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In 2010, the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) adopted new, more rigorous learning 
standards for English language arts and mathematics. Featuring new types of questions and 
innovative items, the PARCC assessment is designed to assess each student’s mastery of 
these new English Language Arts and Mathematics learning standards.  
 
The PARCC assessment replaces the Illinois Standards Achievement Test (ISAT) and the 
Prairie State Achievement Examination (PSAE), and differs from these former assessment 
systems in a number of ways:  

 The PARCC system aligns college and career readiness expectations from kindergarten 
through grade 12 for the first time in Illinois. 

 The assessments measure whether or not students have the academic knowledge and 
skills necessary to succeed after high school. The information can be used to address 
issues early on, reducing the percentage of students who have to take costly and time-
consuming remedial classes in college. 

 Using technology-enhanced items and various other innovations, students will get a 
chance to better showcase their skills; results will become available for use more 
quickly.  

 Students must analyze information and explain their answers.  
 The PARCC assessment takes advantage of technology to include questions and other 

tasks that correspond to the type of work that students will encounter in their classrooms 
on a regular basis. These assessments help to encourage schools to use technology as 
a day-to-day tool to enhance learning. 

 
The Performance Based Assessment testing window will occur statewide, March 9- April 3, 
2015.  The End of the Year Assessment window will be April 27 - May 22, 2015. Third - through 
eighth-grade students will take the PARCC assessment in both English Language Arts and 
Math. At the high school level, the PARCC tests that will be given in Geometry and English II.  
 
Some parents have asked if families may opt-out of standardized testing. This is not possible. 
All Illinois school districts, by state and federal mandates, are required to annually administer a 
state assessment, and there is no provision in the law that permits parents to refuse the test on 
behalf of their children, even if they put it in writing. One important fact to know is that if fewer 
than 95% of students in a school district take the assessment, the district will fail to meet state 
compliance requirements and will risk losing state and federal funding.  
 
Additionally, teachers and administrators who willingly refuse to comply with federal and state 
law face local disciplinary action and possible action by the State Educator Preparation and 
Licensure Board. 
 
If you would like more information in regards to the PARCC Assessment, resources can be 
found at: http://www.parcconline.org/for-parents or www.pta.org/parents .  
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