
Resources 
Nation’s natural, economic, or military assets: the natural, economic, political, or military assets 
enjoyed by a nation, e.g. mineral wealth, labor, capital, or military personnel 
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Copper 

Copper is a metal that has been used by humanity for over five millennia. Copper is a soft 
metal and in its natural state unsuited for lengthy use - copper swords and daggers become dull 
very quickly, for instance. It is attractive, however, and was commonly used for pendants, bracelets 
and other decorative artifacts. By around 3000 BC, it was discovered that melting a bit of zinc or tin 
with the copper produced a much harder and more useful product: bronze. Within a short period 
bronze weapons, armor, and tools were in widespread use, and thus the Bronze Age was born. 
Interestingly, bronze is actually a tougher metal than iron. The Bronze Age was succeeded by the 
Iron Age not because iron was a better metal, but because tin and zinc had become scarce. 

Corn 

The term "corn" applies to any staple food grain or fruit of a plant in the grass family. It is 
also commonly called "maize." Maize is native to the valley of southern Mexico and cultivation of it is 
thought to have started from 7,500 to 12,000 years ago. Archaeological remains of the earliest 
maize cob, found at Guila Naquitz Cave in the Oaxaca Valley of Mexico, date back roughly 6,250 
years. 

Cow 

Descendants of the buffalo and bison, cattle fulfilled many uses in man's past and present. 
Originally wild herds of these beasts roamed vast stretches of Asia, Africa and Europe. Their early 
contributions to mankind were those of labor, goods and food, though the horse soon replaced 
them as the preferred beast of burden. The Romans were the first people to attempt to breed cattle 
to promote specific traits over others. Their ability to survive in arid areas unsuitable for farming 
became a premier benefit of these new breeds. In 1521 Spaniards introduced them to Mexico and 
the New World, leading to extensive cattle ranching throughout Texas and other neighboring 
regions. Today there are over 100 million head of cattle in the United States alone. 

Deer 

These ruminant mammals are widely distributed, with representatives in all continents except 
Australia and Africa. Deer differ from other ruminants in that they have antlers instead of horns. The 
male deer are called stags, harts, bucks, or bulls, and females are called does, hinds, or cows. 
Young deer are often referred to as fawns or calves. It is thought that the New World species evolved 
about five million years ago in the forests of North America and Siberia. 

Dye 

Dyeing is the process of applying colors to fabrics. A human practice for over three thousand 
years, it enabled the natural white color of silk, wool and cotton to be enhanced with a varied 
spectrum of color. Natural dyes are created from a myriad of sources, including shells, animals and 
plants, though these dyes were not always permanent and frequently expensive. Modern dyes are 



based on artificial or processed substances such as coal and other chemicals. One benefit for a 
nation with an extensive dye industry is that the processes involved in creating dye can be easily 
retooled to other purposes. Germany discovered this in World War I when it was determined that 
factories producing artificial dye could be easily modified to create explosives, poison gas and other 
tools of war. 

Fish 

Prevailing winds, ocean currents, and deep water trenches can often combine to produce 
conditions that are optimum for fishing. In areas such as the Pacific coast of Central and South 
America, offshore winds push the warm surface waters out to deeper waters. Underwater currents 
push cold, nutrient-rich water from deep below the surface back toward the coast. The high 
concentration of nutrients in this colder water, caused by decomposition of organic matter at 
extreme depths, creates an ideal environment for fish and other sea life. Civilizations with access to 
areas such as this can significantly increase their food supply by establishing a thriving fishing 
industry. 

Gems 

Gemstones, treasured throughout time for their beauty and value, have always been a sought-
after commodity. Most gemstones, such as diamonds, are mined in various areas throughout the 
world, most notably Africa. Some of the most notable gem deposits, however, have been found in 
archeological digs. The ruins of ancient civilizations in the jungles of Central and South America 
have sometimes been found to hide large quantities of precious and semi-precious gems, as well as 
gold and other items of value. The discovery of such a site can lead to an increase in trade in the 
areas surrounding the dig, as both professional and amateur treasure hunters swarm to the region 
to seek their fortune. 

