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Upcoming Meetings
Monday, Oct. 5
Monday, Nov. 9

Monthly meetings are held at 6:30pm 
in the K-2 commons. Free child care is 
provided for toddlers and older kids in the 
K-1 commons. 

All Prairieland parents and teachers 
are welcome to attend, and there is no 
pressure to actively participate. Feel 
free to bring any questions, concerns, 
suggestions, or ideas to discuss. 

At the beginning of each school year, P.I.E.C.E. holds our biggest fundraiser 
of the year: the magazine sale. We are fortunate to have a fantastic amount 
of participation, but we expect to hear a few grumbles, too. It sometimes 
seems like as parents, we’re constantly being asked for money, whether it’s 
for school supplies, sports, field trips, clubs, or fundraisers. 

We understand. As you may know, P.I.E.C.E. is Prairieland’s version of PTO. 
We’re run by parent volunteers, and every one of us is a busy mom or dad 
just like you. Our goal each year is to help enhance the kids’ educations and 
school experiences. So why do we need to raise money? Here are a few 
ways our fundraising dollars directly benefit our students and teachers:

Why Do We Have Fundraisers?

• Technology purchases - this is 
the big one! We have supplied 
the school with dozens of brand 
new computers and iPads for 
student use over the past few 
years

• Educational website 
subscriptions 

• Books for the school library 
(IMC)

• Hand sanitizer for the cafeteria

• Playground balls and other small 
P.E. equipment

• Beautification of school grounds

• Classroom cash to help teachers 
supplement ongoing or one-time 
needs

• Movie Night

• Tales and Treats

• Carnival

• Teacher lunches during parent-
teacher conferences

• Two $1,000 scholarships are 
awarded each year to two 
former Prairieland students who 
are headed to college

• PBIS treats throughout the year 
(popcorn, hot cocoa, sno-cones)

• Time for Kids magazine 
subscriptions for classroom use

• Family Fitness Night

• Snacks for students during 
testing weeks

• Homecoming float materials

• Staff appreciation week

• Coffee & Kleenex reception for 
kindergarten parents

• Laminating materials

• Paw print car magnets

• Child care at monthly P.I.E.C.E. 
meetings

In addition, our parent volunteers coordinate classroom parties, collect Box 
Tops for Education, assist in the library, organize purchasing for our school 
spiritwear, organize sales of school supply kits, collect photos for and design 
the yearbook, and put together the school directory, among many others. 

If you have any questions, concerns, or suggestions for how we fundraise at 
Prairieland, we encourage you to attend one of our monthly meetings (see 
above right) or send an email to prairielandelementaryPIECE@gmail.com.

Thank you to all the Prairieland families 
who helped clean up our butterfly garden.  
It has been quite a transformation! We 
also want to give a special thanks to 
Prairieland parent Jeremy Cruthis and his 
hardworking crew from The Chateau for 
donating countless hours of landscaping 
help -- we couldn’t have done it without 
them! 

Volunteer for Teacher 
Luncheon

P.I.E.C.E. will host the annual luncheon 
for teachers during parent-teacher 
conferences on Friday, Oct. 23. We can 
use your help! The link to the Signup 
Genius will be posted to Facebook in a 
couple weeks, or you can email Cortney 
(cortneyheuer@me.com) or Carrie 
(carrielroberts@gmail.com) to help out.
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OCTOBER 
5th — P. I .E .C .E .  meet ing @ 6:30 p.m.

7th — NCWHS Homecoming Parade

16th - Box Tops fa l l  co l lect ion en ds

1 9 th — Butter bra id sa le beg in s

23rd — Parent/teacher conference luncheon

24th — Tr unk or Treat @ 5:00–6:00 p.m.

25th — Tr unk or Treat [ra in date]

NOVEMBER 

2n d — Butter bra id sa le en ds

9th — P. I .E .C .E .  meet ing @ 6:30 p.m.

17th — Butter bra id p ickup

October-November Calendar

We can help our teachers earn money for their classrooms by 
collecting Box Tops from some of our favorite foods. Simply clip 
the Box Tops coupons and send them to your child’s teacher, 
and P.I.E.C.E. volunteers will take care of the rest. The best part 
is, the money collected stays with your child’s classroom. Our fall Box 
Top collection period ends Friday, October 16.  Please make sure all of 
your Box Tops are turned in by the deadline.  We know that our teachers 
appreciate your help!

Homecoming 
Float & Parade

Basket Raffle Committee Accepting Donations
It’s not too early to think about our Prairieland basket raffle fundraiser! If 
you are able to donate gift cards, containers for use in assembling our gift 
baskets, or if you want to create an entire themed basket, we will take any 
and all donations from now until April 1.
 
Small items, like gift cards, can be put in an envelope and left in the 
P.I.E.C.E. mailbox at school. Be sure to market Basket Raffle on the 
envelope. If you have larger items, you can contact either co-chair to 
make arrangements. Lynn Whitlow (lynnwhitlow@yahoo.com) or Amy 
Smith (smithal@unit5.org). Thank you for your continued support!

Box Tops Fall Collection Ending Oct. 16

We will have a Prairieland float in the 
Normal West homecoming parade on 
Wednesday, October 7 at 4:30 p.m.  
Come watch the parade with other 
Prairieland families in front of Parkside 
Junior High.

The parade route begins at Normal West 
High School and follows these directions:  
South on Parkside to Gregory; east on 
Gregory to Garden; south on Garden to 
Tompkins; west on Tompkins to Parkside; 
north on Parkside to Normal West.

The P.I.E.C.E. fundraising committee would like to thank EVERYONE for 
their support during the magazine sale.  Also, the Butterbraid sale will run 
October 19 through November 2, with a delivery date the week before 
Thanksgiving.

Thank You from the Fundraising Committee

Prairieland Trunk or Treat is a fun 
Halloween tradition where parent 
volunteers from each class decorate the 
trunk or cargo space of their vehicles 
and pass out candy that will be donated 
by other parents in the class. 

This year’s Trunk or Treat will be on 
Saturday, October 24th at 5:00 p.m.  
If it is raining, we will reschedule the 
event for Sunday, October 25th at 5:00 
p.m.  Trunk or Treat will take place in 
Prairieland’s back parking lot.  Bring the 
whole family and have the kids wear 
their costumes! 

To enter your vehicle in Trunk or Treat, 
contact your class’s room parent for 
more information, or go to the Volunteer 
link at www.prairielandpiece.org and 
sign up as “Trunk or Treat Coordinator” 
for your child’s classroom.

Trunks are usually decorated in a theme 
of some sort. . . we’ve had everything 
from favorite sports teams to Charlie 
Brown’s Great Pumpkin, to a pirate ship 
in recent years. Make it as simple as 
you’d like, or go all out -- it’s up to you!

Trunk or Treat

Rewards Points
If you have been clipping and saving 
Labels for Education, we have a box 
for those in front of the school office, 
so please send them in! Also be sure to 
donate your My Coke Rewards online 
points to Prairieland. 
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