Able to read and 
write high frequency 
words quickly and 
accurately within 
continuous text 
RF.1.4    L.1.2 

Significantly below 
district expectations in 
reading and writing high 
frequency words. 

Slightly below district 
expectations in reading 
and writing high 
frequency words. 

Independently able to meet 
district expectations in 
reading and writing high 
frequency words. 

Exceeds district expectations in 
reading and writing high 
frequency words. 
 

English Language Arts - Writing 

Text Types and Purposes 

Writes a narrative 
with an established 
plot line (ideas) 
 
W 1.3 

Unable, even with support, 
to write any aspect of a 
narrative (beginning, 
middle, end). 

Partially, 
inconsistently, or with 
support, writes about 
two aspects of the 
narrative. 

Independently able to write a 
narrative with a beginning, 
middle and end. 

Establishes a well –elaborated 
piece of writing to narrate a single 
event which includes a beginning, 
middle and end. 

Writes a narrative 
with appropriate 
organization 
 
W 1.3 

Unable, even with support, 
to: 
● include any events 
● use sequential words 
● write a lead 
● write an ending 

Partially, 
inconsistently, or with 
support writing 
includes: 
 
● some of the events 

or all events which 
may or may not be 
in order  

● limited use of 
sequential words to 
signal event order  

● Ineffective lead 
● Ineffective ending 

Independently able to write a 
narrative piece that includes 
3 events in order of 
beginning, middle and end. 
 
Writing includes: 
 

● sequential words to 
signal event order 

● effective lead  
● effective ending 

Independently uses complex 
thinking that extends an in-depth 
understanding, analysis and 
application of:  
 
● a well-established plot line 

with events for beginning, 
middle and end 

● sequential words and phrases 
to signal event order 

● a lead that hooks the reader 
● an ending that leaves the 

reader thinking or pondering 
about the piece 
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Writes an 
informative 
explanatory text to 
examine a topic and 
convey ideas and 
information clearly  
W 1.2 

Unable, even with support, 
to use facts, definitions, 
reasons and/or evidence. 

Partially, 
inconsistently, or with 
support develops a 
topic with limited facts, 
definitions, reasons, 
and/or evidence. 

Independently able to 
develop a topic with at least 3 
facts, definitions, reasons, 
and/or evidence. 
 

Independently uses complex 
thinking that extends an in-depth 
understanding, analysis and 
application that: 
● develops the topic skillfully 

with an abundance of facts, 
definitions, reasons and/or 
evidence 

Writes an 
informative 
explanatory text 
with appropriate 
organization 
 
W 1.2 

Unable, even with support, 
to write an informative 
piece. 
 
Unable, even with support, 
to use  grade appropriate 
nonfiction text features. 
 

Partially, 
inconsistently, or with 
support, informative 
piece contains some but 
not all of the following:  
opening sentence, facts 
and a sense of closure. 
 
 
Grade appropriate 
nonfiction text features 
are used infrequently. 

Independently able to choose 

a topic and write an 

informative piece that 

includes an effective opening 

sentence, 2 to 3 facts and 

some sense of closure. 

 
Grade appropriate nonfiction 
text features are included 
throughout the piece. 
 
 

Independently uses complex 

thinking that extends an in-depth 

understanding, analysis and 

application that:  

● includes an opening 

sentence, more than 3 facts 

and some sense of closure. 

 
● has an abundance and 

variety of grade appropriate 
nonfiction text features are 
used in creative and unique 
ways to enhance the piece. 

Writes an opinion 
piece that states an 
opinion, supplies 
reasons, and a 
sense of closure. 
 
W 1.1 

Unable, even with support, 
to state a clear opinion with 
no understanding of  
topic/text and supplies no 
reasons to support opinion.   

Partially, 
inconsistently, or with 
support, opinion 
demonstrates limited 
understanding of the 
topic/text.  Provides  
limited reasons to 
support the opinion. 

Independently able to state 
an opinion that demonstrates 
understanding of the 
topic/text. Supplies at least 2 
-3 reasons to support the 
opinion. 

Independently uses complex 
thinking that extends an in-depth 
understanding, analysis and 
application that states an opinion 
that demonstrates an insightful 
understanding of the topic/text.  
Supplies more than 3 insightful 
reasons to support the opinion. 

Writes an opinion 
piece with 
appropriate 
organization. 
 

Unable, even with support, 
to  use organizational 
structures within opinion 
piece. (opening sentence, 2 
to 3 reasons to support 

Partially, 
inconsistently, or with 
support, opinion piece 
contains some but not 
all of the following: an 

Independently able to choose 
a topic and write an opinion 
piece that includes:  an 
introduction, 2 to 3 

Independently uses complex 
thinking that extends an in-depth 
understanding, analysis and 
application that establishes a 
well-developed piece that 
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W 1.1 
 

opinion and a sense of 
closure). 

introduction, 2 to 3 
reasons and a sense of 
closure. 

supporting reasons and a 
sense of closure. 

includes:  an introduction, more 
than 3 supporting reasons, and a 
unique or interesting sense of 
closure. 