Gold 

Gold has always been one of the most highly valued metals in the world. It is used in the 
manufacture of everything from jewelry to electronics, and has been established as the basis for 
monetary systems worldwide. The factor that makes gold valuable is its rarity. Although gold can be 
found in many different areas, the most valuable deposits are large veins of gold ore running 
through mountains. When a large deposit is found, mining the deposit greatly boosts the economy 
in settlements and cities near the mine. Historical examples of this phenomenon are the many towns 
that grew and prospered over a relatively short time during the California gold rush in America 
during the 1800's. 

 

Horse 

Arguably the most useful domesticated animal in mankind's history, horses have existed for 
some 50 million years. While significant evolution has taken place (early ancestors were under a foot 
tall), the basic appearance of the horse has remained relatively unchanged. The earliest interaction 
between horses and men was that of game, with early man hunting them for food. Around 2500 BC, 
the first signs of domesticated breeds began appearing in Asia, but the idea took hold and spread 
rapidly. The contributions of the horse to man's conquest of his fellow man were immense, enabling 
the vast campaigns by Genghis Khan and Alexander the Great. The Spaniards introduced the modern 
breed to North America in the 16th Century, often turning their imported herds loose before 



returning to Europe (making valuable room for gold and other treasures). While the importance of 
horses has dwindled since the advent of the internal combustion engine, they remain a boon in the 
realms of entertainment and farming. 

Incense 

Incense is a compound which, when burned, releases fragrant smoke. It is often used in 
religious ceremonies, and some believe that it has therapeutic benefits as well. Incense is typically 
composed of plant materials such as clove, cedar, frankincense, or nutmeg, but it can be created 
from essential oils or animal products - musk or ambergris, for example. Many early cultures 
employed incense, including the Chinese, Japanese, Egyptian, Babylonian, and Assyrian civilizations. 
Indians have used incense in religious ceremonies since at least 5,000 B.C. 

Iron 

When early civilizations began to use metal to construct tools and weapons, the most 
commonly used metal was bronze. Bronze had the advantage of being readily available and easy to 
work with. Unfortunately, it was too soft to hold an effective edge. In the mid-14th century BC in 
central Europe, iron replaced bronze as the metal of choice, and the Iron Age was begun. Since this 
time, iron has been a valuable commodity. Deposits of iron and iron ore found in mountains are 
mined and processed for use in their raw form, and in the production of steel. 

Ivory 

Elephants are the largest living land mammals. At birth it is common for an elephant calf to 
weigh 225 pounds! In the wild, elephants exhibit complex social behavior and strong family bonds. 
Social hierarchy in calf-cow groups is based on size and age, with the largest and oldest at the top 
and the smallest and youngest last. Adolescent males determine their own ranking order through 
jousting contests using head and tusks. Elephants communicate with very low and long ranging 
subsonic tones. Elephant taming began in the Indus valley around 4000 years ago. The first military 
application of elephants dates from around 1100 BC and is mentioned in several Sanskrit hymns. 
From the east, war elephants migrated to the Persian Empire where they stood against Alexander the 
Great at the battle of Gaugamela. Though they did not play a significant role in the battle, Alexander 
saw their usefulness and began incorporating them into his army. Later the use spread throughout 
Europe and elephants were used in such famous campaigns as the Macedonian wars and by 
Hannibal during the Second Punic War. 

Marble 

Marble is a kind of limestone, used by man for millennia. It is a useful material for 
construction, especially in dry climates. Marble is an excellent material from which to make statues, 
as well. Marble surfaces can be polished to a beautiful sheen, but the rock remains attractive even 
when the surface is left rough. The Egyptians used marble blocks to line the outside of the Pyramid 
of Cheops. The Greeks used blocks of marble to construct some of their buildings; they also used 
the material to sculpt some of the world's great artworks. The Romans were the first to use slabs of 
marble as wall coverings. Marble remains one of the most popular construction and artistic materials 
extant. 

 

 



Pig 

The pig has been domesticated for about 5,000 to 7,000 years and the animal is found across 
Europe, the Middle East, and extends in Asia as far as Indonesia and Japan. Pigs are one of the most 
intelligent animals, and some are even kept as pets. Pigs are reportedly more trainable than dogs 
and cats. 

