Happy Thanksgiving!!

Since next week there are only two days of
school due to a teacher institute day and the
Thanksgiving holiday, there will be no weekly
newsletter, so this will serve as my “Thanksgiving
Newsletter.” Like so many of you, | have so much to
be grateful for that 1 could not possibly enumerate all
of my blessings here. Among my many gifts, though,
is a job that I love in a fabulous school with
absolutely incredible students. With so much to
appreciate there is really nothing that | want or need.
Therefore, | am asking that you please do not
purchase a gift for me for Christmas. There are
many others who are truly in need this holiday
season, so if you usually purchase a teacher gift, | am
asking that you donate that money to a charity. To
impress upon the children the true spirit of the
season, we will not be having a gift exchange in our
classroom e¢ither. Instead, we will be collecting items
and donations for a charity of the children’s
choosing. You are never too young to learn the
importance of sharing your blessings and that real
happiness comes not from receiving but from giving.

In support of our holiday charity, we will also
be conducting a cookie sale after Thanksgiving, so
you may want to bake a few extra cookies (if that is
something that you do this time of year ©) to support
the children’s efforts to raise money to donate. We
will be selling our baked items at the “Holiday Craft
Night” the evening of Dec. 4.

A Successful Space Mission!

Our comet encounter occurred on Tuesday of
this week, and each team of students was successful
with its tasks, making for a successful mission for
our entire crew of astronauts! The students not only
rendezvoused with a comet, but discovered a new
comet during our mission and named it Comet 5E0S8.
It was great to see the entire class pull together as a
team, and | hope students carry the lessons learned
preparing for and engaging in our space mission with
them throughout the rest of the year. © ©
Don’t forget to look for that report card

today!!

Nov. 20. 2009

What We Are Doing:

Math: In math, we have wrapped up unit 5 and been
reviewing for an exam over fractions, percents, and
graphs. Since the test will be next Monday, you may want
to spend some time helping your child practice over the
weekend. During our morning problem-solving time, we
have been focusing on measurement skills, and while there
was a problem-solving quiz today, there will not be one
next week, due to the short week. ©

Science: After this w e e fudcessful mission at the
Challenger Learning Center we had to return to our
regular curriculum, and we completed an experiment and
did a quick study of technology (chapter 18). Next week
we will wrap up our technology discussions and conduct
another experiment before we move on to our next major
topic — human body systems! © ©

Social Studies: Since we have been looking at Colonial
America, we have studied the founding of several colonies
and life in colonial cities and towns. We will conclude our
Colonial America focus next week with an open book test.
Then we can begin examining the causes of the American
Revolution after the long weekend. ©

Reading: We spent another week working in our current
literature circle groups and focusing on vocabulary, story
elements, and summarizing major events. We should
conclude these groups next week and then spend some
time analyzing nonfiction in our reading textbooks. D 0 n
let your child forget about the simple 3-scene book report
for November, also ©

Language / Writing: In language, we discussed pronouns
and practiced a little poetry. Students wrote short essays
about “Trdndmor ttdtei o¢rh yi ng
wrote 5-paragraph expository papers on our new VIP of
the week, Emily Banks. In addition, we concluded our
business letter unit this week by writing letters to local
businesses to request items for the PIECE carnival. ©
Spelling: Students completed spelling list #14 this week,

and they will truly have something to be thankful for next
week since they do NOT need to complete ANY practice
activities from the spelling folder! They will receive list #15
next Tuesday to work on for the week following
Thanksgiving break. © © ©




Scenes from our Space Mission

Important Upcoming Dates
and events

Fri., Nov. 20 Report Cards go
Home!

Wed., Nov. 25 NO SCHOOL®
Teacher Institute

Nov. 26 & 27 No School 8
Thanksgiving
Vacation

e =

Mon., Nov. 30 3 Scene Book Report
due for Nov.

Fri., Dec. 4 5E Bake Sale for
Charity at the

Holiday Craft Night

If you have any questions or concerns,
please feel free to contact me at home or at
school. My home number is 6638001, the school
number is 8886838, and my school email
address iselstonjr@unit5.org. For any homework
guestions, you may want to check out our
classroom website at
www.unit5.org/5e/index.html ! ©

Mrs. Elston
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