Writes content 
specific 
explanatory/inform
ative pieces 
including narration 
of historical events, 
scientific/mathema
tical procedures 
and processes. 

Unable, even with prompting 
and support, to use content 
area vocabulary accurately to 
demonstrate understanding 
of the topic.  Includes 
reasoning, arguments and/or 
support. 

Partially, 
inconsistently, or with 
support uses content 
area vocabulary 
accurately to 
demonstrate 
understanding of the 
topic.  Includes 
reasoning, arguments 
and/or support. 

Independently able to use 
content area vocabulary 
accurately to demonstrate 
understanding of the topic. 
Includes reasoning, 
arguments and/or support. 

Independently uses complex 
thinking that extends an in-depth 
understanding, analysis and 
application that generates work 
that demonstrates analyzing, 
evaluating and reasoning in order 
to interrelate cross-curricular 
concepts. 

STRAND- Production and Distribution 
Writes with 
appropriate word 
choice 
 
L 1.1/ L 1.6 
 

Unable, even with support, 
to write complete sentences 
throughout the piece. 
 
Unable, even with support, 
to use words that create 
mental/sensory. 

Partially, 
inconsistently, or with 
support, simple 
sentences are used to 
convey meaning. 
 
 
Partially, 
inconsistently, or with 
support, words begin 
to create some 
mental/sensory 
imagery. 

Sentences vary in structure as 
well as beginnings and length. 
 
Phrases and grouping of words 
create specific mental imagery. 

Complex sentences vary in 
structure as well as beginnings 
and length.  
 
Strong attempts at figurative 
language create clear mental 
imagery. 
 



Skills Beginning (1) 
 

Progressing (2) 
 

Proficient (3) 
 

Exceptional (4) 
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Develops 
appropriate voice in 
narrative and  
opinion writing. 
 
L 1.1/ L 1.6 

Unable, even with support, 
to use individual 
expression/voice is not 
discernible / risk-taking is 
not present. 

Partially, 
inconsistently, or with 
support individual 
expression is 
emerging/voice is 
emerging in pictures 
and text/risk-taking is 
limited to safe choices. 

Independently able to use 
individual expression/voice is 
present/risk-taking reveals 
moments of sparkle. 

Independently uses complex 
thinking that extends an in-depth 
understanding, analysis and 
application of voice.  Individual 
expression reflects a unique 
tone/voice is engaging and 
enthusiastic/risk-taking reveals 
the person behind the words. 

Develops 
appropriate voice in 
explanatory 
writing. 
 
L 1.1/ L 1.6 

Unable, even with support, 
to use appropriate voice for 
the audience/purpose, take 
risks, and has no knowledge 
of topic.   

Partially, 
inconsistently, or with 
support voice is suited 
to the 
audience/purpose.  
Risk taking reveals a 
confident tone that 
reflects knowledge of 
the topic.  

Independently able to use 
voice that is suited to the 
audience/purpose. Risk-taking 
reveals a confident tone that 
reflects knowledge of the topic. 

Independently uses complex 
thinking that extends an in-depth 
understanding, analysis and 
application of language in unique 
and interesting ways to engage 
the reader throughout the entire 
piece. 

Demonstrates a 
command of the 
grade-level 
appropriate 
conventions                               
of standard English 
grammar and 
usage. 
 
L 1.1/ L 1.2 

Even with support, errors 
are serious and numerous 
causing the reader to 
struggle to understand the 
writer’s meaning. 

Errors are generally 
frequent and may 
cause the reader to 
stop and reread part of 
the writing. 

There are very few or no errors 
related to capitalization, end 
mark punctuation, high-
frequency words and word 
patterns studied. 

All conventions are correct.  
Some represent skills that have 
not been taught yet. Punctuation 
is used in unique and interesting 
ways. 



Skills Beginning (1) 
 

Progressing (2) 
 

Proficient (3) 
 

Exceptional (4) 
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Develops writing by 
planning, revising, 
editing, and 
publishing with or 
without digital 
tools. 
 
W 1.5 

Unable, even with support, 
to plan, revise, or edit first 
draft of writing. 

Partially, 
inconsistently, or with 
support, makes some 
attempts to plan, 
revise, or edit first 
draft.  However, this 
work does not 
contribute to the 
overall quality of the 
piece. 

Independently able to include 
evidence of planning, drafting, 
revising, and/or editing that 
contributes to overall quality 
of the final work. 

Independently uses complex 
thinking that extends an in-depth 
understanding, analysis and 
application of planning, drafting, 
revising, and editing or trying a 
new approach that significantly 
improves quality of the final 
work. 

 