Rice 

Rice is a dietary staple of more than half of the world's human population. Rice is often grown 
in paddies - shallow puddles carefully controlled to ensure appropriate water depth. It is believed 
that rice cultivation began simultaneously in many countries over 6500 years ago. Modern world 
production of rice has risen steadily from about 200 million tons in 1960 to 600 million tons in 
2000. 

Sheep 

For centuries, sheep have had associations with many Mediterranean cultures. Many religions, 
such as Judaism and Christianity, use sheep-related images and parables. Raising sheep provided a 
steady source of income to ancient farmers since the animal can give milk, wool, and meat. Even in 
the 21st Century, sheep can provide a return on investment of up to 400%% of their annual cost. 

Silk 

Silk has been a valuable commodity for textiles since its properties were discovered in the 
27th century BC. Silk is obtained from the cocoon of the silkworm moth, which was originally native 
to the forests of China. The fine fibers of the cocoon are woven into cloth, which is used to make all 
types of clothing. Raw silk was obtained only from Asia until 550 AD, when two monks sent from the 
Roman Empire secretly stole silkworm eggs from China and brought them to Europe. Eventually, 
silkworms were found in many areas throughout the world. Less expensive synthetic fibers of the 
20th century led to a decline in the silk market, but silk is still very popular in many types of 
clothing and other goods. 

Silver 

Silver is a chemical element in the periodic table that has the symbol "Ag" and the atomic 
number 47. A soft, white, lustrous transition metal, silver has the highest electrical and thermal 
conductivity of any metal and is found in mineral deposits and in free form. Slag heaps found in Asia 
Minor indicate that silver has been known about for a long time, and that it was being separated 
from lead as early as the fourth millennium BC. 

Spices 

Certain types of plants have evolved in such a way that they produce mild toxins or repellents 
that make their odor or flavor distasteful to animals. Oddly enough, humans sought out many of 
these plants because of those smells and tastes. Merchants in the Middle East began a profitable 
spice trade before 2000 BC. Spices are used now, as they were in the ancient world, to preserve food 
and enhance its flavor. Although spices are now commercially cultivated and prepared, most types 
can still be found in abundance in nature. Many of the most popular spices, such as cloves and 
nutmeg, are extracted from plants that grow in tropical or swampy regions of the world. 

 



Stone 

Stone has always been and remains one of the most important human building materials. In 
fact, stone tools predate human history. It appears as if the first stone tools were used by 
Paranthropus, an ancestor of man who lived about two million years ago. Most stone tools are 
created by chipping or grinding. The former is used when working with crystalline materials such as 
flint, chert and obsidian. The worker taps the stone with a harder stone, carefully chipping off stone 
flakes until the stone has been properly shaped. Mesoamerican tribes used this method to make 
their sharp and deadly obsidian swords. The grinding method is used when working with harder and 
coarser materials such as basalt and granite. This is a long and tedious process in which the 
toolmaker repeatedly grinds away the stone with a harder material or with sand, sometimes using 
water as a lubricant. Many of the earliest European stone axes were made using this process. 

Whale 

Whaling, the hunting and killing of whales for oil and other byproducts, was practiced as an 
organized industry as early as 875 AD. By the 16th century, it had risen to be the principle industry 
in the coastal regions of Spain and France. The industry spread throughout the world, and became 
increasingly profitable in terms of trade and resources. Some regions of the world's oceans, along 
the animals' migration routes, had a particularly dense whale population, and became the targets for 
large concentrations of whaling ships, and the industry continued to grow well into the 20th 
century. The depletion of some whale species to near extinction led to the banning of whaling in 
many countries by 1969, and to a worldwide cessation of whaling as an industry in the late 1980's. 

Wine 

Wine, a beverage made from fermented grapes, was first produced as early as 6000 BC. Its 
use spread throughout the Middle East and Egypt, and it quickly became a popular beverage of the 
ancient world. The grapes used for the making of wine are grown in many different regions of the 
world. Most vineyards are located in hills and valleys of temperate regions. Wine making as an 
industry has been perfected over several centuries. Many regions such as the Rhine and Loire valleys 
of Europe are well known for their fine wines, and derive a significant portion of their economy from 
wine making. 


